[add logo]

[add your jurisdiction]

Proclamation
by [add official’s title (i.e. Mayor, Presiding Commissioner, etc.)]


WHEREAS, the week of April 6-12, 2026, is National Public Health Week, and the theme is Ready. Set. Action!; and
WHEREAS, since 1994, the American Public Health Association, through its sponsorship of National Public Health Week, has educated the public, policymakers and public health professionals about issues important to improving the public’s health; and 

WHEREAS, for more than 150 years, public health has reshaped what’s possible in the United States — adding decades to life expectancy and dramatically improving quality of life; and 

WHEREAS, there is a significant difference in health status, such as obesity, poor mental health and drug use, among people living in rural areas compared with people living in urban areas, and this variance increases because rural residents are often more likely to face social determinants that negatively impact health, such as poverty, transportation barriers and lack of economic opportunity; and
WHEREAS, a person’s health status can differ drastically by zip code due to differences in the built environment, environmental quality, community context, access to healthy food, access to education and access to health care.
WHEREAS, Missouri’s 115 local public health agencies provide a variety of services in each county of the state to protect the health and well-being of citizens; and

WHEREAS, public health professionals help communities prevent, prepare for, withstand and recover from the impact of a full range of health threats, ranging from infectious disease outbreaks to natural disaster preparedness; and 
WHEREAS, efforts to adequately support public health and the prevention of disease and injury can continue to transform a health system focused on treating illness into a health system focused on preventing disease and injury and promoting wellness.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, [insert official’s name and title], do hereby proclaim April 6-12, 2026, to be 
National Public Health Week 2026
in [insert jurisdiction] and call upon the people of [jurisdiction] to observe this week by encouraging our families, friends and neighbors to have continual vigilance to promote health and well-being for all citizens, as the theme states, “Ready. Set. Action!”
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed the Great Seal of the State of Missouri, in the City of Jefferson, this [add date] day of April 2026. 
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