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Work-around for Initiative Tribes using SSIS and the 
Adoption Assistance Eligibility Determination 
For the question “ICWA applies”, the system should automatically recognize that ICWA does not apply to 
children receiving services provided by the initiative tribes using the SSIS system, and should autofill “No”, 
without workers entering ICWA records for these children.  This will be fixed in a future release. 

Current work-around 

Once a child needs to have the Adoption Assistance Eligibility Determination created: 
Create an ICWA record for the child and set the question on the ICWA Applies/Determinations tab “Does the 
agency know/have reason to know ICWA applies?” to “No.”  This will set the Calculated ICWA Determination for 
the child to “No, ICWA/MIFPA does not apply.”  The ICWA Status can be left as “Draft.”  Once this is completed, 
the fields on the Adoption Assistance Eligibility Determination will be filled as follows: 

• ICWA applies – will be set to No 
• ICWA adopt plcmt pref – will not be required 
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If workers enter an ICWA record indicating that ICWA applies, then the “ICWA adopt plcmt pref” will also be 
required, and this is incorrect.  ICWA is a US federal law, which does not apply when an initiative tribe is the 
responsible agency. 
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