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Council unanimously approves $350,000 in emergency funding for personal protective equipment and face coveringsMontgomery Council approves addition

Councilmembers Hans Riemer and Gabe Albornoz spearheaded the fundingof Great Seneca Science Corridor amendment
to Planning Department’s work plan  
Reassessment of Science Corridor will support growth in County’s biohealth cluster and reinvigorate Corridor Cities Transitway, says PHED Chair Hans Riemer

ROCKVILLE, Md., April 21, 2020— Today the Montgomery County Council unanimously passed two separate supplemental appropriations totaling $350,000 to purchase or manufacture personal protective equipment (PPE) and face coverings, as part of the efforts of the Council and the County to protect public health and safety during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

The first supplemental appropriation is for $250,000 to purchase face coverings and other PPE. This special appropriation is needed so that the County government can purchase and distribute washable, reusable face coverings and potentially other PPE to the general public, and to supplement the County’s ongoing efforts to provide PPE to nonprofit service providers (including MCPS meal providers and families), medically vulnerable residents and those in senior living or nursing facilities, child care providers, residents in affordable housing communities, senior residents, and transit riders.

The second supplemental appropriation is for $100,000 to support the Montgomery County Economic Development Corporation’s (MCEDC) creation of the new Local Production Fund, which will provide small- and medium-sized manufacturers/producers with the working capital grants necessary to make and provide Covid-19-related items. The Local Production Fund will build the capacity of small- and medium-sized manufacturers/producers who can address supply shortages immediately, while simultaneously positioning these businesses for recovery and growth after the pandemic. MCEDC will match the appropriation with $100,000 from their budget.





The Council staff reports on these special appropriations can be viewed here and here.

ROCKVILLE, Md., Dec. 10, 2019—This morning the Montgomery County Council voted unanimously to adopt an amendment to the Montgomery County Planning Department’s work program to add a minor master plan amendment for the Great Seneca Science Corridor. The amendment aims to re-examine Stage 2 of the Science Corridor’s staging plan in order to allow additional development that would spur growth in the County’s biohealth sector. It further aims to reinvigorate the discussion around funding and constructing the Corridor Cities Transitway (CCT), which is a 15-mile, high-capacity bus rapid transit service system that would run between Shady Grove and Clarksburg. 

“ ” said Councilmember Riemer, who serves as chair of the Council’s Planning, Housing and Economic Development Committee. “ ”

[Brad Stewart quote]

The Great Seneca Science Corridor Master Plan, approved in 2010, set limits on how much development is allowed according to four stages. The minor master plan amendment would evaluate the staging elements of the plan. Currently, Stage 2 has not been met, preventing approval of additional development in the master plan area until certain transportation thresholds can be achieved. The requirements to proceed to additional development are as follows:
· relocating the Public Safety Training Academy; 
· attaining a non-auto driver mode share (NADMS) of 18 percent; 
· fully funding the construction of the Life Sciences Center (LSC) Loop Trail within the six-year capital improvements program; and 
· fully funding construction of Phase I of the CCT (Shady Grove to Metropolitan Grove) within the six-year County or State capital improvements program.

The first two of these requirements have been met. The proposed master plan amendment would split Stage 2 in two parts: Stages 2a and 2b. Stage 2a would require meeting the first three staging requirements, while Stage 2b also would require full construction funding of Phase I of the CCT. The requirements of Stage 2a could be met by summer 2020, which would allow a portion of the 2.3 million square feet of commercial development and 2,000 housing units allowed in the staging plan to be available for development approvals.

Councilmember Riemer also has proposed asking the Montgomery County Department of Transportation to work with the Department of Finance, the Maryland Department of Transportation, businesses and potential developments along the CCT alignment between Shady Grove and Metropolitan Grove, to develop an implementation and financing plan for the CCT within the next 12-18 months. This financing plan would anticipate federal, state and local contributions. Councilmember Riemer noted that the state’s decision to abandon the CCT in their plans is one of the main reasons for reassessing Stage 2 of the Great Seneca Science Corridor Master Plan.


The Planning Department supports adding the work program item and suggests a 12-month schedule to begin in May 2020 with plan review before the County Council in the spring of 2021.
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