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Secretary of State, Director Brater, and/or any rulemaker and/or rulemaking body within
MDOS pertaining to Michigan elections (this includes but is not limited to
letters/guidance issued to clerks);

11. All training materials made available to clerks relating to the management, running,
administering, and/or supervising of elections – a specific description of the documents
can be found here:  https://www.michigan.gov/sos/elections/admin-info ;

12. All training materials made available to clerks relating to any aspect of elections found
in this following portal: https://mielections.csod.com/client/mielections/default.aspx .

 
Thank you,
John
 

From: MDOS-BOERegulatory <MDOS-BOERegulatory@michigan.gov>
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 at 9:51 AM
To: Jonathan Burns <JBurns@house.mi.gov>
Subject: Request for Records #2355

Dear John Burns,
 
The Department is unable to process this request. 
 
Section 3(1) of the FOIA, MCL 15.233(1), requires a request to describe a public
record sufficiently to enable the Department to find the record.  In addition, the
Department is not required to make a compilation of information or perform
research.  There are multiple understandings of what is being requested and the
phrase “…all training materials offered or otherwise provided to elections clerks”
that are reasonably known or unknown to the Department. This uncertainty
prevents it from being able to conduct a search.  The uncertainty of this request
is furthered by the fact that there are no time limitations for this request, nor any
limitations on timeframes (e.g. year, date to date) or search terms (e.g. absentee
ballot, election day). 
You are welcome to refine your request to enable the Department to search for
records by providing names of individuals to search, search terms, or by clarifying
this request.
 
Please consider using the online MDOS FOIA portal for this and all future
requests: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/resources/transparency
Benefits include password security, ability to pay with a credit card, documents
available online (no flashdrive)
The instructions are attached.
 
Respectfully submitted,
 
 



Sherri Hines
 
Sherri Hines
FOIA Coordinator
Michigan Department of State
Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson
Bureau of Elections
PO Box 20126
Lansing, MI 48901
BOERegulatory@michigan.gov
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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT NOTICE 
 

December 18, 2024 
 

John Burns 
N-892 House Office Building 
PO Box 30014 
Lansing, MI 48909 
 
Via Email: jburns@house.mi.gov 

 
John Burns: 

The Michigan Department of State (Department) acknowledges receipt of your request for 
records emailed December 10, 2024, made pursuant to the Michigan Freedom of Information 
Act (FOIA), 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 et seq.  A request sent electronically is considered 
received on the business day following its transmission; here, December 11, 2024.  MCL 
15.235(1).  The Department has begun to process the request under the FOIA and issues this 
preliminary notice in response to your request, a copy of which is attached and incorporated 
herein. 

In order to determine whether the Department possesses existing, nonexempt public records 
responsive to your request, we are extending the time for responding to your request by 10 
business days (in addition to the standard 5 business days allowed for a response), as permitted 
by FOIA, MCL 15.235.  A notice will be issued to you on or before January 7, 2025.  

  
Sincerely, 
  
Sherri Hines 
 
Sherri Hines 
FOIA Coordinator  
Bureau of Elections 
BOERegulatory@michigan.gov 
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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT NOTICE 
 

January 7, 2025 
 
John Burns 
N-892 House Building Office 
PO Box 30014 
Lanisng, MI 78909 
 
Via Email: jburns@house.mi.gov 
 
John Burns: 
 

The Michigan Department of State (Department) has begun processing your request for records 
under the provisions of the Michigan Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 1976 PA 442, MCL 
15.231 et seq. 

Your request is granted as to existing, non-exempt records in the possession of the Agency that 
fall within the scope of your request. To process your request, the Department estimates a 
FOIA processing fee of $8,781.75 to search for, retrieve, review, examine, and separate exempt 
material, if any. The FOIA authorizes the Department to charge for mailing costs, copying, 
searching, reviewing, deleting and separating exempt from nonexempt information (MCL 
15.234). The failure to charge a fee for the search, examination, review, and the deletion and 
separation of exempt from nonexempt information would result in unreasonably high costs to 
the Department in this particular instance because, unlike a simple report or a small amount of 
documents with nonexempt information, your request involves a number of documents and 
would require employee(s) to be diverted from their original duties to process this request and 
will be required to expend additional time to complete their regularly assigned duties. 

The Department’s estimated costs to process your FOIA request are attached. The charge for 
the Department’s labor is the burdened (salary + 50% of benefits) hourly rate of the lowest paid 
employee(s) capable of completing the necessary tasks. Please note that the stated amounts 
are estimates only and may increase or decrease depending on the final costs incurred. 

In order to process your request, please pay the 50% non-refundable processing fee of 
$4,390.88.  FOIA authorizes the Department to charge for mailing costs, copying, searching, 
reviewing, deleting, and separating exempt from nonexempt information (MCL 15.234).  The 
failure to charge a fee for the search, examination, review, and the deletion and separation of 
exempt from nonexempt information would result in unreasonably high costs to the 



John Burns 
January 7, 2025 
FOIA Request #2355 
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Department in this particular instance because your request requires Department employee(s) 
to be diverted from their regularly assigned duties in order to process your request.     
 
Checks or money orders should be made payable to the STATE OF MICHIGAN and mailed to: 
 
Michigan Department of State, Cashier Unit 
7064 Crowner Drive 
Lansing, MI 48918 
 
As set forth under section 4(14) of the FOIA, MCL 15.234(14), the Department must receive the 
required deposit within 45 days after your receipt of this notice, which is February 24, 2025, 
otherwise, the FOIA request will be considered abandoned and the Department will not be 
required to fulfill the request. 
 
Please include a copy of the invoice when making payment in order for the Cashier Unit to 
know where to forward the payment documents. 
 
Upon receiving your non-refundable deposit, the Department will continue processing your 
request.  
 
The Department estimates it can process your request in approximately 8 weeks. Again, this is 
an estimate only issued today and may vary depending on staffing (vacations, illnesses, etc.) 
and workload. The Department will notify you when completed and send the records upon 
receipt of your final payment of the actual balance due. As set forth under section 4(14) of 
the FOIA, MCL 15.234(14), if a fee appeal has not been filed under section 10a of the FOIA, MCL 
15.240a, the Department must receive the required deposit within 45 days after your 
statutorily determined receipt of this notice, otherwise the FOIA request will be considered 
abandoned, and the Department will not be required to fulfill the request. 
 
The Department’s FOIA Procedures and Guidelines can be accessed at www.michigan.gov/sos, 
under the “FOIA” tab at the bottom of the page. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Sherri Hines 
 
Sherri Hines 
FOIA Coordinator  
Bureau of Elections 
BOERegulatory@michigan.gov 

 
 



Date: January 7, 2025 Request ID: 2355

John Burns
N-892 House Building Office, PO Box 30014
Lansing, MI 48909
jburns@house.mi.gov

Cashier: Please email BOERegulatory@michigan.gov  when fees are received.

DESCRIPTION QUANITY UNIT 
COST AMOUNT

Labor costs* to search, locate, and examine** 40 $48.28  $  1,931.20 
Labor costs* to search, locate, and examine** 30 $39.21  $  1,176.30 
Labor costs* for review and separation of exempt 
from non-exempt material** 40 $68.92  $  2,756.80 

Labor costs* for review and separation of exempt 
from non-exempt material** 40 $48.28  $  1,931.20 

Non-paper physical media (e.g. CD, DVD, flashdrive) 
and list actual costs. 1 $6.00  $         6.00 

Duplication and publication (copying, scanning, etc.) $0.10  $              -   
Labor costs* to duplicate or publish** 25 $39.21  $     980.25 
Mailing (describe and list item and actual cost)  $              -   

SUBTOTAL  $  8,781.75 

Less waiver for indigent persons*** $20.00
Less reduction for untimely response                        
(subtotal x 5% reduction per day x __ days) $439.09 $0.00

TOTAL  $  8,781.75 

DEPOSIT (If the total fee is more than $50.00, you will 
be asked to pay a deposit of one-half (1/2) of the 
amount of the total fee.  The total fee and deposit are 
estimates, and your final costs may vary from these 
amounts.)

 $ 4,390.88 

BALANCE  TBD 

Freedom of Information Act Detailed Itemization of Fees

Make check payable to State of Michigan and mail to: Michigan Department of State, Cashier Unit, 7064 Crowner 
Drive, Lansing, MI 48918

*Labor costs will be calculated using the lowest paid Department employee capable of each task.  If more than one hourly rate is used, each will be 
listed on other copies of this form.

***You must submit an affidavit of indigency to quality for this fee waiver.

**hourly wage + 50% multiplier for fringe benefits, not to exceed 50% or actual cost of fringe benefit
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#1 seeks the index(es) / list(s) of materials MDOS uses to train clerks. 
 
Accordingly, Rep. Smit requests that these materials referenced below be produced to her
office on or before February 21, 2025.
 
Thank you,
John
 
 
Materials Requested
 
For the following materials requested, unless otherwise stated below, the applicable time-
period of the request is limited to the 2024-2025.  
 

1. All indexes and/or lists of materials used by MDOS to train clerks to
run/manage/supervise/administer/oversee Michigan elections;

2. A current sitemap of all public and non-public facing internet pages for the Bureau of
Elections; 

3. A current sitemap of the e learning portal
(https://mielections.csod.com/client/mielections/default.aspx)

4. The current leadership/ personnel organizational chart for MDOS; 
5. The current leadership/ personnel organizational chart for the Bureau of Elections;
6. The current electronic mail distribution list for all Michigan clerks (at every level) used by

the Bureau of Elections to disseminate all Guidance – including but not limited to
opinion letters from Director Jonathan Brater and/or the Secretary of State;

7. The current US mail distribution list for all Michigan clerks used by the Bureau of
Elections to disseminate Guidance – including but not limited to opinion letters from
Director Jonathan Brater;

8. (Time period 2016 to present) All opinions (operative during the time period) of the
Secretary of State interpreting Michigan elections law and /or regulations and/or
administrative rules (this includes but is not limited to letters /guidance issued to clerks,
etc.); 

9. (Time period 2016 to present) All opinions of the Director of Elections Jonathan Brater
(or other Director during the period) interpreting Michigan elections law and /or
regulations and/or administrative rules (this includes but is not limited to letters and/or
guidance issued to clerks); 

10. (Time period 2016 to present) All administrative rules and/or regulations created by the
Secretary of State, Director Brater, and/or any rulemaker and/or rulemaking body within
MDOS pertaining to Michigan elections (this includes but is not limited to
letters/guidance issued to clerks);

11. All current training materials made available to clerks relating to the management,
running, administering, and/or supervising of elections – a specific description of the
documents can be found here:  https://www.michigan.gov/sos/elections/admin-info ;
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Response: MDOS maintains a copy of the leadership organizational chart on the MDOS 
website which can be accessed by visiting the Department of State information page, 
located at MDOS Org Chart.  
 

5. The current leadership / personnel organizational chart for the Bureau of Elections.  
 
Response: Please see attached February 2025 organizational chart for the Bureau of 
Elections (BOE.)  

 
6. The current electronic mail distribution list for all Michigan clerks (at every level) used 

by the Bureau of Elections to disseminate all Guidance – including but not limited to 
opinion letters from Director Jonathan Brater and/or the Secretary of State. 

 
Response: Please see attached electronic mail distribution list used by the BOE to 
communicate with Michigan clerks. The list is compiled using the preferred contact 
information submitted by clerks when establishing their eLearning accounts.  

 
7. The current US mail distribution list for all Michigan clerks used by the Bureau of 

Elections to disseminate Guidance – including but not limited to opinion letters from 
Director Jonathan Brater. 

 
Response: All BOE guidance issued to Michigan clerks is completed via electronic mail. 
This cost effective and efficient method of communication allows BOE to communicate 
effectively and quickly with Michigan’s 1,604 clerks. As such, BOE does not maintain or 
utilize a United States Postal Service distribution list.  

 
8. (Time period 2016 to present) All opinions (operative during the time period) of the 

Secretary of State interpreting Michigan elections law and /or regulations and/or 
administrative rules (this includes but is not limited to letters /guidance issued to clerks, 
etc.). 

 
Response: Any opinions of the Secretary of State interpreting Michigan’s laws related to 
elections, campaign finance, and lobby registration are made available online for 
interested parties to review. Specifically, they can be found at the following websites: 
 

Michigan Campaign Finance Act: 
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/elections/disclosure/cfr/declaratory-rulings-and-
interpretive-statements/michigan-campaign-finance-act-summary-and-full-text-
of-rulingsign finance act summary and full text of rulings 
 
Michigan Lobby Registration Act:  
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/elections/disclosure/lobby/declaratory-rulings-and-
statements/lobby-registration-act-summary-and-full-text-of-rulings  
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9. (Time period 2016 to present) All opinions of the Director of Elections Jonathan Brater 
(or other Director during the period) interpreting Michigan elections law and /or 
regulations and/or administrative rules (this includes but is not limited to letters and/or 
guidance issued to clerks). 

 
Response: Please see attached copies of any opinions issued by the Director of Elections 
from 2019 to the present.  

 
10. (Time period 2016 to present) All administrative rules and/or regulations created by the 

Secretary of State, Director Brater, and/or any rulemaker and/or rulemaking body within 
MDOS pertaining to Michigan elections (this includes but is not limited to 
letters/guidance issued to clerks). 

 
Response: The Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA), maintains 
Michigan’s Administrative Rulemaking System (ARS), the statewide online database for 
administrative rules. The database, which contains nine sets of administrative rules 
related to elections and campaign finance, is directly linked on the MDOS Elections 
homepage (https://michigan.gov/sos/elections). The applicable rulesets include the 
following: 
 

 Board of State Canvasser Procedures 
 Campaign Financing  
 Casino Interest Registration 
 Conduct of Election Recounts 
 Disqualification from Ballot Based Upon Contents of Affidavit of Identity 
 Electronic Voting Systems 
 Lobbyist Registration and Reporting 
 Online Absent Voter Ballot Application 
 Signature Matching for Absent Voter Ballot Applications and Absent Voter Ballot 

Envelopes 

11. All current training materials made available to clerks relating to the management, 
running, administering, and/or supervising of elections – a specific description of the 
documents can be found here:  https://www.michigan.gov/sos/elections/admin-info. 

 
Response: A core principle of MDOS and BOE is ensuring transparency in the election 
process and providing Michigan residents with an interest in understanding the 
administration of elections access to relevant documents and training materials. As such, 
the documents listed on the referenced website are available for all residents to read and 
review. Importantly, these materials are not access limited or password protected.   Please 
see the below links for copies of the materials. 
 

 Migov BOE YouTube videos: 
https://www.youtube.com/user/MigovBOE/playlists  
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 Michigan election law: 
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(cd3jjfjenkcugc4wlbwnhjwz))/mileg.aspx?page=
GetObject&objectname=mcl-Act-116-of-1954 

 Michigan HAVA Security Grant Plan: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01mcalpine/Michigan HAVA Security Grant Plan.
pdf?rev=9560db34d3da4267bc0c4a109ee35cf5&hash=5235631C699015CB9A32
E3D9787CC2CF 

 August – November 2025 Election Dates: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/Election-Administrators/Election-
Dates.pdf?rev=157d2123dcc54918a327e481f755e72f&hash=E28E5582935D3C1
DA1B4221CF9BAC8E3 

 May 2025 Election Dates: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/Election-Administrators/Election-
Calendar.pdf?rev=563515387572471eba0923f8bea24378&hash=4AC142F94CC
0A0B8A2CF67D88EFE1BE0 

 ED-140: Michigan Voter Information Center flyer: 
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01lawensn/MVICFlyer.pdf?rev=a583a449853e4bf88
66b55d74d9f1428&hash=5B62BC47C24B9ED1A54AB85194C530B4 

 Printable Flyer/Poster: Ensuring & Securing Your Vote: 
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/04mcalpine/STATE LOCAL EnsuringAndSecuring
YourVote_for_Michigan.pdf?rev=a26f4dda90f745f0bfb552081f4a6f1f&hash=16
477C29B9A8EE1AB8F50BB5A932EEFB 

 Absent Voter Ballot Application (English): https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/Elections/Election-Forms/Absent-Voter-Ballot-
Application-
Fillable.pdf?rev=f820d4309bf44d20b692ad801b1c34fb&hash=7C5460181BA26
B17E67B20E3A2F2EAE1 

 Absent Voter Ballot Application (Large Print): https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/03mcalpine/Absent_Voter_Ballot_Application_-
_large_print_680764_7.pdf?rev=d4b270d4cf2a4817aa0d6ce1682f4577&hash=C9
F0043BB1784966313EFAF13731A995 

 Affidavit of Lost or Destroyed Absent Voter Ballot: 
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/03mcalpine/AffidavitofAbsentVoter.pdf?rev=95218
9076419472ab0b2725e7d6a316d&hash=FC2844A8F34D5A9331174383394152
C0 

 Michigan’s Absent Voter Process: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01mcalpine/Michigans-Absentee-Voting-
Process.pdf?rev=256f6930421d4b5fa3bd7f68b5d20413&hash=E56706528FD2B
C29770C64D0C71E4D40 
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 Absent Voter Ballot Processing: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01mcalpine/Absent-Voter-Ballot-
Processing.pdf?rev=23dc5cc9aa864b6195f26bc0d7277607&hash=3F769DC1BE
31B9F3B9B3DB49D92F65AA 

 Ballot Proofing: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01mcalpine/BallotInstruc.pdf?rev=8bd4f7c93cec4a1
69615b82700505d38&hash=4D68CE447F5F877EFF6B68A325C3649B 

 Mandated Ballot Instructional Language: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01mcalpine/Mandated_Ballot.pdf?rev=ced2de7776c
0470894744d3cf3a1a412&hash=8A97B6F09B697119C2A08431AAC14C35 

 Michigan Ballot Production Standards: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01mcalpine/BallotStandards.pdf?rev=703b3a1b44da
4750846467583784a8ea&hash=E26BEEABCCC10291B78AD2C0C5D8EBEA 

 The Appointment, Rights and Duties of Election Challengers and Poll Watchers: 
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01vanderroest/SOS_ED_2_CHALLENGERS.pdf?re
v=9b8d543f41d64460b93cf3660d241504&hash=051145205D3127298ECBACC
6CBC26A2F 

 Michigan Challenger Credential Card: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/25delrio/MichiganChallengerCredentialCard.pdf?rev
=9810e7f900854b97b1bc046367e51823&hash=3E00A04D86715647B3F35BC3
34A4C16F 

 Managing Your Election Day Polling Place: Election Inspectors Procedure 
Manual: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/Election-
Administrators/Managing-Your-Precinct-on-Election-
Day.pdf?rev=46d4805afd0d46ad99b4737376dcc96f&hash=FD6832747E4E39ED
7DE3F67A2FCDD9AD 

 Election Crimes Manual: Obligations and Penalties Imposed by State Election 
Laws: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/Election-
Administrators/Election-Crimes-Manual-Obligations-and-Penalties-Imposed-by-
State-Election-
Laws.pdf?rev=f905584185974554b31e428f6b12e100&hash=4EA3BB0C18CE86
79104F3D34DAB32FBC 

 Overview of Current Voter Intimidation and Firearms Laws: 
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/03mcalpine/Overview of Current Voter Intimidati
on_and_Firearms_Laws.pdf?rev=92fa5a11ae22410a8abd190e76be7253&hash=0
FCDB75D4C241ED1361CF2BF197E6512 

 Conduct Prohibited at Voting Related Locations: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/Elections/Election-Forms/Conduct-Prohibited-at-
Voting-Related-
Locations.pdf?rev=9844d9948f2044fd9232528de9d48d94&hash=F42C96381296
0C2EF0B7F781F38FF3B5 
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 Clerk Office Campaigning Instructions: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/03mcalpine/Clerk_Office_Campaigning_Instructions
_10_16_20.pdf?rev=1df59c8a02da4ef694ba50be9e0e8c35&hash=583618C28962
DFFC8503740CF80B72B6 

 Mandated Ballot Instructional Language: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01mcalpine/Mandated Ballot.pdf?rev=ced2de7776c
0470894744d3cf3a1a412&hash=8A97B6F09B697119C2A08431AAC14C35 

 Application to Vote: Poll List: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01mcalpine/Application_to_Vote.pdf?rev=274568e9
981d482f97fe30c9aac34472&hash=9DCF03526A5301B3F71F6A1C102889DD 

 Spanish Application to Vote: Poll List/ Solicitud para votar Lista electoral: 
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/25delrio/App to Vote Aff Combine1SPA 210417
7.pdf?rev=d80628cf15304621af622017496aa509&hash=B74CBF5FC9B30781

BE1E1A5B57B61D37 
 Bengali Application to Vote: Poll List: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-

/media/Project/Websites/sos/01holland/App_to_Vote_2012_Bengali_22013_2.pd
f?rev=7f2efa9fa02049bd96634dace969791c&hash=DC9A2764F8E2B0B4CFA17
C2FBD0CB94E 

 Sample Polling Location Layout: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01vanderroest/Sample Polling Location Layout.pdf
?rev=25fb7f97deec4edf8dce8f2e327e5638&hash=1C9187D54517CA843E1AA3
47194CD184 

 Determining the Validity of Ballot Markings: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01vanderroest/OptScan_Validity.pdf?rev=46497050
3f2d4dbcb644c7863f040c6f&hash=11211D618E6FB3744B4C07CE8C2A89F0 

 Election Officials Manual Introduction and Table of Contents: 
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01mcalpine/June_2011_Clerk_Accredi_Manual_Cov
erContent.pdf?rev=791d80a110da453fb83054e417a1642a&hash=5E080B97979C
7FB0107E28524D4772EA 

 Ch 1 The Structure of Michigan’s Election System: 
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01mcalpine/Structure-of-MI-Elections-
System.pdf?rev=dd95561eaadb480cba32d25fe94f9928&hash=52A5D445F80D9
CAD43A60C8FD5751F73  

 Ch 2 Voter Registration: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01mcalpine/Voter-
Registration.pdf?rev=4d01a644aebe47479ef463243ce2be80&hash=525F879B3B
A6CF5FE475E080082A8F94 

 Ch 2 Addendum Voter Registration Cancellation, Challenge, Correction: 
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
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/media/Project/Websites/sos/01mcalpine/Addendum-Voter-Registration-
Cancellation-Challenge-
Correction.pdf?rev=160bf4cd606b481fbdb06b181fd48e62&hash=D8A5861964C
C379958E7B9D4E1EB5322 

 Ch 3 Candidate Filings and Financial Disclosure Requirements: 
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01mcalpine/Candidate-Filings-and-Financial-
Disclosure-
Req.pdf?rev=7cf1b32d12be454abf83df72139f28f7&hash=7F89A8AE7A2EB8E
C504C1BD080A9D539 

 Ch 4 Write-In Candidates:  https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01mcalpine/Write-in-
Candidates.pdf?rev=bfca5d9eaac642649f75d61e25a63f68&hash=B905A9B13B1
C9F597DF85BF7DA2ACD28 

 Ch 5 Precinct Delegate Candidates: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01mcalpine/Precinct-Delegate-
Candidates.pdf?rev=6dea7177ec5246e3aee91d058962fc7a&hash=441C04B58B6
DB597CB12756A42D8CC73 

 Ch 6 Michigan’s Absent Voter Process: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01mcalpine/Michigans-Absentee-Voting-
Process.pdf?rev=256f6930421d4b5fa3bd7f68b5d20413&hash=E56706528FD2B
C29770C64D0C71E4D40 

 Ch 7 Federal Registration and Absentee Voting Programs: 
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/01mcalpine/MOVE-
Federal-Registration-and-Absentee-Voting-
Programs.pdf?rev=029b4b6973744c24bae24d2139958954&hash=ACE5212AAA
BD997BD826A631D4BD0B72 

 Ch 8 Absent Voter Ballot Processing: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01mcalpine/Absent-Voter-Ballot-
Processing.pdf?rev=23dc5cc9aa864b6195f26bc0d7277607&hash=3F769DC1BE
31B9F3B9B3DB49D92F65AA 

 Ch 9 Election Ballots: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01mcalpine/Election-
Ballots.pdf?rev=d638653479cd4e219f9215871efbf2dc&hash=B556FD86BC5DD
419C0AAC9D47AAF3F44 

 Ch 10 Preparation of Election Equipment: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01mcalpine/Preparation-of-Voting-
Equipment.pdf?rev=1004bfbf0b5b4d02a3b0c2d82d22f9b3&hash=2F5ED1DBF7
B32353B1F94BE478F3EAB1 

 Ch 11 Early Voting: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01mcalpine/Early-
Voting.pdf?rev=a85bceca56214bcda311cc5da57691d8&hash=4F94916932CA63
7BF033EF57383D40C6 
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 Ch 12 Election Day and the Voting Process: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01mcalpine/Election-Day-and-the-Voting-
Process.pdf?rev=bdefb4cc362d4ee38fd9e06d22ff96cb&hash=AB59CF2093CD5
76C2CD936581F57D9F3 

 Ch 13 Closing the Polls and the Precinct Canvass: 
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/01mcalpine/Closing-
the-Polls-and-the-Precinct-
Canvass.pdf?rev=5d5ab101786d4ddeae487318625057bd&hash=A02B715C365E
EAD20561DD90519410AF 

 Ch 14 Appointing and Training Election Inspectors: 
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01mcalpine/Appointing-and-Training-Election-
Inspectors.pdf?rev=5e594df270c74b49b8ad61a8ae1a4cbf&hash=E496A21BD8A
36FDC8AF7CB2D396D0AB7 

 Ch 15 Establishing Voting Precincts, Polling Places, and Early Voting Sites: 
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01mcalpine/Establishing-Voting-Precincts-Polling-
Places-Early-Voting-
Sites.pdf?rev=02819f8edfd242648857e397435e6689&hash=E9AAF422B6D447
BE40FC202DEB0A217D 

 Ch 16 Election Dates and School Election Coordination: 
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01mcalpine/Election-Dates-and-School-Election-
Coordination.pdf?rev=df587156c8ff4415b7f4b4ed076a0679&hash=C8768CDD9
56352D50A43A3D2C5152D5D 

 Ch 17 Election Preparation, Post-Election Duties, and Reporting Requirements: 
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01mcalpine/Election-Related-
Information.pdf?rev=c5fbbb69daa14cb4a8e6512fdfc0bcc5&hash=7B2FC03204A
B516B1C65F8DA5AAAAFE7 

 Ch 18 Recounts and Special Mail Elections: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01mcalpine/Recounts-and-Special-Mail-
Elections.pdf?rev=a8575e746f0b41b2b5d7495785dd2b67&hash=6454F2C01BA
247603071BC150FE60CC1 

 Ch 19 The Recall Process: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01mcalpine/The-Recall-
Process.pdf?rev=6d1ef07f60f247eabe34353885021b17&hash=3359D31C4029A0
7B7B7D645087FFFB9E 

 Polling Accessibility Checklist: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01holland/Polling_Place_Accessibility_Checklist__
Nonfillable.pdf?rev=07a8bb46a9be4c2a874ff93324beada4&hash=134164FB774
B9F871A8809F477CF1C38 
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 HAVA Complaint Process: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01vanderroest/HAVAComplaintProc.pdf?rev=36da6
a5ea1ae4ae789cd0e382aa38fd8&hash=B1A3BBEEE1B5639ECBC7A2EC5A923
887 

 Precinct Board’s Role in Securing and Maintaining a Fully Accessible Polling 
Place: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/28lawensn/The Precinct Board Role.pdf?rev=43e8
b49bb1e04e2a920f8aba377edd98&hash=74A8D74A7547B48840361A7902FDC
F79 

 Post-Election Audit Manual: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/02vanderroest/Post_Election_Audit_Manual.pdf?rev
=215460543b7841f6be64c257e9abfa72&hash=055C3A9834E46B0594D9DAD1
28CE713E 

 Post-Election Audit Printable Worksheet – AVCB: 
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/02vanderroest/Post_Election_Audit_Checklist__AV
CB.pdf?rev=6c0fc9cab39a415c8782d665e13c8a57&hash=67B1BA0E5DC018C2
E29C7B668AE69037 

 Post-Election Audit Printable Worksheet – Precinct: 
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/02vanderroest/Post Election Audit Checklist.pdf?re
v=73ffd746f4db49eea0b4301f2c6b90d8&hash=EF82E0B9A149DBEE1F24E07
D27F9A121 

 Post-Election Audit Printable Worksheet – PRE-AV: 
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/02vanderroest/Post-
Election-Audit-PRE-AV-Printable-
Worksheet.pdf?rev=120304425410498fb55c50a71bd4c94f&hash=85FA12C3EA
DA1C0B5179E9F58B4BF369 

 Post-Election Audit Printable Worksheet – EV: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/02vanderroest/Post-Election-Audit-EV-Printable-
Worksheet.pdf?rev=ac4e615dd6204ad88b3bf75ccfe03621&hash=A1290A89935
BD816AEE82B38CF79956C 

 Procedure for Handling Provisional Envelope Ballots Returned to Clerk’s Office 
for Review: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/02vanderroest/Procedure for Handling Env Ballots
.pdf?rev=357cf9b8647e4de5ba4587778a29a16a&hash=9BA44B9B95C5559BF6
FEA7253A5FED6C 

 Provisional Ballot Form: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/02vanderroest/Provisional_Ballot_Form_web_versio
n.pdf?rev=e9f413bcbe364aa889959575c7d3bf21&hash=513F42C41C3FEA58CB
4BEEF22F00EAFC 

 Notice to Voters Voting a Provisional Ballot: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01vanderroest/Fed ID Req Notice New.pdf?rev=9
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cff27cf81464dc89e945756625bd900&hash=A260923497F4138A9223D957A407
FD21 

 MERTS User Guide Appendix Recall Elections: 
http://www.mertsplus.com/mertsuserguide/index.php?n=MANUALS.AppendixP 

 Recall of Local Election Officers – Summary of Key Points and Timeframes: 
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/02vanderroest/Recal Summary for Counties.pdf?re
v=548e8aea44a24045905b17b65a442933&hash=10878C7ED9DF616D17C6284
F28F884BB 

 MERTS User Guide Appendix Recount Expenses: 
https://mertsplus.com/mertsuserguide/index.php?n=MANUALS.AppendixM 

 Procedures and Duties of the Boards of County Canvassers: 
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/02lehman/BCC Manual.pdf?rev=5d17bd43567140a
38dbf1bfab8df8485&hash=1341801694E2F53C0B2889E5F58427D5 

 Recount Deposit Worksheet – Vote for One: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/05mcalpine/recount_deposit_worksheet__vote_for_1
.pdf?rev=05105c2c45334cb69096ff832e3db4f3&hash=BF27BCC230B88A465A
E6637C6D3A23D9  

 Election Recounts: Process Summary: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/25delrio/Recount Process Summary REV August
2018 629821 7.pdf?rev=8811aebd96d54327924fd91e8f754343&hash=CAF3DF
78B4247F0A8433A16F2039196C  

 Recount Manual: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/Election-Administrators/Recount-
Manual.pdf?rev=c276970a65e74440bcbf29cf9ce05e77&hash=38F95B3F8F6922
25E51F320B4361C727 

 Recount Deposit Worksheet – Vote for More Than One: 
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/04mcalpine/RECOUNT_DEPOSIT_WORKSHEET
__VOTE_FOR_MORE_THAN_1.pdf?rev=9ce8a410493e417c8b0fb5e8df2360dd
&hash=12E8B865EDA07E674543B0C60B0D7201  

 Recount Deposit Worksheet – Ballot Question: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/25delrio/RECOUNT DEPOSIT WORKSHEET --
BALLOT QUESTION 672008 7.pdf?rev=4382da4d115d4141883851847659b

003&hash=9FB3E749B50BB4448A58BA1BF1B0ACA2  
 School District Election Coordinating Committee Meetings: 

https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/02vanderroest/School_Plans_Update.pdf?rev=02c1f
559300e4dea9e681c82302ade66&hash=B5924BB4BE8B2F81D315193747F61A
96 
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 Report Template for ISD, RESA and Community College Special Elections: 
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/02lehman/ISDElectionPlanTemplate2013.pdf?rev=c
551afbb77734d13af9a9e44a91a1d3a&hash=9AA0ADFC85A0BD4B8273A6DC
AE9274E3 

 Report Template for School District in One City or Township: 
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/02lehman/SingleJurisSDElectionPlanTemplate2013.
pdf?rev=4a6befe87e984c58b4dd693f591946ed&hash=B146421C269451F0CEE
B4377657E1955 

 Report Template for School District Falling in more than one Jurisdiction: 
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/02lehman/Report Templates.pdf?rev=64516a6f68f6
4bffb89f8024a25ba482&hash=7B610B0F39AABEE2EAC24151DC08A401  

 Reimbursement for Costs Related to the Conduct of School Elections – Claim 
Form: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/03lehman/Reimburse_Claim_Form.pdf?rev=cceb614
9c22747c79394358a0d9c56fe&hash=143BE513FFD3608331CB32D2E7DC16D
C  

 Reimbursement for Costs Related to the Conduct of School Elections – General 
Information: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/03lehman/Reimburs Cost.pdf?rev=fe7b1ec51e0c4e0
ab2c9ea35f7fffa3c&hash=0B2270E874B833F0681B136856763A09  

 School Board Members – Acceptance of Office and Oath of Office 
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01holland/Accpt_of_Off_New.pdf?rev=1ce4923b3e
b442eeb507e0178177af57&hash=2A50B7F3838A19E47BD54D7F8FA1388C  

 Disability Etiquette – Assisting Senior Citizens and Voters with Disabilities: 
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01vanderroest/Disability Etiquette.pdf?rev=390fd70
90e3c4d648b2fbcaf9c784855&hash=5475878B009CAF08E2F1DD94F77FD855  

 Election Inspector Application: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01vanderroest/Elec_InspecAppl.pdf?rev=2721cebde
7534b7fb2d66c9671d543c7&hash=AF26D5F926325BE9FC6695CD567496BD  

 Document Retention Schedule: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01vanderroest/Document Retention Schedule.pdf?r
ev=6bd623d6759340a394711f2552dc5087&hash=A255DE162C50444A7C048F
B3850B7B95 

 Receiving Board Checklist and Instructions: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01vanderroest/RECEIVING_BOARD_CHECK_LIS
T FOR EPB.pdf?rev=e86c366af15a4382b1d5aad4981c9edc&hash=9453264A93
48067D1E1173A65F6F2863 
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 Tabulator Testing and Security Certification: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01vanderroest/OPTICAL_SCAN_PROGRAM_TES
TING_AND_SECURITY_CERTIFICATION.pdf?rev=eea1b55e76024d98b8334f
e646b3347b&hash=ACA5BAA3C3BC0361BFA28109FDE4E5C1 

 Test Procedure Manual for Tabulators and Voter Assist Terminals: 
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01vanderroest/TEST DECK MANUAL05.pdf?rev=
cb838fde490548e38e345815b4b1f29a&hash=49C275DE068FADED469330AC
A745B671 

 Precinct Board’s Role in Securing and Maintaining a Fully Accessible Polling 
Place: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/28lawensn/The_Precinct_Board_Role.pdf?rev=43e8
b49bb1e04e2a920f8aba377edd98&hash=74A8D74A7547B48840361A7902FDC
F79 

 ED-105: Circulating Countywide Nominating and Qualifying Petitions: 
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/16delrio/SOS_ED105_County_Pet_Form.pdf?rev=fd
eee76827b543aca47aae4b2cec21f5&hash=C568FCCAEAC08D5894C036142D3
3ACC5 

 ED-106: Circulating City and Township Nominating and Qualifying Petition 
Forms: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/07delrio/ED106 Circulating CityTwp Nom Qual

Pet Forms.pdf?rev=65cf3574e5344b588375ad735af20028&hash=D3FA37C3B
478AE3CCD6105E184601E14 

 Voting system purchase: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/elections/admin-
info/voting-system-purchase  

 Voting equipment vendor contact information: 
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/elections/admin-info/voting-equipment-
new/voting-equipment-vendor-contact-information  

 Approved ballot containers: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/elections/admin-
info/voting-equipment-new/approved-ballot-containers  

 Sealing Process for New Voting Systems: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/02vanderroest/Sealing Process for the New Votin
g Systems.pdf?rev=f47a7305c10a4858838970af435857f8&hash=E3821140E20
DB3BC0431133A7802BE40 

 Tamper Evident Seal Placement – New Voting Systems: 
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/02vanderroest/Tamper_Evident_Seal_Placement.pdf
?rev=ff3d6362a7694a9f92264c3a327173cc&hash=154E1459FC0B329932DED6
C9B225CB60 

 Test Procedure Manual for Tabulators and Voter Assist Terminals: 
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
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/media/Project/Websites/sos/01vanderroest/TEST DECK MANUAL05.pdf?rev=
cb838fde490548e38e345815b4b1f29a&hash=49C275DE068FADED469330AC
A745B671 

 Tabulator Testing and Security Certification: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01vanderroest/OPTICAL_SCAN_PROGRAM_TES
TING_AND_SECURITY_CERTIFICATION.pdf?rev=eea1b55e76024d98b8334f
e646b3347b&hash=ACA5BAA3C3BC0361BFA28109FDE4E5C1 

 Election Commission Certification Addendum to Tabulator Program Testing & 
Security Certification Form: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01vanderroest/Election_Commission_Certification.p
df?rev=589f0e7b922f4cd0a7ff16eea5b76bce&hash=3950A47D1EB986D1A2B8
C857C7B3711F 

 VAT Testing & Security Certification Form: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/02vanderroest/VAT test certification form.pdf?rev
=768bc86db8224a079f9029c99624fabe&hash=5EBDD92FC1F020219BA6F70A
9CF97359 

 Time Adjustment Instructions for Tabulators and Voter Assist Terminals: 
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/02vanderroest/Time_Adjustment_Instructions_for_T
abulators_and_VAT.pdf?rev=1690be0038734814b16afa2c3171286f&hash=E9E
AE5FED642E575FC1B158B6D4D0ECD 

 Accessible Voting Signage: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01ciloski/AccessibleSigns.pdf?rev=c8df5c7849b947
f3a23e693ae809f61c&hash=AD871BFB3073AAD5D822AB61197628FD 

 Ballot Container Inspection Guide: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/03mcalpine/Ballot_Container_Inspection_Guide.pdf
?rev=3905dc11182f4a70b9ab8366eb579732&hash=0A55A18970251E9B46E10
C289FA05600 

 Affidavit of Voter Not in Possession of Photo ID: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01vanderroest/Affidavit of Voter in Posession.pdf
?rev=af4c63a513e846d49ad9e4eef6bd69ab&hash=2B3FBBD5AD0A0077FFC8
D65B312A0293 

 Acta Juramentada para electors sin identificacion con fotografia: 
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/01mcalpine/Affidavit Voter No Pic ID2SPA 2104
12 7.pdf?rev=ddd2b7dcb77148cdb12560fd3e88faba&hash=8F1234CC595FE227
CFAD9AB73A967B30   

 Voter Processing Flow Charts: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-
/media/Project/Websites/sos/07delrio/Flow_Chart.pdf?rev=ff04ea2b80824908881
7c16e7b45aa0b&hash=3BC2255E7D1347B049F1068D16AD564F  
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12. All current training materials made available to clerks relating to any aspect of elections 
found in this following 
portal: https://mielections.csod.com/client/mielections/default.aspx  

 
Response: MDOS maintains a secure portal for election clerks which contains sensitive 
training materials regarding the cyber security and physical security of election systems 
and election machines. This limited access is critical to ensure the ongoing integrity of 
our election systems and thereby the integrity of our elections. Please find attached for 
your reference a copy of a list of applicable training materials available to clerks in the 
eLearning Center. 

 
As always, we remain committed to the safe and secure administration of elections for the 
citizens of Michigan. We strive to provide as much transparency as the law allows while 
fulfilling our duty to protect the security and integrity of our collective election systems.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ Michael Brady 
 
Michael Brady 
Chief Legal Director 
Michigan Department of State 
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April 4, 2025

Michigan Department of State
Richard H. Austin Building – 4th Floor
430 W. Allegan St.
Lansing, MI 48918

Subject:  Request for Documentation Originally Requested by Rep. Smit
    (“First Request”)

Dear Chief Legal Director Michael Brady,

We are in receipt of your correspondence of March 19, 2025.  While we’re grateful for the 
Department of State’s (“Department”) supplemental records production, we’re also frustrated by 
the Department’s continued refusal to produce a complete set of the clerk training materials.  These 
materials have been sought either by Representatives Smit and DeBoyer, and/or the House 
Oversight and Election Integrity Committees (“Committees”) for the past five (5) months.  

Please respond to the following queries and/or produce1 the following documents on or 
before April 14, 2025: 

1) The current full, complete and unredacted training materials used to train Michigan clerks 
and their staffs on Michigan elections, including but not limited to the materials found in 
the e-learning portal and the materials comprising the materials requested in requests 11-
12 of Rep. Smit’s February 6, 2025, records request.  For materials found in the e-learning 
portal, for simplicity, we would accept read access login credentials to the portal.  

1 For all withheld documents and/or materials, please identify the specific item withheld, the basis upon which it is 
being withheld, the date of its creation, its native file format, its author, its sender, its subject matter, a summary of the 
contents, and its recipients (including recipients email address(es)).  Where a legal privilege is claimed, please explain 
the basis for the claim.  





ATTACHMENT 10



 

 
R I C H A R D  H .  A U ST I N  BUI LD I N G   4T H  F LOO R  4 30  W.  AL LE GA N  LA N SI N G ,  MI CH I G A N 4 89 1 8  

M i c h i g an . g o v / S O S   5 17 -3 35 - 32 69 
 

 
April 14, 2025 

 
 
Representative Jay DeBoyer 
Representative Rachelle Smit 
Michigan House of Representatives 
State Capitol 
P.O. Box 30014 
Lansing, Michigan 48909-7514 
  
Dear Representatives DeBoyer and Smit: 
 
Thank you for your follow up letter dated April 4, 2025, and for a response timeframe of ten (10) 
calendar days. I am writing in response to this most recent letter. 
 
 1. The current full, complete and unredacted training materials used to train Michigan 
clerks and their staffs on Michigan elections, including but not limited to the materials 
found in the e-learning portal and the materials comprising the materials requested in 
requests 11-12 of Rep. Smit’s February 6, 2025, records request. For materials found in the 
e-learning portal, for simplicity, we would accept read access login credentials to the portal. 
 

RESPONSE:  As noted in our March 7, 2025, response to Rep. Smit and our March 19, 
2025, response to Chair DeBoyer, MDOS remains committed to the safe and secure 
administration of elections for the citizens of Michigan. We are resolute in our duty to 
security and integrity of our collective election systems. Again, as noted in our prior 
responses, MDOS maintains a secure portal for election clerks which contains sensitive 
training materials regarding the cyber security and physical security of election systems 
and election machines. This limited access is critical to ensure the ongoing integrity of 
our election systems and thereby the integrity of our elections; therefore, read access 
login credentials will not be provided.  
 
In an effort to assist the Election Integrity Committee in its previously stated goal of 
reviewing election documents to identify areas of improvement for election 
administration, the Department will conduct an individual review of each of the items 
included on the e-learning portal to prevent disclosure of protected information which, if 
released, may jeopardize the security and integrity of Michigan elections. In our March 7, 
2025 response, MDOS offered to assist the Committees by asking the Committees to 
identify which specific materials they were most interested in reviewing, so that these 
materials could be prioritized for production. Because we did not receive any response to 
this offer of assistance, MDOS will provide the materials, following a security review, on 
a rolling basis. MDOS is happy to provide all appropriate materials to the Committees in 
a transparent matter, but cannot divert its limited resources from the critical missions of 
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supporting election officials and voters and ensuring the security, safety, and integrity of 
Michigan elections in response to inexact oversight requests being weaponized against 
state agencies and in turn, the Michiganders they serve.   
 
An initial production of materials will be available on April 30, 2025, with subsequent 
productions to follow. As we expect the materials to be too large to provide via email, we 
will need to know your preferred method of delivery, such as file transfer service or flash 
drive.  
 

2. Identify all documents withheld from Reps. Smit/DeBoyer and/or the Committees 
relating to each document request made between November 1, 2024 and the present. 
 

RESPONSE: As part of the Department’s March 7, 2025 response to Rep. Smit, a list of 
training materials available to clerks through the eLearning Center was provided. This list 
identifies the only materials the Department has withheld from production to ensure the 
cyber security and physical security of election systems and election machines. A copy of 
the list from March 7, 2025, has been provided for your convenience. 

 
3. Requests 8-10 of the materials requested by Rep. Smit in her request of February 6, 
2025. 
 

As part of the Department’s March 7, 2025, response, the Department provided Rep. 
Smit with the materials requested in Requests 8-10 of her February 6, 2025, letter. The 
requests and responses were as follows:  

Request 8: (Time period 2016 to present) All opinions (operative during the time period) 
of the Secretary of State interpreting Michigan elections law and /or regulations and/or 
administrative rules (this includes but is not limited to letters /guidance issued to clerks, 
etc.). 

Response: Any opinions of the Secretary of State interpreting Michigan’s laws related to 
elections, campaign finance, and lobby registration are made available online for 
interested parties to review. Specifically, they can be found at the following websites: 

Michigan Campaign Finance Act: Michigan Campaign Finance Act Complaints  

Michigan Lobby Registration Act: Michigan Lobby Act Rulings 

Request 9: (Time period 2016 to present) All opinions of the Director of Elections 
Jonathan Brater (or other Director during the period) interpreting Michigan elections law 
and /or regulations and/or administrative rules (this includes but is not limited to letters 
and/or guidance issued to clerks). 

Response: Please see attached copies of any opinions issued by the Director of Elections 
from 2019 to the present. 
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Request 10: (Time period 2016 to present) All administrative rules and/or regulations 
created by the Secretary of State, Director Brater, and/or any rulemaker and/or 
rulemaking body within MDOS pertaining to Michigan elections (this includes but is not 
limited to letters/guidance issued to clerks). 

Response: The Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA), maintains 
Michigan’s Administrative Rulemaking System (ARS), the statewide online database for 
administrative rules. The database, which contains nine sets of administrative rules 
related to elections and campaign finance, is directly linked on the MDOS Elections 
homepage. The link to the LARA ARS page is here for your convenience. (ARS Public - 
MI Admin Code for State - Elections & Campaign Finance). The applicable rulesets 
include the following: 

· Board of State Canvasser Procedures 
· Campaign Financing 
· Casino Interest Registration 
· Conduct of Election Recounts 
· Disqualification from Ballot Based Upon Contents of Affidavit of Identity 
· Electronic Voting Systems 
· Lobbyist Registration and Reporting 
· Online Absent Voter Ballot Application 
· Signature Matching for Absent Voter Ballot Applications and Absent Voter Ballot 
Envelopes 
 

 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Khyla D. Craine 
Chief Legal Director 
Michigan Department of State   
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