
Public Health Emergency Preparedness – Funding Restrictions – Updated 5.1.18 
 

 Funds are not allowable for giveaways or incentives (safety kits, flashlights etc) 
 Recipients may not use funds for research. 
 Recipients may not use funds for clinical care. 
 Recipients may only expend funds for reasonable program purposes, including 

personnel, travel, supplies, and services, such as contractual. 
 Recipients may not generally use HHS/CDC/ATSDR funding for the purchase of 

furniture or equipment. Any such proposed spending must be identified in the budget. 
 The direct and primary recipient in a cooperative agreement program must perform a 

substantial role in carrying out project objectives and not merely serve as a conduit 
for an award to another party or provider who is ineligible. 

 Other than for normal and recognized executive-legislative relationships, no funds 
may be used for: publicity or propaganda purposes, for the preparation, distribution, 
or use of any material designed to support or defeat the enactment of legislation 
before any legislative body the salary or expenses of any grant or contract recipient, 
or agent acting for such recipient, related to any activity designed to influence the 
enactment of legislation, appropriations, regulation, administrative action, or 
Executive order proposed or pending before any legislative body. 

 The direct and primary recipient in a cooperative agreement program must perform a 
substantial role in carrying out project outcomes and not merely serve as a conduit for 
an award to another party or provider who is ineligible. 

 Recipients may not use funds for construction or major renovations. 
 Recipients may supplement but not supplant existing state or federal funds for 

activities described in the budget. 
 Payment or reimbursement of backfilling costs for staff is not allowed. 
 None of the funds awarded to these programs may be used to pay the salary of an 

individual at a rate in excess of Executive Level II or $187,000 per year. 
 Recipients may use funds only for reasonable program purposes, including travel, 

supplies, and services. 
 Recipients may purchase basic (non-motorized) trailers with prior approval from the 

CDC OGS. 
 HPP and PHEP funds may not be used to purchase clothing such as jeans, cargo 

pants, polo shirts, jumpsuits, sweatshirts, or T-shirts. Purchase of items that can be 
reissued, such as vests, may be allowable. 

 PHEP funds may not be used to purchase or support (feed) animals for labs, including 
mice. Any requests for such must receive prior approval of protocols from the Animal 
Control Office within CDC and subsequent approval from the CDC OGS as to 
allowability of costs. 

 Recipients may not use funds to purchase a house or other living quarters for those 
under quarantine. 

 PHEP recipients may (with prior approval) use funds for overtime for individuals 
directly associated (listed in personnel costs) with the award. 

 PHEP recipients cannot use funds to purchase vehicles to be used as means of 
transportation for carrying people or goods, such as passenger cars or trucks and 



electrical or gas-driven motorized carts. 
 PHEP recipients can (with prior approval) use funds to lease vehicles to be used as 

means of transportation for carrying people or goods, e.g., passenger cars or trucks 
and electrical or gas-driven motorized carts. 

 PHEP recipients can (with prior approval) use funds to purchase material-handling 
equipment (MHE) such as industrial or warehouse-use trucks to be used to move 
materials, such as forklifts, lift trucks, turret trucks, etc. Vehicles must be of a type 
not licensed to travel on public roads. 

 PHEP recipients can use funds to purchase caches of medical or non-medical counter 
measures for use by public health first responders and their families to ensure the 
health and safety of the public health workforce. 

 PHEP recipients can use funds to support appropriate accreditation activities that 
meet the Public Health Accreditation Board’s preparedness-related standards. 


