
Year-end Updates and Reminders ◆ Office of Higher Education



Welcome & Housekeeping



• Please note that the Webinar is being recorded for future reference and 
will be shared with you all in a follow up GovDelivery. 

• You can submit questions using the Q&A feature at any time.

Welcome & Housekeeping



Agenda

Welcome, Introductions, & Housekeeping (Caroline Nurenberg)

Where We Are At Currently (Jennifer Maurer)

Timeline Reminders (Sarah McGann, Sarah Laycock, & Alisha 
Cederberg)

Closing Out 2025-26 Awards (Stephanie Dillon & Sarah Laycock)

Year-end Balancing (Christy Williams)

Looking Ahead (Caroline Nurenberg & Jennifer Maurer)

Resources and Q&A (Caroline Nurenberg) 



Where We Are At 
Currently



• $734 million for state grants and financial aid:
• Michigan Achievement Scholarship $381+ million
• Tuition Incentive Program $127+ million 
• MI Future Educator Fellowship/Stipend $75 million
• Michigan Reconnect $42 million

• Plus…
• $10 million Universal FAFSA Challenge Award
• $10 million Michigan Achievement Scholarship Marketing/Outreach

2025-26 Funding Highlights



Making 
an 
Impact



MI Student Aid Program $ Total 
Awarded # Unique Students % Increase over 

2024-2025
Children of Veterans Tuition Grant $1,858,690.20 756 22.5% 

Dual Enrollment $3,761,518.92 2,770 9.6% 

Fostering Futures Scholarship $2,016,377.00 497 16.3% 

Futures for Frontliners $424,964.62 89 ~

MI Future Educator Fellowship $26,459,242.74 2,978 5.1% 

MI Future Educator Stipend $29,683,200.00 2,560 ~

MI GEAR UP $369,521.00 201 18.2% 

Michigan Achievement Scholarship $381,631,083.99 88,868 44.6% 

Michigan Achievement Skills Scholarship $4,381,937.09 2,359 129.7% 

Michigan Competitive Scholarship $8,361,686.00 5,503 ~

Michigan Tuition Grant $11,878,200.00 4,927 ~

Reconnect $31,447,607.23 15,781 17.6% 

Reconnect Expansion $12,362,993.06 4,913 ~
Survivor Tuition Grant $354,256.36 24 9% 

Tuition Incentive Program $127,397,537.05 44,602 16.5%
*As of 6/5/2026



Timeline Reminders



2025-26 Application Deadlines

Program Application 
Deadline Other Important Deadlines

MI Future Educator Fellowship June 15
*now closed*

July 1: Confirmation of Eligibility
July 15: CTMA Signing Deadline 

Children of Veterans Tuition Grant July 15

Michigan Achievement Skills 
Scholarship

July 15
*may be extended*

Police Officer’s and Firefighter’s 
Survivor Tuition Grant July 15

MI Future Educator Stipend July 15

Fostering Futures Scholarship July 15



2025-26 Application Deadlines

2026-27 FAFSA Deadline for MCS/MTG
• July 1, 2026

4th Quarter Deadline
• August 11, 2026, 5:00 p.m.
• Michigan Achievement Skills Scholarship's Final Payment: September 

9, 2026.



• 4th Quarter Special Process
• Eligibility Deadline Date: Friday August 7

• New this year
• All overrides due by 12:00 p.m. August 11th

Michigan Achievement 
Scholarship Year-end Reminders



• Report completers that earned a credential by September 30, 2026.

• Reporting credentials is done using the Date Credential Earned field under 
"Update Application Information" of the Student's profile.

• Make sure to update your institution's information on the Michigan Training 
Connect website during the month of July. This is required to be 
considered as an eligible training provider for the 2027 calendar year.

Michigan Achievement Skills 
Scholarship Year-end Reminders



• Program Coordinator Update
• Reconnect: 12 Credit hours Earned

• Upload MEC not Met for Reconnect & Reconnect Expansion
• Students who began as Reconnectors in Spring 2026 or Summer 2026 do not need 

to be reviewed – all others do – including all expansion students

• Reconnect: SAP or 2.0
• After reviewing for 12 credit hours, all who did earn 12 credit hours, review for SAP
• If no to "SAP", do they have a 2.0 since becoming a Reconnectors? Can they appeal? 

Report to MiSSG in a "Reasonable about of time"

• Report Graduates in MiSSG

Reconnect Year-end Reminders



Closing Out 2025-26 
Awards



• Complete certifications for all students in the "Ready to Certify" status 
across all certification programs.

• Be sure to check certification rosters often.
• Students are added daily.

• Confirm and finalize all reimbursement requests.

• We want to ensure that all students receive the funds they are eligible for. 
Once the final payment is made, we cannot make any retroactive 
payments.

Closing Out 2025-26 Awards



Complete Certifications

Program Ready To Certify
Fostering Futures Scholarship - FFS 30
Michigan Competitive Scholarship - MCS 53
MI GEAR UP 56
MI Future Educator Stipend 51
Michigan Tuition Grant - MTG 19
Michigan Achievement Scholarship 51020



Where to Find Certification 
Rosters



All students at the institution in 
the selected academic year 
with a payment record in a 
status of “Ready to Certify” for 
the program for the term, 
including the payment 
amount.

Certification Rosters



Final Reimbursement Requests

Program
Children of Veterans Tuition Grant - CVTG
Futures for Frontlines - F4F
MI Future Educator Fellowship
MI Reconnect and MI Reconnect Expansion
Police Officer’s and Fire Fighter’s Survivor Tuition Grant - STG
Tuition Incentive Program - TIP



Final Reimbursement Requests

Confirm

Confirm students listed 
on the Reimbursement 
Roster(s) are eligible at 
your institution.

Give

Give time to get your 
final reimbursements 
submitted in MiSSG.

Check

Double check file format 
before uploading
• If there is a major issue with 

the file format, it will crash the 
MiSSG upload interface. This 
will prevent other institutions 
files from uploading.



Reimbursement Files



Reconcile 
Awards & 
Adjustments

It is critical to reconcile all awards prior to 
4th Quarter close.

No payments or adjustments can be issued 
after 4th Quarter payment.

Reconciliation may include adjusting paid 
awards.

NOTE: Adjustments made for TIP where the 
credits are not changing must go through an 
agency user.



Adjustments

1. Navigate to student using Quick View
2. Select “Payment History”
3. Select hyperlinked payment that needs adjustment



Adjustment Cont.

1. Enter your adjustment
2. All fields must be completed
3. Select Save to process



Adjustment Example

TIP Adjustment (Refund)
• 3 credits reduced
• $240 Tuition reduced
• $34 Mandatory Fee reduced



Reconciliation

Process of comparing the students at your institution to the students 
who have been “Paid” or in “Ready-to-Pay” status in MiSSG.

You should access both the Payment Roster AND Ready-to-Pay Roster 
from MiSSG to capture all students during this process.



Reconciliation



Reconciliation



Year-end Balancing



Year-end Balancing

• All institutions must balance expenditures for State financial aid programs 
following the 4th Quarter final payment for the 2025-26 academic year, 
which is August 12, 2026. 

• Institutions must issue any refunds owed to MI Student Aid no later than 
September 11, 2026.



The program coordinator will email institutions after the 4th Quarter 
payment with a dollar amount and payment roster showing what students 
need to be refunded.

Year-end Balancing



Year-end 
Balancing

Refund 
Worksheet



Year-end 
Balancing

Refund 
Worksheet 
Guides

Program Resources

https://www.michigan.gov/mistudentaid/aid-administrators/college-administrator-training/program-resources


Year-end Balancing

Please mail refund checks and refund worksheet by September 11, 2026.
  

Make checks payable to: State of Michigan
Send check and refund worksheet to: 

Office of Higher Education
Refunds

P.O. Box 30782
Lansing, MI 48909



Recognition Program 
Feedback Form



• We are looking for 
suggestions on what areas 
and ways you would like to be 
recognized for in your state 
aid work!

• We are also interested in 
collecting nominations for 
those who should be 
recognized.

Recognition Program Feedback 
Form



Looking Ahead



• Currently Monitoring FY27 Budget. 
• 2026-27 State Programs Procedures Manual will be available in the coming months.

• 2026-27 Reports are now Available.
• Bulk Student Summary Report to identify current and potential students that may be 

missing. 
• MCS Budget Entry Deadline

• 9/30/2026
• TIP Rate Entry Deadline

• 9/30/2026
• State Financial Aid Programs Lead Contact Information in MiSSG can 

review and update now.
• 2026-27 MiSSG Security College Access Form will be available soon.

2026-27 Key Details



New and 
Updated 
Resources



New and 
Updated 
Resources



Take Aways

Monitor eligible students/additional transfers for 2025-26.
Complete Confirmation of Eligibility (Fellowship): July 1, 2026.
Complete all Ready to Certify and Reimbursements (Fall, Winter, Spring, Summer) prior to the Q4 

payment (earlier the better). Q4 Payment: August 12, 2026.
Complete all Reconciliation and perform Adjustments for 2025-26 prior to Q4 payment date (earlier 

the better). Q4 Payment: August 12, 2026.
Submit any money owed back to the State (via check) by September 11, 2026. Must include 

Program Refund Worksheet.

To close out this year:

Aid Director Complete 2026-27 College Security Access Form.
Monitor 2026-27 Reports (Eligible Students, Information Roster, Bulk Student Summary).
Update MiSSG School Profile Point of Contact.
Update 2027-28 MCS/MTG/TIP Budget & Rates (more details to come).

To prep for next year:



1-888-447-2687
MiStudentAid@Michigan.gov

Connect With Us

The Michigan Department of Lifelong Education, Advancement, and Potential is not affiliated with National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation or its registered trademarks National Achievement®, Achievement Scholarship®, or 

Achievement Scholar®.
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