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Population Estimates for Places and County Subdivisions 

Today the U.S. Census Bureau released the vintage 2018 population estimates for subcounty locations 

and incorporated municipalities in Michigan.   The 2018 release of the population estimates replaces the 

2017 series with updated estimates and the addition of 2018 to the series.  This dataset provides data at 

the smallest geographic level for which estimates are produced and includes all cities, towns, villages, 

and townships.  The information available at this level only includes the total population for a given 

geography.   

This series provides estimates for a variety of geographic levels that are of interest across the state.  

These populations can be used to create an exhaustive mosaic covering Michigan, but care needs to be 

exercised to avoid double counting.  This estimate series includes populations for cities, townships, 

villages, as well as estimates that parse out the portions of cities that fall into different counties and 

estimates for the balance of townships once constituent villages are removed.   

One way to use this dataset, to form an exhaustive accounting of the state’s population, is to isolate the 

state’s cities with its townships.  This leaves out the state’s villages as their populations are counted as 

part of the townships in which they 

reside.    

When the state’s cities and 

townships are combined, a map 

that represents the area differences 

in population change, Figures 1 and 

2, can be produced.   

Figure 1 displays percentage of 

population change from 2010 to 

2018. Over this period, it is evident 

that areas of the Upper Peninsula, 

the Northeast Lower Peninsula, the 

Thumb Region and Southern 

Michigan along the borders of 

Indiana and Ohio have seen 

declines in population since 2010.  

Most of those reductions have been 

small, but there have been some 

notable exceptions.  The largest 

percent decline in the state for a 

subcounty area was seen in Fife 

Lake Township, but this is 

Figure 1.  Population Change 2010 to 2018 



explainable with the closure of the Pugsley Correctional Facility.  Residual population loss is still being 

registered in Coldwater Township in Branch County, over the period, due to a prison closure there, 

though that detail may be difficult to see at the current map scale. When considering larger areas, it is 

apparent that the subcounty units in Ontonagon County have been experiencing significant percent 

population loss over this period.   

Areas that have seen population gains over the period include many areas in Oakland and Macomb 

counties, West Michigan, and Southern Michigan along the I-96 corridor.   

Figure 2 provides a picture of more 

short-term population change from 

2017 to 2018. More Michigan areas 

recorded population expansion in 

2018 than was possible since 2010.  

This is not a surprise as population 

trends have improved recently 

compared with early in the decade.  

The state’s population has 

consistently registered population 

increases, albeit small at times, 

since 2012. 

While many areas have seen gains 

in the short term, there are still 

places that have seen significant 

losses over the last year.  Some of 

those losses are very real and some 

are a function of the movement of 

special populations.  An example of 

a population reduction due to the 

movement of a special population 

would be Webber Township in Lake 

County.  That area has seen the 

repeated opening and closing of a private prison which has made the area look anomalous over the last 

several years.  That shifting may level out as that prison recently announced it was awarded a long-term 

federal contract which should serve to keep the prison open.  An area that has also seen significant 

single year-percent losses that can be attributed to the movement of special populations is Marenisco 

Township in Gogebic County which recently saw the closure of the Ojibway Correctional Facility. 

The population advances in 2018 in some areas can be attributed to positive migration, as several areas, 

especially in the Upper Peninsula, have seen natural decrease (more deaths than births) in recent years.  

This observation is reinforced by data released earlier this year by the Population Estimates Program 

that showed Michigan had again registered positive net migration in the most recent year for the 

second time in as many years.   

Positive movement in population in recent years and the recent positive net migration certainly point to 

the possibility of a real turnaround of the previous decade’s population losses.   

Figure 2. Population Change 2017 to 2018 



The trends of positive population change seen in more areas of the state are consistent with population 

projections recently published by this bureau.  The dynamic of retiring baby boomers leaving job 

openings to attract new residents may already be starting to see positive change in long standing trends.  

More time will be needed to know for sure, and the data obtained from a successful 2020 Census will 

also help to shed light on the changing population distribution in the state. 

Any discussion of subcounty population change in Michigan would be incomplete without a look at the 

state’s most populous cities: Detroit and Grand Rapids.  The City of Detroit continues to see a population 

decline, but the rate has slowed to the lowest rate yet seen this decade.  Detroit’s peak population loss 

since 2010 occurred between 2013 and 2014 when the city lost 1.33 percent of its population.  The most 

recent data indicate that rate has slowed to a reduction of just 0.23 percent during 2018.  Reversing 

many years of population loss does not occur quickly, so this continued slowing of the city’s rate of 

population decline is a good sign. 

Grand Rapids has been recording population increases for several years and the most current data 

shows it reaching the highest point it has ever achieved in the annual population estimates releases.  

Grand Rapids’ population is estimated to have risen to 200,217 in the vintage 2018 estimates.  This 

should not be a surprise to anyone watching Michigan’s population statistics as the city has been gaining 

population for several years and the Grand Rapids Metro Region has been the state’s fastest growing 

metro area for some time as well. 

Next Release  

The final release of data in the 2018 estimate series is scheduled for next month and will include age, 

sex, and race/ethnicity detail for the nation, state, and counties.   

For more Information 

These estimates are available through the U.S. Census Bureau and are available on their population 

estimates page and through their data retrieval tool, American FactFinder.  

Additionally, The Bureau of Labor Market Information and Strategic Initiatives makes many of the most 

commonly requested Census data and other labor market data available through http://milmi.org and 

http://michigan.gov/census. 

To access current population projections for the State of Michigan and all of its counties, please visit:  

https://milmi.org/datasearch/popproj  

As always, I am here to assist you with your demographic data needs.  I can be reached at 

guthriee@michigan.gov or 517-241-8667.  
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