
Adopt-a-Drain Program for K-12 Teachers

Presented by Kris Bennett and Adopt-a-Drain partners



WATCH VIDEO

This button is interactive! 
Click to watch.

Clean Water Begins at Your Curb

https://player.pbs.org/viralplayer/3041329693/


Minnesota Is the Premiere Adopt-a-Drain State



Any Minnesota Resident Can Adopt a Storm Drain



How to Adopt a Storm Drain



How to Prevent Runoff Pollution



Drain Cleaning Tips

Not just the drains

While the program asks you to adopt a drain, clearing 
debris from streets and sidewalks is helpful, since 
anything on pavement can wash into storm drains 
when it rains.



Drain Cleaning Tips

Separate and dispose of debris

Separate debris into three categories and place in  
appropriate receptacles: trash, recyclables, and 
compostables. 

Spring sediment is not compostable as it contains 
chemicals from deicers used over the winter. Put it in 
the trash. 

If there is A LOT of sediment near your drain, notify 
city staff, as this may be an indicator of a bigger 
problem.



Storm Drain Cleaning Examples



Adopt-a-Drain in Schools



Adopt-a-Drain in Schools

Questions

What do you already know about School and Educator participation in Adopt-a-Drain?

What have you noticed regarding School and Educator possibilities?

What do you wonder?



Minneapolis, Minnesota

In the Spring of 2021, the City of 
Minneapolis led the way with the K-12 
Adopt-a-Drain Program and paid for 
teacher training and classroom materials to 
support any teacher and classroom in the 
city.

By Spring 2023, participants 
include more than:

● 4000 students 
● 177 classrooms
● 28 schools

Collective Impact



St Paul, Minnesota

In the Spring of 2022, Capitol Region 
Watershed District began the K-12 
Adopt-a-Drain Program in a focus area of St 
Paul.

By Spring 2023, participants 
include more than:

● 1300 students 
● 55 classrooms
● 14 schools

Collective Impact



Still Growing!

In Spring 2023 we added Edina, 
Nine Mile Creek Watershed 
District and Hennepin County as 
our funding partners!

We can’t wait to see what 
happens next.

Collective Impact



So far, reported by survey:
● Over 200 drains maintained at schools
● Over 150 drains at home

Collective Impact

So far, reported with new online tracking:
● Over 150 drains at schools
● Over 40 drains at home



How many drains should we adopt? 
As many as you want!

Does it matter exactly where the drain is located? 
Nope! Focus on cleaning drains that are safe and on 
quiet streets. But adopt whichever drain is available 
to adopt.

Can I only clean around my own drains?
Nope! You can clean anywhere you find debris. 
Then report it back to the drain you adopted. We 
want data but the data is all thrown together. Clean 
anywhere you can.

How often should we clean the drains? 
Do what works for you. Maybe this is once a year. 
Maybe this is once a week. We thank you for 
doing what you can.

How accurate does reporting online need to be? 
Estimate, estimate, estimate. We would rather 
have a general sense of your amounts than have 
you worry about details and then not report 
anything.

Can students adopt drains at home? Yes! Please 
share with families!

K-12 Program Flexibility



Reasons Educators Participate

Citizen Science that includes collecting and sharing data

Service-Learning that helps prevent the top four 
pollutants from entering our waterways
 
Walking Field Trips in the school neighborhood!

Scientific Inquiry and Engineering Practice

Online Science Content

Opportunity to connect students and families to their 
local waterways

K-12 Program Flexibility



To begin: Steps to Get Started



To begin:

Visit adopt-a-drain.org to find a drain to adopt.

You’ll be able to see which drains have 
already been adopted and what people have 
named them.

Then explore your neighborhood on a walking 
field trip and “visit” all the drains you can find!

#1. Adopt Your Storm Drain Online

https://mn.adopt-a-drain.org/#about-adopt-a-drain
https://mn.adopt-a-drain.org/#about-adopt-a-drain


To begin:

Naming drains creates a sense of ownership and shared responsibility by your students for your local 
storm drains. Plus it’s fun! Choose something snazzy and change it as often as you’d like to keep students 
engaged.
Drain name examples:
● Drainy McDrain Face
● Slurpee
● Cloggy McLakeMaker
● Jewel
● Bobsicle
● Drain the Block Johnson
● Purple Drain
● Ger-rain-ium Drain-ium
● Gulpy
● Drainakin Skywalker

#2. Name Your Drain

https://mn.adopt-a-drain.org/#about-adopt-a-drain


This important step helps us see how many drains are adopted by schools.

#3. Select “School or Classroom” on Your Profile



To begin:

Ask students to collect data as they clear debris 
from neighborhoods and storm drains.

Ask:

● What did you collect?      type of debris

● How much did you pick up?      lbs or gallons

● How long did it take?       minutes 

#4. Clean Up and Collect Data

https://mn.adopt-a-drain.org/#about-adopt-a-drain


To begin: #5. Record Data Online

Contribute to real citizen science and report your work so 
we can better track our impact!



To begin:

Reward students for:

● Protecting local waterways

● Collecting and recording citizen science data

● Participating in service-learning 

● Taking place-based action in their school 

communities and neighborhoods

● Spreading the word to friends and families

#6. Reward Students

https://mn.adopt-a-drain.org/#about-adopt-a-drain


To begin:

Discover engaging and interactive water videos and modules at cgee.hamline.edu

#7. Use Online K-12 Resources

https://mn.adopt-a-drain.org/#about-adopt-a-drain
https://cgee.hamline.edu/


To begin:

Email your inspiring classroom stories and photos to us at k12@adopt-a-drain.org

#8. Share Stories

https://mn.adopt-a-drain.org/#about-adopt-a-drain
mailto:k12@adopt-a-drain.org


To begin:

Encourage families to adopt drains at home! Families can tell us online that a teacher encouraged them to join. 
Students love sharing their adventures at home with teachers and students in class. 
 
 

#9. Get Families Involved

https://mn.adopt-a-drain.org/#about-adopt-a-drain


Available Teacher Support Materials

Watersheds, cities, and other entities are funding teacher support materials in this 
effort. See our new website to learn more about program costs: 

https://ms4.adopt-a-drain.org/educators

https://ms4.adopt-a-drain.org/educators


Available Teacher Support Materials

Poster
To hang in the classroom

Hat and Water Bottle
Use while out clearing storm drains!

Drawstring Bag
To carry materials 



Available Teacher Support Materials

5 Gallon Bucket
To store materials or use while out clearing storm drains!



Available Teacher Support Materials

New Teacher Guide!



Available Teacher Support Materials

Sign Up & Safety TipsData Collection Cards



Available Teacher Support Materials

Stickers, Tattoos, and PencilsSign Up Cards for Families 
Language translation Spanish, Somali, and Hmong



Available Teacher Support

Newsletter for Adopt-a-Drain K-12 Teachers full of 
stories, tips, and tricks! Check your inbox…



Available Teacher Support

Priority invitations to Professional Development Rivers Institutes

Priority invitations to Waters to the Sea webinars

https://sites.google.com/hamline.edu/cgee/cornerstone-programs/professional-development-and-graduate-programs/teacher-institutes
https://sites.google.com/hamline.edu/cgee/current-initiatives/waters-to-the-sea-webinars


Follow Adopt-a-Drain on Facebook 
and Instagram for weekly news to 
share with students.

Available Teacher Support



Thank You!


