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Purpose:
The purpose of this statute is to increase the number of heritage language and culture
teachers in Minnesota.

Definition:
"Heritage language and culture teachers" means teachers with a connection to a
community's language and culture who use this connection to support students as they
learn academic content or the language and culture of that particular community.

2023 Minnesota Statute 122A.631
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Licensure via Portfolio

The time and effort required to compile portfolio 
items documenting the knowledge, skills and competencies 
required for licensure is considerable. 

These cohorts are designed to support candidates to prepare 
their portfolios for external review.
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Licensure via Portfolio

As a replacement for a teacher preparation program, 

candidates can expect a rigorous process.
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Maybe I don’t need to do a portfolio!

• Completed teacher preparation in Minnesota, another state, 
or another country with at least 12 weeks of student 
teaching in your language; or

• Hold a professional teaching license in another state in 
World Languages and you have two years of teaching 
experience as the teacher of record; or

• Three years of experience as the teacher of record under a 
Tier 2 license.
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Licensure Area

• This pathway: -> K-12 World Languages and Cultures

• Your goal is to become an elementary classroom teacher in a 
language immersion program; -> Elementary Education

• Your goal is to earn an American Indian Language, History 
and Culture license -> AILHC license

PELSB Heritage Language Pathway Seminar, January, 2024 8



Licensure via Portfolio
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Benefits of Cohort Participation

Prepare
Portfolios

Collaboration with other Heritage Language Teachers

PELSB Dedicated Guidance & Support

Guided Workshops and Trainings

Success Navigators – Expert Heritage Language teachers as mentors 

Fees covered by PELSB 

Sub costs covered by PELSB 

World Languages and Cultures Non-Teaching Content Standards MET

Independent Heritage Language Review Panel for Portfolio Reviews

PELSB Heritage Language Pathway Seminar, January, 2024



Which Cohort is for me?

Initial Licensure Cohort Additional Licensure Cohort

Two Cohorts

• I currently hold a Tier 1 or Tier 
2 license

• I want to earn a K-12 World 
Languages and Cultures to 
teach my heritage language

• I already hold a Tier 3 or a Tier 4 
license

• I want to add K-12 World 
Languages and Cultures to teach 
my heritage language
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Which Cohort is for me?

Initial Licensure Cohort Additional Licensure Cohort

Duration of Each Cohort

• Still TBD
• Expectation: 18 month Cohort
• Meets regularly – 2-3 per 

month
• Virtual evening meetings
• Occasional in person meetings

• Still TBD
• Expectation: 6 month Cohort
• Meets regularly - twice per 

month
• Virtual evening meetings
• 2 - 3 in person meetings
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Which Cohort is for me?

Initial Licensure Cohort
must complete TWO portfolios

Additional Licensure Cohort
must complete ONE portfolio

The Commitment

• Pedagogy portfolio demonstrating 
the candidate meets April 2023 
Standards of Effective Practice.

• Portfolio demonstrating the 
candidate meets World 
Languages and 
Cultures Standards.
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• Portfolio demonstrating the 
candidate meets World 
Languages and 
Cultures Standards.



• 5 Standards

• 24 Standards Considered "Met"
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The Commitment

World Languages and 
Cultures Content Standards

14



3 Options for Demonstration of Proficiency

PELSB Board-approved assessment

Translator/Interpreter certificate

International Diploma

OR

OR
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• 8 Standards

• Total of 71 Sub-standards

6/18/2018

The Commitment

Standards of Effective 
Practice
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Application Opens
• Thursday, January 18

Application Due
• Wednesday, January 31

Notification of Candidate Status
• Wednesday, February 7

Kickoff Meetings
• Week of February 12
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Criteria Under Consideration

Criteria for 
Selection

Initial Pilot Cohort will support a small group of teachers

Balance between cohorts : Similar numbers of teachers for each cohort

Access to Teacher Preparation Programs : Some heritage languages have less 
access to teacher prep programs

Licensure via Portfolio is rigorous and self-driven
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Contact Us:
Heritage.PELSB@state.mn.us


