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State’s Chief Medical Executive Dr. Natasha Bagdasarian 
makes Standing Recommendation on COVID-19 vaccines 

Determines not receiving a dose of COVID-19 vaccine to be an underlying condition 

 

LANSING, Mich. - In response to Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s Executive Directive to state 
agencies to ensure Michigan families can access COVID-19 vaccines, the state’s Chief 
Medical Executive Dr. Natasha Bagdasarian has issued a Standing Recommendation 
for the COVID-19 vaccine. 
 
“National medical organizations and scientific experts continue to recommend routine 
COVID-19 vaccination for those at high risk, but also recommend vaccines be made 
available for all those who want them, ages six months and older,” said Bagdasarian. 
“COVID-19 vaccines have been proven to reduce the likelihood of emergency 
department or urgent care visits, as well as hospitalizations and severe outcomes. They 
are one of our best defenses against the virus. As the state’s chief medical executive, it 
is my duty to protect and promote public health, and everyone deserves the opportunity 
to access COVID-19 vaccine if they desire one. This Standing Recommendation will 
help to protect vaccine accessibility and availability in our state.” 
 
On Wednesday, Aug. 27, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approved the 
2025-2026 vaccine for those 65 years of age and older and those ages 5 through 64 
years with at least one underlying condition that puts them at high risk for severe 
outcomes from COVID-19. However, the FDA did not define the list of underlying 
conditions. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s list includes conditions 
such as obesity and physical inactivity and states it is “not exhaustive” and “should not 
be used to exclude people with underlying conditions from recommended measures for 
prevention or treatment of COVID-19.” 
 
In her recommendation, Bagdasarian stated, “Any person over the age of six months 
without contraindication who has not received a dose of a Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA)-approved or -authorized 2025-2026 COVID-19 vaccine may be considered to 
have an underlying condition that puts them at high risk for severe outcomes from 
COVID-19 and is thus eligible to receive an age-appropriate dose.” 
 
The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) continues to 
recommend the COVID-19 vaccine in alignment with the American Academy of 
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https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/MIEOG/2025/09/17/file_attachments/3390509/ED%202025-7%20Access%20to%20COVID-19%20Vaccines.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/-/media/Project/Websites/mdhhs/CME-Standing-Recommendation-Regarding-2025-COVID-19-Vaccines-FINAL-436pm_09182025.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/covid/hcp/clinical-care/underlying-conditions.html
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/150/3/e2022058700/188297/COVID-19-Vaccines-in-Infants-Children-and?_gl=1*1btcx64*_ga*MjA2NTMzODkyNC4xNzUyODUyNjUz*_ga_FD9D3XZVQQ*czE3NTMzNjk5MzgkbzIkZzAkdDE3NTMzNjk5MzgkajYwJGwwJGgw*_gcl_au*MTI5NDQyMjA2LjE3NTI4NTI2NTI.*_ga_GMZCQS1K47*czE3NTMzNjk5MzkkbzIkZzAkdDE3NTMzNjk5MzkkajYwJGwwJGgw?autologincheck=redirected
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Pediatrics, the American Academy of Family Physicians, and the American College of 
Obstetricians and Gynecologists.   
 
To help ensure insurance coverage and availability of COVID-19 vaccines as outlined in 
the Executive Directive, MDHHS is working with the Department of Insurance and 
Financial Services and the Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs. 
 
To learn more about COVID-19 and seasonal respiratory illnesses and how to protect 
yourself, visit Michigan.gov/COVIDFluRSV.   
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https://www.aafp.org/family-physician/patient-care/public-health-emergencies/recent-outbreaks/covid-19/covid-19-vaccine.html
https://www.acog.org/womens-health/videos/get-your-recommended-covid-19-vaccine-during-pregnancy
https://www.acog.org/womens-health/videos/get-your-recommended-covid-19-vaccine-during-pregnancy
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/keep-mi-healthy/chronicdiseases/seasonal-respiratory-viruses

