


STATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

Rulemaking Fact Sheet
(see 5 M.R.S. § 8057-A(1))

Agency: Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry
Name, Address, Telephone Number, and Email Address of Agency Contact Person:
Gary Fish
Maine DACF, 28 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0028
207-287-7545
gary.fish@maine.gov 
Chapter Number and Rule Title: CMR 01-001 Chapter 275 Emerald Ash Borer Quarantine
Type of Rule: Routine Technical
Statutory Authority: MRSA 7 Chapter 409 Section 2301
Public Hearing(s) (include day, date, time, and location): August 18, 12:00 – 2:00 PM, Maine Potato Board Conference Room, 744 Main St #1, Presque Isle, ME 04769 and a simultaneous virtual option at  and August 18, 2026, 5:00 – 7:00 PM, Maine Forest Service, Central Region Headquarters, 87 Forestry Way, Old Town, ME 04468 with a simultaneous virtual option at  
  
Comment Deadline(s) (include day, date, and time): August 28, 2026 at 5:00 PM
Principal Reason(s) or Purpose for Proposing this Rule [see 5 M.R.S. § 8057-A(1)(A)]:
To repeal the emerald ash borer (EAB) quarantine because EAB has become established across the state and the quarantine has been rendered ineffective.

Is Material Incorporated by Reference into the Rule [see 5 M.R.S. § 8056(2-A)]?  	No 

Analysis and Expected Operation of the Rule [see 5 M.R.S. § 8057-A(1)(B) & (D)]:
N/A since this is a repeal

Brief Summary of Relevant Information Considered During Development of the Rule (including up to 3 primary sources relied upon)[see 5 M.R.S. §§ 8057-A(1)(E) & 8063-B]:
The repeal is based on confirmed identification of established EAB populations distributed throughout the state where ash species are most prevalent. The distribution of EAB is mapped on the Maine Forest Service Invasive Pest Dashboard at . The repeal is also consistent with other New England states’ responses to the widespread dispersal of EAB populations likely resulting from human movement. 

Estimated Fiscal Impact of the Rule [see 5 M.R.S. § 8057-A(1)(C)]:
The repeal will have minimal impact on the Department's finances. Maine Forest Service and Plant Health programs will continue to monitor for EAB and provide continuous outreach and education to slow its spread as much as possible. All species of ash will slowly be impacted by EAB attack, and state, county and municipal forests, parks and street trees will be impacted unless individual trees are protected with insecticide treatments. The fiscal impacts of these tree losses will likely approach more than $1 M.


FOR EXISTING RULES WITH FISCAL IMPACT OF $1 MILLION OR MORE, ALSO INCLUDE:

 Economic Impact, Whether or Not Quantifiable in Monetary Terms [see 5 M.R.S. § 8057-A(2)(A)]:
 All ash species will be gradually affected by EAB, and landowners and tribes will lose valuable resources, causing both financial and cultural losses. Forest losses could exceed $300 M.
 
Individuals, Major Interest Groups and Types of Businesses Affected and How They Will Be Affected [see 5 M.R.S. § 8057-A(2)(B)]:
 Maine’s tribes will be most affected by the loss of brown ash, which is their primary resource for basket making and the foundation of their creation story. Forest landowners will lose a portion of their standing timber value unless they harvest their ash trees before EAB infestation. Municipalities, parks, land trusts, and other nonprofit organizations will have to decide to pay for insecticide treatments to protect their ash trees along roadsides and trails or have those trees removed before they become a hazard. Homeowners will also have to make similar choices.
 
 Benefits of the Rule [see 5 M.R.S. § 8057-A(2)(C)]:
Repealing the quarantine will facilitate the movement of firewood and forest products and free up MFS staff time, allowing for additional attention to biological control releases and improved outreach and education efforts. 

Note:  If necessary, additional pages may be used.
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