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Details 
· Title: Underfunded and Under Strain: The State of America’s Public Health System
· Report Link: https://www.tfah.org/report-details/funding-report-2026
· Description: Trust for America’s Health (TFAH) calls for restoring federal public health operating capacity and establishing more durable and predictable funding so public health agencies have the staffing, expertise, infrastructure, and continuity needed to carry out their missions effectively. The report, Underfunded and Under Strain: The State of America’s Public Health System, finds that the nation’s public health system is at an inflection point. Following decades of chronic underinvestment, workforce reductions, funding disruptions, and institutional uncertainty during 2025 and 2026 have further weakened the system’s capacity to protect communities from preventable disease and injury. The report examines what Congress preserved in FY 2026, what appropriations could not restore, and what is at stake in the FY 2027 decisions ahead. 
TFAH’s Social Channels
Feel free to tag TFAH when posting or like and repost TFAH’s content on any of the following channels. 

· LinkedIn – @Trust for America’s Health
· Instagram - @tfah
· X – @HealthyAmerica1
· Bluesky – @tfah.bsky.social 
· Facebook – Trust for America’s Health

X/Bluesky
Use @HealthyAmerica1 on X; replace with @tfah.bsky.social on Bluesky.
· @HealthyAmerica1’s new report finds that after decades of chronic underinvestment, recent workforce losses, funding disruptions & institutional uncertainty have further weakened the U.S. public health system. https://www.tfah.org/report-details/funding-report-2026
· Congress preserved much of the public health system in FY 2026, but appropriations alone could not restore lost staff, expertise & operating capacity. Read @HealthyAmerica1’s new report: https://www.tfah.org/report-details/funding-report-2026
· Under the FY 2027 President’s Budget Request, resources for functions historically housed at CDC & ATSDR would be about 31% below FY 2026 enacted levels after accounting for proposed transfers. New @HealthyAmerica1 report: https://www.tfah.org/report-details/funding-report-2026
· @HealthyAmerica1’s new report calls for restoring public health operating capacity, providing durable & predictable financing, and investing in foundational infrastructure and health security. https://www.tfah.org/report-details/funding-report-2026
· A funded program is not necessarily a fully functioning program. @HealthyAmerica1’s new report examines the gap between appropriations and the staff, expertise & continuity needed to protect communities. https://www.tfah.org/report-details/funding-report-2026
LinkedIn
@Trust for America’s Health (TFAH) has released its new report, Underfunded and Under Strain: The State of America’s Public Health System. Following decades of chronic underinvestment, workforce reductions, funding disruptions, and institutional uncertainty during 2025 and 2026 have further weakened the nation’s public health operating capacity. Congress preserved much of the existing system in FY 2026, but appropriations alone could not fully restore what had been lost.  
 “We need predictable and reliable funding, along with sufficient staffing and expertise, to restore capacity and establish a more durable public health foundation that supports the health and well-being of all people and prepares the nation for future public health emergencies,” said Dr. J. Nadine Gracia, President and CEO of TFAH. 
The report also finds that, under the FY 2027 President’s Budget Request, resources supporting activities historically housed at CDC and ATSDR would be approximately 31 percent below FY 2026 enacted levels after accounting for proposed transfers.
The report’s recommendations include: 
· Restore operating capacity.
· Preserve complementary federal capabilities.
· Strengthen CDC as a comprehensive national public health agency.
· Ensure that appropriations are spent as intended.
· Provide durable and predictable financing.
· Invest in foundational infrastructure and health security. 
The report also features conversations with Dr. Daniel Edney, State Health Officer, Mississippi State Department of Health, and Dr. Michelle Taylor, Commissioner of Health for the Baltimore City Health Department, who describe federal funding and operational uncertainty from the front lines. 
Read TFAH’s full report to learn more about where the nation’s public health system stands: https://www.tfah.org/report-details/funding-report-2026
Instagram
@TFAH’s new report, Underfunded and Under Strain: The State of America’s Public Health System, examines how decades of chronic underinvestment and recent workforce reductions, funding disruptions, and institutional uncertainty have weakened the U.S. public health system—and what is at stake in the FY 2027 decisions ahead. Read the report: https://www.tfah.org/report-details/funding-report-2026 
Newsletters 
Trust for America’s Health has released Underfunded and Under Strain: The State of America’s Public Health System, its new report on the condition of the nation’s public health system. The report finds that the system entered 2025 with longstanding funding, workforce, and infrastructure vulnerabilities; workforce reductions, funding disruptions, and institutional uncertainty during 2025 and 2026 further weakened operating capacity. Congress preserved much of the existing system in FY 2026, but appropriations alone could not fully restore what had been lost. 
The report recommends rebuilding public health operating capacity, preserving complementary federal capabilities, strengthening CDC as a comprehensive national public health agency, ensuring that appropriations support well-functioning programs, providing durable and predictable financing, and investing in foundational infrastructure and health security. 
Read the full report here: https://www.tfah.org/report-details/funding-report-2026. 
Facebook:
@Trust for America’s Health’s new report, Underfunded and Under Strain: The State of America’s Public Health System (https://www.tfah.org/report-details/funding-report-2026), examines how chronic underinvestment and recent workforce reductions, funding disruptions, and institutional uncertainty have weakened public health operating capacity—and what is at stake in FY 2027.  
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