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Goals for Today

● Causes of crime

● What works to prevent crime



What causes crime?

Complex and cumulative



Theories of 
Criminal 
Behavior

● Neighborhood based (cohesion and trust)

● Strain (financial or trauma)

● Learning (associations)

● Control (attachments, internal controls)

● Sanctioning (Deterrence, Rational Choice)

● Labeling (system based)
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Risk Factor Domains
● Area Characteristics

○ Poverty
○ Neighborhood disorganization

● Family Background/structure
○ Low parent education
○ Teenage mother
○ Family transitions

● Parent Stressors
○ Parent depressive symptoms
○ Parental stress
○ Parent drug or alcohol use

● Exposure to Family Violence
○ Parental partner conflict
○ Maltreatment victimization

● Parent-Child Relationship
○ Low attachment to parent
○ Low attachment to child
○ Inconsistent discipline

● Education
○ Low commitment to school
○ Low college expectations
○ School drop out

● Peer Relationships
○ Delinquent peers
○ Unsupervised time with friends

● Early Intimate Relationships
○ Precocious parenthood
○ Precocious cohabitation

● Adolescent Stressors
○ Negative life events
○ Depressive symptoms
○ Low self-esteem

● Antisocial Behavior
○ General delinquency
○ Problem alcohol or drug use
○ Hostility
○ Aggression



Child 
Maltreatment

Cumulative Risk
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What 
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Criminology

Law making, law breaking, and society’s response



Conclusion

● Causes of crime are complex and cumulative

● Evidence Based Practices



Thank you

https://crimesolutions.ojp.gov/
https://www.blueprintsprograms.org/
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