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December 17, 2019

The Honorable Donald J. Trump
President of the United States
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washington, D.C. 20500
Dear Mr. President:
As governor of the great State of Michigan, the peace and prosperity of my citizens is
always in the front of my mind as I work on their behalf each day. In your travel this week to my
home state, I write to highlight some critical issues particularly significant to Michigan and to
convey their importance to the economic vitality of The Great Lakes State:
•

Shoreline Erosion. The Great Lakes are the largest system of fresh surface water in the
world, providing drinking water to over 40 million people and acting as an important
economic engine for a variety of industries in Michigan and the region as a whole. The
state's shoreline across The Great Lakes system at 3,288 miles is more than any other
state, except Alaska. Unfortunately, it is a shoreline is that fragile and faced with an
eroding coast.
According to the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes and Energy
(EGLE), approximately 250 miles of shoreline along Lakes Michigan, Superior, and
Huron are eroding more quickly than others, at an average rate of one foot or greater per
year over at least 15 years. Great Lakes researchers have said that fluctuating lake levels,
along with reduced ice cover and intense storms from climate change, increase shoreline
erosion and leave lakeshore communities more vulnerable to flooding. 1 Eroding beaches
and coastal bluffs in communities across the state have meant homes have literally been
washed away, and the $955 million in coastal tourism income generated in the state is
increasing! y threatened.2
Federal funding for efforts that can protect and restore critical coastal elements has never
been more important or necessary, making federal funding for The Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative and its related programs that help combat erosion levels along The
Great Lakes ever more important. We cannot simply wait for erosion to worsen, but
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"The Climate Crisis in Michigan." U.S. Senator Debbie Stabenow; October 2019.
Ocean Action Agenda. Joint Ocean Commission Initiative; March 2017.
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