
 

 

                                 

      ASK A TROOPER 
 

IS IT LEGAL TO CHANGE LANES IN AREAS WHERE THE LANES 
ARE SEPARATED BY SOLID WHITE LANE LINES? 

 

We can all think of these areas where we travel each day. In the City of 
Grand Rapids, the lanes through our infamous S-curve are separated by 
solid white lane lines. For those who live along the lake shore, they might 
be thinking of US31 at the Grand Haven draw bridge. While most of our 
questions can be answered directly from our Michigan Vehicle Code, 
there are some things that require us to look into our Michigan Manual 
on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MMUTCD).  

 

The Michigan vehicle code has adopted the MMUTCD through 

MCL  257.608 which tells us what kind of traffic control devices are 

needed and where they need to be placed. Below is an excerpt from 

Section 3D.02(F) of the MMUTCD. 

1. A wide solid double white lane line where crossing is prohibited.  

2. A wide solid single white lane line where crossing is 

discouraged.  

3. A wide broken single white lane line where crossing is permitted.  

4. A wide dotted single white lane line where crossing is permitted 

for any vehicle to perform a right-turn maneuver 

A solid white line is there as an advisory in areas where changing lanes 

is discouraged, however it is not a violation to change lanes across a 

solid white lane line separating lanes for traffic traveling in the same 

direction. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.legislature.mi.gov%2F(S(4kuneabyb2uj3npdyan1js0g))%2Fmileg.aspx%3Fpage%3DgetObject%26objectName%3Dmcl-257-608%23%3A~%3Atext%3D257.608%2520Uniform%2520system%2520of%2520traffic%2Cupon%2520highways%2520within%2520this%2520state.&data=05%7C01%7CRobinsonM16%40michigan.gov%7C852f366df03544b5ef9b08db1e56db25%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638137130606190127%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bNvObrxUEAYAOWcWxRn9x4om9gbnL%2BQOXzBt6d5ieXQ%3D&reserved=0

