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MDHHS Alerts Vaccine Providers about Recommendations  

on Pfizer Vaccine for Michiganders Ages 12 to 15 
Safe and effective COVID-19 vaccine available for this  

age group at Ford Field beginning tomorrow 

LANSING, MICH. The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) is recommending 
that providers begin vaccinating adolescents 12 to 15 years of age following a vote by the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices supporting 
that recommendation. It is also recommended that the COVID vaccine can now be administered at the 
same time, or on the same day, as other vaccines in both children and adults. 

“It’s great news to have a safe and effective vaccine available to protect younger Michiganders as we 
work to eliminate COVID-19 once and for all,” Gov. Gretchen Whitmer said. “We are incredibly proud that 
the Pfizer vaccine, which is now approved to protect our children, is manufactured right here in Michigan. 
As a parent, I encourage all parents with children in this group to have a conversation with your family 
doctor about the vaccine as soon as possible. 

Tomorrow, MDHHS will issue guidance to vaccine providers on the use of the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine in 
Michiganders 12 to 15 years of age. The guidance follows authorization of the vaccine for this age group 
by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration under an expanded emergency use authorization. Providers 
can begin vaccinating this age group as soon as tomorrow. Appointments and walk-ins will be available 
beginning tomorrow at Ford Field through May 17. Text EndCOVID to 75049 or call 888-535-6136 (press 
1). 

“Having a vaccine authorized for a younger population is a critical step in the fight against COVID-19 in 
Michigan,” said Dr. Joneigh Khaldun, chief medical executive and chief deputy for health. “This allows for 
younger Michiganders to be protected from COVID-19, bringing us closer to returning to a sense of 
normalcy and to ending the pandemic. I urge all families to learn more and make an appointment for their 
tween as soon as possible to get the safe and effective COVID-19 vaccine.” 

Although most children with COVID-19 have mild or no symptoms, some children can get severely ill and 
require hospitalization. There have also been rare, tragic cases of children dying from COVID-19 and its 
effects, including multisystem inflammatory syndrome in children, or MIS-C. From March 1, 2020, through 
April 30, 2021, approximately 1.5 million COVID-19 cases in individuals 11 to 17 years of age have been 
reported to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). In Michigan, more than 102,000 cases 
and 11 deaths have been reported in ages 10 to 19. Children and adolescents generally have milder 
COVID-19 disease as compared to adults.  
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Minors ages 12 to 17 will need a parent or legal guardian to provide written consent for COVID-19 
vaccination. As with any vaccination for adolescents, it is recommended that adolescents have eaten and 
are well hydrated prior to their vaccination. More information is available in Teens and COVID-19 
Vaccines. 

The FDA has determined that the known and potential benefits of this vaccine in individuals 12 years of 
age and older outweigh known and potential risks, supporting the vaccine’s use in this population. The 
available safety data to support the EUA in adolescents down to 12 years of age, include 2,260 
participants ages 12 through 15 years old enrolled in an ongoing randomized, placebo-controlled clinical 
trial in the United States. Of these, 1,131 adolescent participants received the vaccine and 1,129 received 
a saline placebo. More than half of the participants were followed for safety for at least two months 
following the second dose with no significant adverse effects. 

The Pfizer vaccine is administered as a series of two doses, 21 days a part, following the same dosage 
and dosing regimen for those 16 years of age and older. The most commonly reported side effects in the 
adolescent clinical trial participants, which typically lasted one to three days, were pain at the injection 
site, tiredness, headache, chills, muscle pain, fever and joint pain. With the exception of pain at the 
injection site, more adolescents reported these side effects after the second dose than after the first dose.  

Michigan residents seeking more information about the COVID-19 vaccine can 
visit Michigan.gov/COVIDvaccine. Information around this outbreak is changing rapidly. The latest 
information is available at Michigan.gov/Coronavirus and CDC.gov/Coronavirus.    
                                                                             ### 

 

Additional Resources: 

• Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine EUA Letter of Authorization 

• Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine EUA Fact Sheet for Recipients and Caregivers 

• FDA Takes Key Action in Fight Against COVID-19 By Issuing Emergency Use Authorization for 
First COVID-19 Vaccine 

• COVID-19 Vaccines 

• Emergency Use Authorization for Vaccines Explained 
 

 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/coronavirus/Teens_and_COVID-19_Vaccines_v6_725127_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/coronavirus/Teens_and_COVID-19_Vaccines_v6_725127_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_103214---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2Findex.html
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA1MTAuNDAyMjc4MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mZGEuZ292L21lZGlhLzE0NDQxMi9kb3dubG9hZD91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.-yjYZOzY4D5oWovy25LHq6_9ma7bdd6uur2dgQw_GS0%2Fs%2F1255638586%2Fbr%2F106149911962-l&data=04%7C01%7CSutfinL1%40michigan.gov%7C1669febacf90428def4f08d9142fcfab%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637563017839703123%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=GETZ8GyUNIO9kdZgFPKEOyTV3BLpNUrPxhCcjiSjvU4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA1MTAuNDAyMjc4MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mZGEuZ292L21lZGlhLzE0NDQxNC9kb3dubG9hZD91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.6uk4uolA2yOQrT64pgNsPMIQ-LjexklsQh1Sfbp1a8k%2Fs%2F1255638586%2Fbr%2F106149911962-l&data=04%7C01%7CSutfinL1%40michigan.gov%7C1669febacf90428def4f08d9142fcfab%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637563017839713086%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=lE1CYK0OzVWELQJTwpSlO2iTdJAak8Upbg%2Bt5%2FFAU98%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA1MTAuNDAyMjc4MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mZGEuZ292L25ld3MtZXZlbnRzL3ByZXNzLWFubm91bmNlbWVudHMvZmRhLXRha2VzLWtleS1hY3Rpb24tZmlnaHQtYWdhaW5zdC1jb3ZpZC0xOS1pc3N1aW5nLWVtZXJnZW5jeS11c2UtYXV0aG9yaXphdGlvbi1maXJzdC1jb3ZpZC0xOT91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.vPA45tphFo5BSIwtfvHsZd4OdxQ3nzZwyB8m1uPHtl8%2Fs%2F1255638586%2Fbr%2F106149911962-l&data=04%7C01%7CSutfinL1%40michigan.gov%7C1669febacf90428def4f08d9142fcfab%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637563017839723038%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=9oaUOpT8K9TOPn9oDGHBNJlGeT7zr15UD7gfmS6DzdI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA1MTAuNDAyMjc4MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mZGEuZ292L25ld3MtZXZlbnRzL3ByZXNzLWFubm91bmNlbWVudHMvZmRhLXRha2VzLWtleS1hY3Rpb24tZmlnaHQtYWdhaW5zdC1jb3ZpZC0xOS1pc3N1aW5nLWVtZXJnZW5jeS11c2UtYXV0aG9yaXphdGlvbi1maXJzdC1jb3ZpZC0xOT91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.vPA45tphFo5BSIwtfvHsZd4OdxQ3nzZwyB8m1uPHtl8%2Fs%2F1255638586%2Fbr%2F106149911962-l&data=04%7C01%7CSutfinL1%40michigan.gov%7C1669febacf90428def4f08d9142fcfab%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637563017839723038%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=9oaUOpT8K9TOPn9oDGHBNJlGeT7zr15UD7gfmS6DzdI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA1MTAuNDAyMjc4MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mZGEuZ292L2VtZXJnZW5jeS1wcmVwYXJlZG5lc3MtYW5kLXJlc3BvbnNlL2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVzLWRpc2Vhc2UtMjAxOS1jb3ZpZC0xOS9jb3ZpZC0xOS12YWNjaW5lcz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.UZSV19Lb_MOSIA-F4llA-Hpj4PpXzvVXArzN__sXr9s%2Fs%2F1255638586%2Fbr%2F106149911962-l&data=04%7C01%7CSutfinL1%40michigan.gov%7C1669febacf90428def4f08d9142fcfab%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637563017839732972%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=iNxzu6iZTipPD3hGoYxMGKXX0DFFRraFHIbfZyW%2Bc%2B8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA1MTAuNDAyMjc4MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mZGEuZ292L3ZhY2NpbmVzLWJsb29kLWJpb2xvZ2ljcy92YWNjaW5lcy9lbWVyZ2VuY3ktdXNlLWF1dGhvcml6YXRpb24tdmFjY2luZXMtZXhwbGFpbmVkP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.AswFr8W3V-tiu4X0ZPSCohpnN284jfQVkDe0p73ZGhU%2Fs%2F1255638586%2Fbr%2F106149911962-l&data=04%7C01%7CSutfinL1%40michigan.gov%7C1669febacf90428def4f08d9142fcfab%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637563017839732972%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=hpGbQbtAIOHQKD2XJklv3aRZ99qh5uPDRsGI32uZncU%3D&reserved=0

