
Councilwoman Johnson joined developer, Edward Carrington, community leaders and partners at the opening of The Ribbon.





National Stormwater Day

National Stormwater Day is observed annually in November to raise
awareness around both the challenges and successes in stormwater
management. Stormwater is water generated from rainfall and melting
snow that flows over surfaces like roads and parking lots, often picking up
pollutants and debris such as motor oil, gasoline, harmful chemicals, and
litter. Proper management practices can help mitigate flooding, reduce
water pollution in local waterways, and enhance public health. 

Effective stormwater management is vital for Detroiters, specifically those in
District 4. Our residents face significant challenges due to a combined
sewer system that overflows during heavy rain events that are becoming
increasingly more common due to climate change. This leads to basement
backups, street flooding, and polluted wastewater potentially entering the
Rouge and Detroit Rivers, causing environmental concerns and property
damage, particularly in low-lying areas like Jefferson Chalmers. 
 
To learn more about National Stormwater Day, you can register for the
National Stormwater Day Webinar hosted by the National Municipal
Stormwater Alliance on Friday, November 15 from 1:00 to 2:30 PM. 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2551433666049222751


Animal Keeping & Husbandry Ordinance 
SURVEY

The Detroit City Council is in the process of considering a zoning
ordinance amendment that would allow residents and urban gardens to
maintain a combination of chickens, ducks, and honeybee hives on their
land. Roosters will not be allowed. Residential properties could maintain
a combination of 8 chickens and ducks and up to 4 honeybee hives. Up
to 12 chickens would be allowed on urban farms and gardens. An urban
garden is a lot under one acre and an urban farm is a lot over one acre.

Chickens and ducks would be required to be kept in an enclosure in the
rear of the owner’s property no less than 30 feet from the neighboring
homes and 5 feet from the property line. Honeybee hives must be no less
than 5 feet from the property line if a barrier is present. If a barrier is not
present, hives must be 25 feet from the neighbor’s property line. Barriers
include fence, wall, and trees. Applicants will need to apply for a license
through Detroit Animal Care and Control for chickens and ducks. The
license fee is $50. A license is not required to keep honeybee hives.

Click the link to complete the 1-minute survey and let Councilwoman
Johnson know how you feel about animal keeping in the city. Please
respond by Monday, November 11.

Survey Link

https://bit.ly/CMJ-Animal-Survey


Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT)
Fast Track Ordinance 

City Council unanimously passed the PILOT Fast-Track Ordinance last
Tuesday during Formal Session. This Ordinance is designed to expedite the
approval process and development of affordable housing projects across
the City. With this ordinance, the City will offer property tax reductions in
exchange for developers committing to providing 15 years of affordable
rent and maintaining a certificate of compliance.  Although this is a step in
the right direction and will hopefully promote more workforce housing,
there is still an opportunity to provide deeper affordability and ensure that
we are serving all of our residents. 

To fill this gap and create more affordable housing in the city,
Councilwoman Johnson will be working to formulate a new Community
Land Trust (CLT) Ordinance. A CLT is a nonprofit that owns land and leases
it to homebuyers, who then purchase the house on the land. This process
can make homeownership more affordable since homeowners only
purchase the house and not the land it sits on. As Detroit’s population
continues to grow, it is essential that we promote policies that support
long-term affordability. With this ordinance, Councilwoman Johnson aims
to promote affordable housing in the city, while also increasing
homeownership rates and housing stability.



In August 2024, Councilwoman Johnson requested that the Legislative
Policy Division provide a report that outlines the financial, psychological,
and physical impact of living in a floodplain. Specifically, she requested
that the report take a deeper dive into how it impacts residents living in
Jefferson Chalmers. In the report, LPD states that Jefferson Chalmers’
position next to the Detroit River and Lake St. Clair make the problems of
flooding, financial viability, and quality of life especially acute for its
residents. 

As a result of the increasingly higher rain volume and intensity coupled
with the combined sewer overflow events, residents in Jefferson
Chalmers are experiencing sewage backup in their basements resulting
in a host of poor health outcomes and financial loss. 

These events are in addition to the flooding that comes from inundation
points where canals enter the river along the shoreline. However, a
February 2022 report from the United States Army Corps of Engineers
expressly disclaims that combined sewer overflows plague the east side
after heavy rains. According to LPD, some of the impacts of living in a
floodplain include: 

Prohibitive costs of flood insurance 
Gastrointestinal illnesses 
Respiratory illnesses 
Skin rashes and infections 
Poisoning from chemical irritants 
Anxiety, depression, and PTSD 
Increased mortality rates 

Furthermore, the report included a study that examined 3842 households
that responded to a question regarding home flooding due to rainfall
between 2012-2020. Among the respondents, 2085 reported experiencing
flooding in homes located throughout the City of Detroit.

LPD drafts a report
on the impact of living in a floodplain



Several factors were significantly associated with flooding risk. Rental
properties and homes with unfinished basements were more likely to
experience flooding. Homes built prior to 1910 through 1930 and between
1946 and 1957 are more prone to flooding. Homes with roofs that were in
bad condition, had mold on the walls, moldy smells, uncapped sewer
outlets, or the occurrence of previous sewer backups were more prone
to flooding. 

Roof leaks had the highest association with flooding. In discussing how
to address the issue of the Jefferson Chalmers flood plain designation,
LPD states that overcoming the affordability and sustainability
challenges of flood insurance, and the consequent ability to recover from
heavy rains and floods, both from river shore inundation and from CSOs,
is an initial heavy policy lift that will require major federal resources and
FEMA authorities to maintain areas like Jefferson-Chalmers as viable
communities. They argue that the initial cost-increasing aspect is only
one of the challenges around the larger issue of our ability to adapt to
global warming, especially in areas designated as frequent “floodplains.” 

Society has failed to adopt aggressive measures to mitigate global-
warming related harms in low-lying areas. Therefore, adaptation is the
only viable strategy available currently. Subsidizing the costs of flood
insurance in heavily impacted floodplains is only an initial policy
response. More resources and programs for adaptation, including
emergency flood relief after major events, will be especially necessary in
vulnerable communities like Jefferson Chalmers. 

Cont’d



At October’s Monthly meeting, D4 residents were treated to a presentation by Mr.
Willie Donwell, Director, Property Assessment Board of Review who explained the
Homeowners Property Exemption Program (HOPE). 

Additionally, residents learned more about the Benefits Period Homeowner
Program which offers special benefits within existing City programs, such as
preferred access, award increases, discounts and more, to current Detroit residents
who were impacted.





Keep an eye out for the Mayor’s District 4 Charter Mandated meeting
coming up in November











Detroit Water & Sewage Department’s
NEW Easy Pay Program





Apply Today!

(Auto Eligibility SSI, SDA, FIP):

Use fans instead of air conditioners
Unplug unused appliances
Keep water setting at low
Take seven minute showers
Do not use space heaters, if at all possible

EASY TIPS TO SAVE ENERGY

Household Size One Month Income
Three Months

Income

1

2

3

4

5

$2,510

$3,407

$4,303

$5,200

$6,097

$7,530

$10,221

$12,909

$15,600

$18,291

PROGRAM FAQ
ARE THERE ANY COSTS?

WHAT SERVICES CAN I RECEIVE?
• Wall Insulation
• Attic Insulation and Ventilation
• Furnace Evaluation
• Foundation Insulation
• Air Leakage Reduction
• Smoke Detectors
• Dryer Venting
• Carbon Monoxide Detectors

WHO IS WORKING ON MY HOME?

Wayne Metro works with certified

weatherization contractors who

are all licensed and insured. All

energy measures are installed to

meet state standards and

verified by a certified quality

control inspector.

INCOME GUIDELINES FOR THOSE ELIGIBLE

No! Weatherization provides
energy efficiency services that
are tailored to each house for
maximum cost savings.

To learn more about
Weatherization, visit Wayne
Metro's Youtube channel to
view the LIVESMART Video Series.

Weatherization provides energy efficiency services at no cost to the homeowner or renter 
that are tailored to each house for maximum cost savings. Families receiving weatherization

services see their annual energy bills reduced by approximately $250 to $450.

Call our WM CONNECT Center at 313-388-9799
chat with us! | website: waynemetro.org 

email: wmconnectcenter@waynemetro.org

For assistance with the application or
more information about Weatherization:

www.WayneMetro.org/Programs



 Both Water Affordability
programs provide direct water

bill payment assistance to
eligible residents who: have a
financial burden, a past due

balance, water service shut off,
and/or at risk of having their

water service shut off

PAY OFF back bills
CONNECT to affordable
payment plans
LEARN about resources
CONSERVE and lower
your bills

UP TO $3,000 

PROGRAM BENEFITS:

30,120 40,880 51,640 62,400 73,160 83,920 94,680 105,440 116,200 126,960

CALL 313-388-9799
or scan this code to apply today!

www.WayneMetro.org/Programs

Wayne Metro has the following water programs available:
The Water Affordability Program and the Local Water Utility Affordability Program.

200% Federal Poverty Chart (Annually)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10Number of
Household Members

Income Limit ($)

WATER
AFFORDABILITY

PROGRAMS
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313-224-4841

Scheduler/Executive Assistant
joyce.thomas@detroitmi.gov

JOYCE THOMAS

Chief of Staff
gary.gray@detroitmi.gov

313-224-4844

GARY GRAY

Community Liaison
cynthia.mcclure@detroitmi.gov

313-224-4842

CYNTHIA MCCLURE
Policy Analyst

parker.griffith@detroitmi.gov
313-224-1533

PARKER GRIFFITH

Senior Policy Advisor
yolanda.jackson@detroitmi.gov

313-224-4590

YOLANDA
JACKSON, MUPP

Office Manager
chelsea.davis@detroitmi.gov

313-224-4841

CHELSEA DAVIS

Community Relations Manager
janis.strickland@detroitmi.gov

313-224-1309

JANIS STRICKLAND,
ED.S

Policy Analyst
mary.grate@detroitmi.gov

313-224-9025

MARY GRATE
Community Liaison

micah.lee-morris@detroitmi.gov
313-224-4841

MICAH LEE-MORRIS

313-224-4841
councilmemberjohnson@detroitmi.gov

LATISHA JOHNSON
Councilwoman


