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1. MoDNR - Environmental Emergency Response 
 Hazmat Demonstrations

2. MoDNR - Missouri State Park Rangers 
 

3. MoDNR - Missouri State Parks
 Learn2 Kayak 

4. MoDNR - Missouri State Parks
 Interpretive Station

5. MoDNR - Air Pollution Control Program 
 Air Emissions Display

6. Prize Booth

7. Information Tent/First Aid/Lost and Found
 
8. Teacher’s  Resource Tent
 
9. Earth Day Committee Tent

10. Mo. Dept. of Conservation - Runge Nature Center:
 Something's Fishy!

11. MoDNR - Water Protection Program
 Stream Critters

12. Division of Energy:
 Energy Bike

13. Mo. Public Service Commission:
 Be Energy E�cient

14. World Bird Sanctuary Staging Area

15. Mo. Dept of Agriculture
 Seedlings

16. Missouri American Water:
 Water Bottles

17. MoDNR: Water Protection Program
 Hydration Station

18. MoDNR - Waste Management Program 
 Don't be a Litterbug Game and Water Bottles

20. MoDNR - Waste Management Program
 Hazardous Waste Dig

21. Mo. Dept. of Public Safety 
 Fire Safety

22. Mainstage

23. Earth Day Crafts

24. MoDNR - Soil and Water Conservation Program 
 Augmented Reality Sandbox

25. Mo. Dept. of Transportation
 No MOre Trash! Litter pledge, seedlings and game

A. MoDNR - Soil and Water  Conservation Program
 Maze Game

B. MoDNR - Geology 
 Ask a Geologist

C. MoDNR - Land Reclamation Program 
 Mining for Minerals

D. MoDNR - Geology 
 Bean Bag Toss

E. MoDNR - Water Resource Center 
 What Makes a Good Aquifer?

F. Mo. Dept. of Health and Senior Services
 Environmental Health

Mo. State Recycling Program: Zero Waste Challenge

Earth Day
Exhibitor’s
Location

C H A L L E N G E
ZERO WASTE

The Missouri State Recycling Program, in partnership with the Missouri Department of 
Natural Resources, is coordinating a Zero Waste Challenge during the 2023 Earth Day event.

EARTH DAY 
PARTICIPANTS ARE 
ENCOURAGED TO...
• Pack lunches that students will eat

• “Pre-cycle” by only purchasing #1 and
   #2 type plastic bottles and avoid #3 - #7
   plastics, foam containers, plastic baggies, 
   and other non-recyclable packaging.

All waste (trash and recyclables) will be 
weighed. We are challenging this year’s 
participants to reduce the amount of waste 
as compared to 2019. The main long-term 
goal of the Zero Waste Challenge is to 
encourage Earth Day participants to strive 
for zero waste.

1. Materials accepted for recycling include: cardboard
    (including paperboard such as cracker and cereal 
    boxes), aluminum cans, steel cans, and #1 and #2
    plastic bottles.

2. Recyclable materials placed in trash
    containers will be taken to a landfill. Please
    encourage students to place recyclable 
    materials in the proper recycling
    container.

3. Consider ways to reduce amounts of
    food and packaging that’s thrown away.
    For example: instead of each student
    bringing a brown bag lunch, consider
    buffet style by providing a box of 
    sandwiches, a box of apples, and a 
    reusable container with beverages.

4. Using the 2019 Zero Waste Challenge measures 
    (below), Earth Day participants are being challenged
    to generate less waste this year. This will require 

each student, teacher and state employee to do 
their part to reduce the amount of waste generated. 
Consider the importance of reducing first, reusing 
second, and finally recycling.

ZERO WASTE 
CHALLENGE
The Missouri State Recycling Program is coordinating a 
Zero Waste Challenge for this year’s Earth Day event 
and we need your help.

NOTES FOR TEACHERS
1. Materials accepted for 

recycling include: cardboard 
(including paperboard such as 
cracker and cereal boxes), 
aluminum cans, steel cans and 
#1 and #2 plastic bottles.

2. Recyclable materials placed in 
trash containers will be taken 
to a landfill. Please encourage 
students to place recyclable 
materials in the proper 
recycling container.

3. Consider ways to reduce the 
amount of food and packaging 
that is thrown away. Can 
reusable containers be 
utilized?

4. Using the Zero Waste 
Challenge measures (left), 
Earth Day participants are 
being challenged to generate 
less waste this year. This will 
require each student, teacher 
and state employee to do their 
part to reduce the amount of 
trash generated. Consider the 
importance of reducing first, 
reusing second and finally 
recycling. 

Earth Day participants 
are encouraged to ...
– Keep recyclables as clean as possible. Paper or plastic with food 

  stuck to it cannot be recycled unless it is cleaned.

–  “Pre-cycle” by only purchasing #1 and #2 type plastic bottle
  containers. (Avoid #3 - #7 plastics, foam containers, plastic baggies
  and other non-recyclable packaging.) 

OBSERVATIONS FROM PREVIOUS EARTH DAY WASTE AUDITS
1. A considerable amount of unopened food containers such as 

carrots, fruit, juice and applesauce were found in the trash.

2. A significant amount of paperboard packaging from lunches 
could not be recycled due to food contamination.

3. A significant amount of plastic containers from lunches could not 
be recycled because they were not #1 or #2 type plastic. 

2018 112 88.6 200.6 44.2% 980 0.20

2017 107.6 122.0 229.6 53.1% 1300 0.18

2016 139.3 90.8 230.1 39.5% 1500 0.15

Zero Waste
Challenge
Measures

Trash
in pounds

Material
Recycled
in pounds

Waste
trash +

material
recycled

Percentage
of Waste
Recycled

Headcount
number

registered

Per Capita
Waste

Generation
in pounds

All waste (trash and recyclables) will be weighed. We are challenging this year’s 
participants to reduce the amount of waste as compared to last year. One of the 
long term goals of the Zero Waste Challenge is to encourage Earth Day 
participants to strive for zero waste.

Results From Previous Years

     

  85.5 109.9 195.4 56.2 % 1,011 .19

Trash
(pounds)

Material
Recycled

(pounds)

Trash + 
Material 
Recycled 

Percentage
of Waste
Recycled

Registered 
Visitors

Per Capita
Waste

Generation
(pounds)

NOTE TO TEACHERS

2019 ZERO WASTE 
CHALLENGE MEASURES


