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Michigan receives $2.25 million grant to combat opioid misuse, abuse  

LANSING, Mich. – To help prevent overdose deaths related prescription opioids, the Michigan 

Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) will receive $2.25 million over a three-year 

period from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) as part of the Prescription Drug 

Overdose: Data-Driven Prevention Initiative (DDPI).  

The funding will support Michigan’s ongoing efforts to advance and evaluate state-level prevention of 

opioid misuse, abuse, and overdose efforts to reduce the number of prescription drug overdose deaths 

in the state. Using data to address the number of opioid-related overdoses builds on the CDC-funded 

Prescription Drug Overdose: Prevention for States (PfS) program, and supports the Michigan 

Prescription Drug and Opioid Abuse Task Force recommendations.  

“Addiction is an epidemic that is impacting families all across our state and country,” said Lt. Gov. 

Brian Calley, chair of the Prescription Drug and Opioid Task Force. “Michigan is taking action by 

focusing on community prevention and early detection, and working to connect people with better 

treatment options. This federal grant will help in our efforts to provide more second chances for 

Michiganders.” 

DDPI funding will further Michigan’s efforts to: 

 improve data collection and analysis around opioid misuse, abuse and overdose; 

 develop a strategy to combat the epidemic; and, 

 work with communities to develop larger, more comprehensive opioid overdose prevention 

programs. 

From 1999 to 2014, Michigan saw a four-fold increase in unintentional fatal drug poisonings, and the 

state was ranked 10th in the nation in per capita prescribing rates of opioid pain relievers in 2012.  

“This is an excellent opportunity to expand coordination of efforts and resources to address the 

complex problem of opioid misuse and abuse in our state,” said Dr. Eden Wells, MDHHS chief 

medical executive.  “These funds will support efforts with state and community partners to develop a 

statewide strategic plan that will help Michigan communities build capacity at the local level.”  

Michigan’s participation in the DDPI is a vital part of CDC’s ongoing efforts to identify and enhance 

evidence-based programs across the nation making progress in the fight against the opioid overdose 

epidemic. DDPI provides resources and support to advance and evaluate state-level interventions for 

preventing prescription drug misuse, abuse, and overdose.  

Additional states awarded funding include: Alabama, Alaska, Arkansas, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho,  
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Kansas, Louisiana, Minnesota, Montana, New Jersey, South Dakota, and Washington, DC. Over the 

next three years, selected states will receive DDPI awards averaging $430,000 a year. 

For additional information about the Prescription Drug Overdose: DDPI, visit 

http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=282529.  To read the Michigan 

Prescription Drug and Opioid Abuse Task Force report and recommendations, visit 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/snyder/Presciption_Drug_and_Opioid_Task_Force_Report_5041

40_7.pdf.  
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