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Dear Governor Walz, 

    Minnesota 

    House of 

    Representatives

First, we want to thank you for the tremendous job you are doing leading our state through an incredibly 

challenging time. The number of difficult decisions that need to be made on a daily basis to keep 

Minnesotans safe is truly unprecedented. We recognize the good work you are doing and know that you 

are carefully weighing the pros and cons of every action taken. 

 

As we move closer to the walleye fishing opener and the spring turkey season, we encourage you to take 

several important aspects of these activities into account. First, hunting and fishing are specifically 

preserved in our State Constitution (Art. XIII, Sec. 12). As such, decisions regarding access to hunting 

and fishing, and access to the tools needed to meaningfully participate in these activities, should be 

given greater weight than activities that are purely recreational. 

 

In addition, hunting and fishing play an integral role in providing healthy food for many Minnesotans.  

If access to hunting and fishing is negatively impacted, there will be disproportionate impacts on 

communities who rely on hunting and fishing to feed their families. Further, many Indigenous 

Minnesotans retain rights to hunt and fish on treaty territory, regardless of where they currently reside. 

 

We encourage you to take these unique aspects of hunting and fishing into account as decisions are 

made, keeping in mind that accessing bait and ammunition are integral to meaningfully participate in  

our constitutionally protected abilities to hunt and fish.  

 

We will be doing our part by encouraging Minnesotans to purchase their licenses online and to follow 

safe social distancing guidelines when accessing public lands and waters. Please let us know if you or 

your staff would like to discuss these issues further. 

 

Thank you for your careful consideration of this important issue. 

 

                 
Jamie Becker-Finn      Fue Lee 

Assistant Majority Leader     Assistant Majority Leader 

State Representative, District 42B    State Representative, District 59A 



 
 

cc: Commissioner Sarah Strommen, Department of Natural Resources 

     Commissioner Steve Grove, Department of Employment and Economic Development 


