
 

Scenic Rivers Land Trust Acquires Five Conservation Easements  
from North County Land Trust 

Land trust expands service area to cover northern Anne Arundel County,  
will now hold 76 conservation easements covering over 3,400 acres 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    Contact: Erin Valentine, erin@SRLT.org, 919.649.1727 

 

(Annapolis, MD) December 13, 2022—Scenic Rivers Land Trust has accepted five existing conservation easements, 
totaling 224 acres, from the Pasadena-based North County Land Trust (NCLT). With the transfer of these existing 
conservation easements, which represent NCLT’s total holdings, Scenic Rivers will expand their service area to include 
the Bodkin Creek and Patapsco River watersheds within northern Anne Arundel County. North County Land Trust will 
cease operations since its permanent conservation easements will now be watched over by another land trust. 

“For over 20 years, NCLT has proudly promoted land conservation and environmental education as an all-volunteer 
organization,” said NCLT secretary/treasurer Rebecca Kolberg. “As our founding members begin to retire, we’re pleased 
to be able to turn over the reins to Scenic Rivers Land Trust. We’re confident their resources and conservation expertise 
will be a great asset for northern Anne Arundel County.”  

Founded in 1988 as the Severn River Land Trust, Scenic Rivers has expanded its service area twice in the past, going 
from a sole focus on protecting land in the Severn River watershed to eventually protecting forests, farms, wetlands, and 
other open spaces in the Herring Bay and Severn, South, Patuxent, Rhode and West River watersheds within the county. 
With this latest expansion, their service area now covers all of Anne Arundel County except the Magothy River 
watershed, which is serviced by the Magothy River Land Trust. 

“We’re eager to collaborate with communities in this new-to-us part of the county to strengthen and build on the work that 
NCLT has done over the years,” said Sarah Knebel, Scenic Rivers’ executive director. “Conservation work in densely 
populated, developed areas is unique. Of course, we want to save the few remaining large tracts of natural land in north 
county, but we’re also excited to listen to communities and explore with them other conservation solutions that meet their 
needs—pocket parks, community gardens, water access points, urban farming—these are just a few ideas that will be 
worth considering.” 

The transfer of NCLT conservation easements requires Scenic Rivers to place $5,500 per easement in stewardship and 
legal defense reserves, which was funded by one of its long-term donors. 

About Scenic Rivers Land Trust 

A nationally accredited land trust, Scenic Rivers is a private nonprofit dedicated to protecting forests, wetlands, farmlands, and other 
open spaces in Anne Arundel County. Since 1988, Scenic Rivers has used land conservation easements to protect special places and to 
facilitate tax incentives for property owners. Before accepting NCLT easements, Scenic Rivers held 71 conservation easements across 
the county, totaling more than 3,200 acres. To learn about Scenic Rivers’ conservation programs, visit www.srlt.org.  
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