
May 3, 2021 

Via Electronic Delivery  

Dear Commissioner Dr. Mueller 
 
We have been in frequent communication with families and school leaders in our district, including ISD 194, 
and the issues they have regarding the state Safe Learning Plan guidelines they are required to follow. We 
share their major concerns that the guidelines issued by the Minnesota Department of Health and Minnesota 
Department of Education lack common-sense and lead to unnecessary disruptions to in-person learning and 
activities. If we can plan for hundreds of thousands at a State Fair, students and families demand updated 
school learning guidelines similar to states like North Dakota! 
 
Under the current guidelines requiring both social distancing and masks, there is still a requirement to 
quarantine if individuals come in close contact with someone testing positive with COVID-19. This includes 
when both parties are wearing a mask, per the Governor’s orders. 
 
If the masks are effective at preventing the spread of the virus, especially in situations when both parties are 
wearing a mask, the need to quarantine makes little sense and undermines the message on the value of the 
masks. Either the masks work, or they do not work. 
 
We would ask you look to and adopt the North Dakota guidance for quarantine and mask use, which advises: 
 

“With this guidance, close contacts will continue to be defined as individuals who have been within 
six feet of an infected person for a total of 15 minutes during a 24-hour period. Close contact will still 
need to be quarantined for 14 days from their last exposure unless both the infected person and the 
close contact were wearing a mask at all times during the exposure, this would exempt the contact 
from being quarantined.” 

 
Additionally, with the wide availability of the vaccine and as our school staff continue to be vaccinated, 
anyone having been vaccinated should be exempted from the quarantine guidelines. This will help ensure 
that our school staff, primarily teachers, are in school to lead in-person instruction. 
 
In consultation with our school leaders, we believe updated and clarified guidelines that take a more 
common-sense approach to contact tracing and quarantines will allow us to enhance our ability to educate 
our children safely, effectively, and mostly in person to finishing the school year strong.  
 
Thank you for the consideration.  
  
Best Regards, 
 
 
 
Jon Koznick       Zach Duckworth 
State Representative      State Senator 
District 58A       District 58 

                                                                                        
 
281 State Office Building, 100 Rev Dr. Martin Luther King Jr Blvd, St. Paul, MN 55155-1298                                            (651) 296-6926 

rep.jon.koznick@house.mn 

 
Jon Koznick 
State Representative 
 
District 58A 
Dakota County  

 

 

 

   Minnesota 

   House of 

   Representatives  


