DHSS recognizes Public Health Week
Public health professionals impact health and wellness throughout Missouri

The Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services (DHSS) is joining partners across the state and nation to recognize National Public Health Week (NPHW), April 6–12, a time to honor the people and programs working every day to protect the health of Missouri communities. National Public Health Week is an opportunity to spotlight the essential contributions of public health professionals across Missouri’s 115 local public health agencies and the state’s health department. 

“Public health touches every part of life in Missouri—from access to clean water and safe food to emergency preparedness, maternal and child health, chronic disease prevention, behavioral health, and so much more,” said DHSS Director Sarah Willson. “National Public Health Week gives us a chance to recognize these efforts and to celebrate the individuals and teams who keep our communities safe.”

Alongside DHSS team members, local public health agencies address a wide range of public health issues, from assessing environmental safety to providing emergency services during natural disasters. They protect food safety by inspecting restaurants and grocery stores, while simultaneously working to control communicable diseases such as flu and tuberculosis and alleviating chronic conditions including heart disease, diabetes and stroke in their communities.
[local quote]

While the 115 local public health agencies are autonomous in Missouri, they work closely with DHSS to bring statewide initiatives and programs to the local level, while identifying and tailoring them to the specific needs of their unique communities. 

[proclamation info if applicable] [leader] called upon [citizens] to join in the observance by helping families, friends, neighbors, coworkers and leaders better understand the value of public health and supporting great opportunities to adopt preventive lifestyle habits.

View Missouri’s public health system at a glance to see how public health impacts Missourians’ daily lives. 







