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Michigan’s Population Shows Increase for Fifth Consecutive Year 

Today the U.S. Census Bureau released the vintage 2016 national and state population estimates.  These 

estimates add 2016 to the estimate series and recalculate the previous estimates that were released 

since the most recent decennial census that occurred in 2010.   

Michigan displayed a population increase again, which has been the case for the last five releases and is 

a welcome change from the mid to late 2000s when Michigan experienced several years of consecutive 

population losses.  

Estimates Highlights  

The release of the the population estimates for Michigan includes measures in addition to the total 

population.  The population estimates also provide percent population change over the period, between 

the most recent years, and the components that go into the estimate production.  

The data show that Michigan is lagging behind many states in the pace of population expansion.  During 

the period 2010 to 2016, Michigan population edged up by 0.5 percent.  That is positive when compared 

with the state’s recent history of population loss, but when compared with other states, it ranks 

Michigan 37th among the 50 states in numeric population change and 44th for percent change.  Michigan 

also lags behind many states in short-term population change from 2015 to 2016, when Michigan 

ranked 27th and 37th for numeric and percent population growth with increases of 10,585 and 0.1 

percent, respectively.   

The components of population change reveal much about the drivers for Michigan’s population gains in 

recent years.  Over the period 2010 to 2016, Michigan had a natural increase of 137,008, which is how 

much the population would have increased based solely on the difference between births and deaths.  

That appears to be a good gain, but the state’s overall population growth is hampered by net migration.  

Over this period, the state lost over 87,000 residents to out-migration.  Michigan will continue to be 

limited in its population growth until migration is stabilized or becomes positive.   

A detailed look at the migration data shows the important role international migration plays in 

population trends in Michigan.  Our net international migration was a positive force (over 128,000) 

which helped offset the nearly 216,000 migrants lost to other states over the period.   

The graph below shows changes in  Michigan’s population over the period 2010-2016.  It is important to 

recognize that Michigan’s population is trending in the right direction, but until migration becomes 

more balanced, Michigan will continue to struggle to add population. 



  

 

 

For more Information 

These estimates are available through the U.S. Census Bureau and are available on their population 

estimates page and through their data retrieval tool, American FactFinder.  

As always, I am here to assist you with your demographic data needs.  I can be reached at 

guthriee@michigan.gov or 517-241-8667. 
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