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Work-around for County Agencies using SSIS and the 
Adoption Assistance Eligibility Determination—when the 
Tribe has Legal Responsibility 
The Adoption Assistance Eligibility Determination logic does not consider whether there has been a prior 
transfer to tribal court when determining whether ICWA Adoptive Placement Preferences are required when a 
county agency is financially responsible for the placement, but the tribe has legal responsibility.  This will be 
fixed in a future release. 

Current work-around for county agencies 

If the child needs to have the Adoption Assistance Eligibility Determination created, and they have had a prior 
transfer to tribal court, but the ICWA Adoptive Placement Preferences are being required on the AA Eligibility 
Determination: 

Create an ICWA Adoptive Placement Preferences record for the child on their Continuous Placement and 
answer the following questions as follows: 

• “Did the agency consult with the Tribe regarding” – select “Yes” for all 
• “Select all placement type/settings that were available” – select “Yes” for all 
• “Of the available type/settings, indicate the one selected” – select the first one:  “A placement that 

complies with the order of preference for adoptive placements established by an Indian child’s tribe, in 
accordance with 25 USC 1915(c)” 
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This will satisfy the requirement on the Adoption Assistance Eligibility Determination. 
Once the fix is installed, the Adoption Assistance Eligibility Determination will check to see if there has been a 
Transfer to tribal court for each child where ICWA applies = Yes.   If there has been a transfer to tribal court, it 
will display the Date of transfer to tribal court.  As long as the “Date of transfer to tribal court” is before the 
Continuous Placement Discharge Date (which it should be if it transferred prior to the adoption finalization), 
then the ICWA Adoptive Placement Preferences will not be required. 
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