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From Councilman Owen’s Desk
Welcome to Spring!  It is a certainly a glorious time of the year.  Especially this year.  After experiencing the winter from Hades in Louisville, I am grateful for warmer weather, budding plants, and tournament basketball.    

Along with the excitement of a Spring renewal, I know a lot of us are feeling extremely anxious and apprehensive about the current state of the World.  Centuries old trade partnerships and historic alliances have been unceremoniously and unnecessarily obliterated.  Fundamental political and institutional guardrails, many as old as the nation itself, have been dismantled on a whim.  It goes without saying that general human decency has become an afterthought.  In short, to no one’s surprise, we are once again experiencing complete chaos in Washington, DC.

I am no economist, but when economic indicators are flashing warning signs and our economy is clearly in a perilous position, the least appropriate response from leadership would be to restrict the labor supply, restrict the flow of goods across borders by using tariffs to tax trade, and to eliminate government jobs and spending, particularly in the critical areas of research and development.  And yet, that is exactly what is happening.  I have run a small business for the past 25 years, and from my point of view, there is no world in which we should anticipate a soft landing from this economic Kamikaze mission.  
  
In the meantime, I would like to suggest that we focus our energy on the things that remain within our control.  Let’s focus on our personal health and wellbeing.  Let’s focus on our families.  Let’s focus on our neighbors and broader communities.  And let’s commit to uncommon kindness and generosity.

With that in mind, we have a few opportunities coming up where we can gather in community to make our world a little bit brighter, a little bit cleaner and a little bit better.  First, on April 19th, our office will be partnering with the Kentucky Waterway Alliance to host the 3rd Annual Beargrass Creek Sweep, where we will celebrate Earth Day by joining together to pick up trash and other debris along the banks of Beargrass Creek.  As in the past we will meet at 8:30 a.m. at the Ledge Road entrance to Cherokee Park off of Lexington Road.  Later that same day, at 11:30 a.m. we will put on our bunny ears and gather on the sidewalks along Frankfort Avenue between Crescent Avenue and Pope Street to enjoy the 33rd annual Avenue Easter Parade.  And finally, the following weekend, April 26th, we are partnering with Operation Brightside to do our annual Spring cleanup along Frankfort Avenue in Clifton.  We will meet at the public parking lot at the intersection of Frankfort and Keats Avenues at 8:30 a.m.  Our office will provide gloves, grabbers, bags, brooms, rakes, and other utensils.  Just bring your family and your smiling faces.  We hope to see everyone soon!        

Cannons Lane Project
Breathe in. Breathe out. After major delays which pushed this project out longer than expected, we are officially back in our lanes! Cannons Lane is OPEN!
District 9 Community Meeting 
Mark your calendars for our upcoming Community Meeting to discuss the latest happenings in District 9. TARC will join us for this meeting to discuss the TARC 2025 Draft Network Proposals. They want to make sure we that District 9’s constituents have a real voice in the planning process. 

All attendees are welcome to join the open conversation. We hope to see you there!
[bookmark: x_link_11]
Trolley Hop Meeting for Business Owners 
Calling all business owners!  We want to hear from you.  We've received great feedback so far from our trolley hop survey, and there's still time to submit your response.  Many businesses in our district participated in the Trolley Hop before, and it's great to know that you share our excitement to bring it back.  Click the survey link below and/or join us for a community meeting for business owners on Monday 3/24 from 2-3pm at UCHM (150 State Street).  We value your input and believe that a collaborative approach is the best way to ensure a successful Trolley Hop relaunch!  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScnkwlExtG_s_SBMvAkiUItucTpYH0l9r7ymkXQt1-S5QMQwg/viewform?usp=sharing

Right of Way Encroachment for Zorn Ave
MAC Construction is scheduled to begin work on Zorn Ave or around March 17th, 2025 between Brownsboro Rd and Madelle Ave. The work is expected to be completed on this road by May 9th, 2025. For the safety of the crew, a road closure will be put into place. Residents will maintain access to their homes. 

Givaudan Remediation Link
https://louisvilleky.gov/government/codes-regulations/givaudan-remediation
On November 12, 2024, a tragedy occurred in the Clifton neighborhood, profoundly affecting the lives of the local community. Louisville Metro Government stands firmly with those impacted by the explosion at the Givaudan site. We are dedicated to providing timely and accurate information regarding the ongoing demolition process and future plans for the site.

On this page, you will find answers to pressing questions, including how Louisville Metro is involved now that the investigations are nearing completion. We are committed to transparency and offering all necessary support to help our community heal and move forward.

To report property damage, please utilize the Givaudan Community Support website to submit your information or any question you may have. 

Street Sweeping Season Begins Monday, March 24
Street sweeping season begins Monday, March 24 and the first area is in the Portland neighborhood. If you live on a street sweeping route, sign up for text alerts to be notified when your street will be swept. It is very important for vehicles to be out of the way on the day of sweeping. 
WHAT TO EXPECT
· Residents who have signed up for Street Sweeping Alerts will receive an alert one week prior to Street Sweeping being conducted in their general area. A second alert will be sent one day prior to the actual sweeping of their street. 
· "No Parking" signs will be posted prior to 12 p.m. on the business day before street sweeping will occur. Residents should not park on designated streets 7 a.m. until 5 p.m. even if it appears a street has been swept because the street sweepers may return.
· No Parking Zones cover both sides of the street even though signs may be posted on only one side of the street. Vehicles parked on streets scheduled for cleaning are subject to citation and/or towing. 
· Street Sweeping will be conducted each day on either east/west bound streets or north/south bound streets to allow residents to find alternate parking. 
· Residents are prohibited from blowing leaves out of their yards and sidewalks onto a public roadway in accordance with City Ordinance 97.071. Those in violation of this ordinance may have the areas in front of their residence omitted from being swept because street sweeping vehicles are not designed to collect large amounts of leaves. 
HOW TO SIGN UP FOR STREET SWEEPING ALERTS
· Visit Louisvilleky.gov and click on "Address Lookup." Enter your address and choose it from the dropdown. Click on Street Sweeping Reminders to sign up to be notified by email or text. (If you do not have this option, it is because your address is not on a street sweeping route.)
· Unsubscribe or edit your subscriptions  
· Visit the GovDelivery help center
WHY IS STREET SWEEPING IMPORTANT? 
It helps remove debris from the gutter and roadsides that would otherwise go into storm drains, causing water pollution. 

Pathways and Partnerships: Academies of Louisville
Waggener High School stands out in our community—not just for its academic achievements, but for the life-changing experiences it offers students through the Academies of Louisville model. During a recent visit from educators across the country, Waggener's student ambassadors shared how their school has given them a strong sense of belonging by connecting them with career pathways and real-world learning opportunities. From building confidence as freshmen to preparing for college and careers, Waggener is shaping the future for its students. Read this inspiring article in our newsletter to see the lasting impact of Waggener!

The link is here: https://www.aoflalliance.org/news/student-voices-unveiling-the-heart-of-waggener  

Free Concert by The Quattro Voce String Quartet
The Peterson Dumesnil House, 301 S. Peterson Avenue, will host a free concert by The Quattro Voce String Quartet in celebration of Women’s History Month on Sunday, March 23rd from 3:00pm-4:30pm. The Quattro Voce String Quartet is a group of professional musicians who will perform a concert by all women composers ranging from the renaissance period through a present-day composition. Attendees can also enjoy wine and cheese while experiencing the 155-year-old historic home. Space is limited, please email PDHLouisville@gmail.com to reserve your seat. The concert is funded by a grant from the Musicians’ Performance Trust Fund. Donations are welcome and will support the Peterson Dumesnil House Foundation.

Mental Health Lou Showcases Free Series on Mind-Body Wellness 
Mental Health Lou is hosting a four-part series, Mind-Body Wellness, beginning at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, March 5 at the Bon Air Library, 2816 Del Rio Place, until March 26. Participants will learn ways to identify and connect feelings, thoughts and physical responses and develop tools to help manage stress, anxiety, depression and more.

The free series kicks off with "Food & Mood: The Gut-Brain Connection," which examines the relationship between diet and mental well-being by delving into the science of gut health, inflammation and the production of neurotransmitters.

Additional mental health topics include "Cultivating a Growth Mindset: Building Resilience and Wellness," "Digital Detox: Reclaiming Focus and Mental Space" and "The Art of Self-Compassion: Reframing Inner Narratives."

Be sure to learn more about Mental Health Lou's resources and programs.

Grand Opening of Waterfront Park PlayPort
Wednesday, March 26
1105 Rowan Street (between 10th and 12th street)
﻿Dedication ceremony begins at 11:00am
The first component of Waterfront Park's Phase IV westward expansion, designed in partnership with Kentucky Science Center, features authentic river and construction-themed play equipment and STEM based educational experiences for children of all ages.

Contact 502.574.3768 or info@ourwaterfront.org with questions. Visit the site for more information at Waterfront Park Westward Expansion

Whitehall to Host Woodland Garden Tour
Whitehall is pleased to announce that it will host a Woodland Garden Tour on Wednesday, March 26, at 6:00 p.m. On this relaxing stroll through Whitehall’s Woodland Garden, participants will consider the important services that gardens provide for our human, animal, and plant neighbors. Are you curious to learn more about Louisville’s tree canopy, biodiversity, water, or land use history? The Woodland Garden provides inspirational examples of ways that we can create positive impacts anywhere in the city and offers us a place to deepen our connections to the place where we live. Whether you are new to the Woodland Garden or a regular visitor, this experience will have you seeing urban woodlands in a whole new way. If you've attended this class in the past, you will enjoy new takes and updated information on these familiar concepts. Reservations are required. The cost is $25 per person. For more information or to make reservations, visit https://www.historicwhitehall.org/whitehall-wednesdays. 

The tour will be led by Carolyn Waters, PhD. A native of Louisville, Dr. Waters has a Ph.D. in Education and Social Change from Bellarmine University and a M.Ed. in Environmental Education from Western Washington University. She is an instructor of Environmental Studies at Bellarmine and a consultant for environmental education programming nationally. She previously lived at Whitehall in the caretaker’s residence and worked there as interim gardener.

In the Whitehall Wednesday series, Whitehall House and Gardens will host educational workshops for adults that focus on plants within the disciplines of art, gardening, science and forestry on the last Wednesday of every month, starting at 6 p.m. We partner with flower farmers, florists, arborists, horticulturalists and naturalists to bring fresh new programming to plant lovers in Louisville. 

Proceeds from the program will benefit Whitehall, a historic house and estate garden owned and operated by the not-for-profit Historic Homes Foundation. Originally built in the mid-1850s as an Italianate farmhouse, the house was transformed in 1909 into the iconic Classical style mansion we know today that epitomizes the stately beauty of early twentieth-century architecture. At just under ten acres, Whitehall’s grounds offer the public multiple special gardens that are a horticultural treasure to the community.

Invitation to Earth Fest 2025
The Mayor’s Office of Sustainability is excited to invite you to Earth Fest 2025, the city’s first community-wide Earth Month celebration event in close partnership with the Parks Alliance of Louisville and multiple community partners! The event, which will be attended by Mayor Greenberg, will feature food, music, performances, sustainability lightning talks, family friendly activities, volunteering opportunities, and a resource fair. It will serve as a kick-off to Earth Month (April) and will elevate and amplify environmental events led by various organizations throughout Earth Month, so that our community can learn more about and become engaged with the great local organizations leading efforts to protect Louisville’s environment and create a sustainable future!
 
Event Details:
Date: Saturday, March 29, 2025
Time: 2:00 PM - 6:00 PM
Location: Alberta O. Jones Park
Address: 744 S 23rd St, Louisville, KY 40211
Learn more and get involved: https://tinyurl.com/LouisvilleEarthFest2025
#LouisvilleEarthFest

Save Birds by Choosing to Go Lights Out This Spring!
You might know that millions of birds migrate over Louisville every spring and fall. But did you also know that billions of migrating birds are hurt or killed each year in the U.S.—and it’s due to artificial light at night pulling them off course or causing them to fly into windows and buildings? 

With your help, Lights Out Louisville—a Louisville Audubon Society conservation initiative—aims to change that. 

The solution is simple, and anyone can be a part of it: 
—This April and May, between 11 p.m. and 6 a.m., turn off non-essential lights—both indoors and outside—and close your blinds, shades, and curtains. 
—By reducing artificial nighttime light during the two biggest migration months in our area, we give migrating birds a better chance of surviving their long journeys. 
—With a few simple actions, you’ll help save birds—and save money on your electricity bill at the same time! 

Visit www.lightsoutlouisville.org to learn how going Lights Out is good for birds as well as people, and how you can be a part of the solution. 

If you decide to go Lights Out, you can help Louisville Audubon track the program’s impact across our city by filling out a short pledge form as a resident/homeowner, or on behalf of your business or a commercial facility you own/operate. You can find both pledge forms on the Lights Out Louisville homepage at the address above. Business and commercial supporters will be promoted on the Lights Out Louisville website and on social media.

The Louisville Audubon Society thanks you for making the choice to go Lights Out! 

Keep kids busy with Louisville Parks and Rec Spring Break Camps and Community Centers
Louisville Parks and Recreation is offering various opportunities for kids to stay active while on spring break. Camps will take place at some community centers, while others will host free open programming with a less structured environment.

Centers that will offer traditional Spring Break Camps are Metro Arts, Molly Leonard Portland, Sun Valley, Beechmont, Berrytown, Douglass and Cyril Allgeier. Participants must be 5-12 years of age for all camps except Metro Arts, which is for ages 9-12.

The cost of Spring Break Camp is $60 per camper. Youths will enjoy a range of activities including athletics, games, crafts and a field trip. Spots are limited for these camps, you can register a child by clicking here.

Centers that will offer free open programming include California, Newburg, Parkhill, Shawnee, Southwick and South Louisville. The public is invited to come and go as they please as activities will be set up from 11 a.m. – 5 p.m. Examples of open programming includes arts and crafts, pickleball, basketball, computer games and more. Registration is not required.

Stay Healthy on Spring Break: Protect Your Family from Illness
Spring break is only a couple of weeks away for many area schools. If you and your family are planning to travel, here are some tips to help you prepare and have a healthy spring break.

1. Be aware of infectious disease outbreaks. Stay up to date on vaccinations.
Vaccines are one of the best ways to prevent severe illness. In the U.S., respiratory viruses such as flu and COVID-19 are still circulating. The CDC has reported that there have been 220 measles cases so far this year, most among children and youth between the ages of 5 and 19 in 12 states: Alaska, California, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York City, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Texas, and Washington. Measles spreads rapidly among people who are unvaccinated.

Make sure you and your family are up to date on all routine vaccines to protect you from infectious diseases.

If you are travelling outside the U.S., check the CDC’s webpage for destinations to see what specific vaccines or medications you may need, as well as if there are any disease outbreaks or health risks to be aware of. With measles cases increasing, people 12 months of age and older who will be traveling internationally or to a place where an outbreak is occurring should receive two doses of measles-containing vaccine. The minimum interval between vaccines is 28 days. Before any international travel, infants 6 through 11 months of age should receive one dose of MMR vaccine. Infants who get one dose of MMR vaccine before their first birthday should get two more doses according to the routinely recommended schedule (12-15 months and 4 to 6 years). Talk to your healthcare provider to discuss your travel plans and any concerns so they can give you advice and recommendations.

2. Practice good hygiene
Washing hands regularly with soap and warm water for at least 20 seconds helps prevent the spread of germs. Carry hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol for situations where soap isn’t available. Remind children to avoid touching their faces and to cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue or their elbow. If you’ll be in an area with potential exposure to avian flu, take extra precautions to avoid contact with wild birds, waterfowl, cows, or poultry.

3. Be cautious in crowded spaces
Airports, theme parks, and public transportation can be hotspots for germs. When possible, practice social distancing and wear a mask in crowded indoor settings, especially if anyone in your family is at higher risk for severe illness.
4. Boost immunity with healthy habits

A strong immune system can help fight off infections. Prioritize nutritious meals, stay hydrated, and get enough rest. Regular physical activity and stress management also contribute to overall health.

Remember to protect your skin from the sun’s harmful ultraviolet rays by wearing sunscreen with an SPF of at least 15. Also wear a hat to help shade your face, head, ears and neck and wear sunglasses to protect your eyes and consider staying in the shade during the midday hours.

Depending on your destination and types of activities, you could be at risk for bug bites. Take steps to prevent bug bites by using EPA-registered insect repellents.  If you are travelling to an area where malaria is transmitted, you may need to take a medication to prevent malaria. Check with your doctor.

5. Know when to stay home
If anyone in your family feels sick, it’s best to rest and avoid spreading illness to others. Seek medical care if symptoms are severe.

By taking these precautions, families can enjoy a safe and healthy spring break while minimizing the risk of illness. Stay safe and have fun!


Louisville Parks And Recreation Are Training Lifeguards to Staff the City Pools
Louisville Parks and Recreation's Aquatics program provides swimming classes year-round and Lifeguard Training courses from March through June at the Mary T. Meagher Aquatic Center (201 Reservoir Ave). Training classes are $200 or FREE if you commit to working for Louisville Parks and Recreation! 
 
Lifeguard training classes are offered to anyone 15 or older.
Duties include enforcing rules, monitoring activity, cleanup, water tests and more. Successfully complete the two prerequisite swimming skills evaluations on the first day of training: 
Prerequisite 1:
· Complete a swim-tread-swim sequence without stopping to rest:
· Jump into the water and totally submerge, resurface then swim 150 yards using the front crawl, breaststroke or a combination of both. (Swimming on the back or side is not permitted. Swim goggles are allowed)
· Maintain position at the surface of the water for 2 minutes by treading water using only the legs
· Swim 50 yards using the front crawl, breaststroke or a combination of both. 
Prerequisite 2:
· Complete a timed event within 1 minute, 40 seconds:
· Starting in the water, swim 20 yards. (The face may be in or out of the water. Swim goggles are not allowed).
· Submerge to a depth of 7 - 10 feet to retrieve a 10- pound object.
· Return to the surface and swim 20 yards on the back to return to the starting point, holding the object at the surface with both hands and keeping the face out at or near the surface.
· Exit the water without using a ladder or steps.
Applicants must provide documentation to be employed by the department. Call 502-574-1498 for a list. 

Upcoming training sessions:
Session IV
March 23, 30, April 6, 13 |  Mary T. Meagher Aquatic Center
Sunday | 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Call 502-574-1498 to RSVP
You must attend all 4 days of the session to become certified.
Register here 

Session V
April 27, May 4, 11, 18 |  Mary T. Meagher Aquatic Center
Sunday | 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Call 502-574-1498 to RSVP
You must attend all 4 days of the session to become certified.
Register here 

Spring Break Session
March 31 -April 4 |  Mary T. Meagher Aquatic Center
Monday-Friday | 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Call 502-574-1498 to RSVP
You must attend all 5 days of the session to become certified.
Register here

More information online: https://louisvilleky.gov/government/parks/lifeguard-training

Pop-Up Drop-Off Waste Disposal Events
Pop-Up Drop-Offs are free recycling and large item disposal events for residents of Jefferson County. 
 
2025 Pop-Up Drop-Off Schedule 
All events are 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. on a Saturday. Please do not arrive early. Vehicles waiting cause traffic backups.
· March 22: Shawnee Park, 4501 W Broadway
 
Pop-Up Drop-Off events are popular and well attended! Follow these tips for your best experience:
Tip #1: Do not arrive early! All Pop-Up Drop-Off events start at 10 a.m. A line of vehicles causes traffic backups and prevents our equipment from entering.
Tip #2: Only bring sensitive documents to be shredded! The line for shredding is usually the longest. We have seen catalogs, paperback books, etc. being shredded, which is unnecessary and takes up valuable time.
Tip #3: Make sure no items are mixed with your documents! We've seen hammers, scissors, and toys mixed in with documents. These contaminants can break the shredding truck's equipment! 
Tip #4: Try giving away usable items first! We see a LOT of decent items being trashed or recycled at our events. Some residents even offer these items to workers - staff is not allowed to keep items. Please try to donate or give away BEFORE coming to our waste and recycling event.
Tip #5: Loads of construction materials, lumber, and loose debris are NOT allowed! Take these loads to the Waste Reduction Center at 636 Meriwether Ave instead. Pop-Up Drop-Off events are very popular - please follow the rules so we can keep the line moving.
Tip #6: Separate your loads into the various categories! More can be recycled and the line moves faster when you are ready to offload your items at each station. 
Tip #7: Check-in staff will ask for your zip code and which types of items you brought. We track this information so we can keep improving our events. Most residents bring large items, electronics, and documents for shredding. Other categories include metal (or mostly metal) items, tires, yard waste, household recyclables, prescription medication, and shoes. 
 
Accepted Items: 
· Up to 3 electronic items (recycled)
· Metal & appliances - no refrigerators, freezers, dehumidifiers or any items containing Freon (recycled) 
· Up to 4 passenger tires (recycled)
· Household recyclables, follow curbside rules (recycled)
· Yard waste, follow curbside rules, wooden pallets (composted)
· Large household items (landfilled) 
· Documents for shredding (recycled)
· Prescription medication (disposed properly)
· Gently used shoes will be collected for WaterStep - every 3 pairs of shoes collected provides safe water for 1 person for life!
Items must already be separated into categories for easy off-loading so as much can be recycled as possible.
Not Accepted:
· Garbage, loose debris (use curbside garbage collection or take to landfill)
· Concrete, bricks, rocks
· Construction debris (take to Waste Reduction Center, fees apply)
· Refrigerators, freezers, dehumidifiers, or items containing Freon (take to Waste Reduction Center or metal recycling facility)
· Latex paint (disposal information)
· Batteries, light bulbs, oil-based paint, varnishes, stains, and other household hazardous waste (take to Haz Bin)
· Tree trunks  
· Boats, hot tubs
· Items from businesses
· Trailers greater than 10 feet in length (larger loads can be taken to the Waste Reduction Center)
Detailed list of acceptable items in each category (Every possible item is not listed, so use this list as a guide.)

Exciting Update: Large Item Pickup Appointment System Now Includes Text Messaging!
We are pleased to announce that our Large Item Pickup Appointment system now offers text messaging as a communication option. To receive text messages, simply visit Louisvilleky.gov/TextConsent and provide your consent.

When scheduling a Large Item Pickup appointment, be sure to include your mobile phone number along with your email address. This way, you'll receive both an email and a text message with your appointment details.

Text messages are often seen more quickly than emails, which can sometimes end up in spam folders. This update aims to enhance the efficiency of our system and ensure you receive timely notifications.

Thank you for helping us improve our services!

If Someone Gets Bit by An Animal in Jefferson County, What Do They Do?
If you are bit by an animal, please seek medical treatment right away. The wound should be examined for any treatment needed and the person screened for possible rabies exposure.

What is rabies?
Rabies is a fatal but preventable virus that can spread to people and animals if they are bitten or scratched by a rabid animal. The rabies virus infects the central nervous system causing disease in the brain which results in death, if not treated. Rabies can be prevented by vaccinating pets, avoiding wildlife, and seeking medical care after a potential exposure.

Are animal bites reported to the health department?
Healthcare providers must report animal bites to their local health department within 12 hours of the initial professional evaluation. Almost all of our bite reports come from healthcare or Louisville Metro Animal Services (LMAS). About 1% of the population reports their own dog bite to us.

What does the health department do when an animal bite is reported?
We will order the owner of the animal to quarantine it for 10 days, even if it has been vaccinated against rabies. Any animal that has bitten must be microchipped under Louisville Metro Ordinance 91.072.

What is an owner’s responsibility if their animal bites someone?
The owner is responsible for quarantining their animal for 10 days. That means the owner must securely confine the animal to their premises, away from people, either inside the home, in a totally enclosed pen inside a fenced yard, or at a veterinarian. Quarantining the animal allows it to be observed for the onset of possible rabies symptoms. Most importantly, it keeps the animal from exposing other animals or people to rabies. 
Animal owners are also responsible for making sure their animal is licensed and vaccinated. In Jefferson County, all dogs, cats and ferrets are required by law to be licensed and vaccinated against rabies. For more information on local pet laws, licensing, fostering, and adoption visit Louisville Metro Animal Services (LMAS) 
If bite victims would like to file a formal complaint against a dog owner, please contact LMAS or call (502) 473-7387 to leave a message.

Can the health department order an animal be euthanized?
The health department doesn’t confiscate animals or have them put down. Our main responsibility is to ensure that people are protected from rabies. If an animal owner refuses to cooperate with the request to quarantine the animal, we will refer them to LMAS for follow up and enforcement actions.

Do we automatically recommend someone get the rabies vaccine series if they have been bitten by an animal?
No. We only recommend that someone receive rabies post-exposure treatment if the animal cannot be observed for the 10-day quarantine or tested for rabies.

How many animal bites are reported to the health department each year?
· 2019: 1168
· 2020: 998
· 2021: 1015
· 2022: 1131
· 2023: 1006
· 2024: 1144
On average, how many animals test positive for rabies?
Bats are the most common animal that test positive for rabies in Jefferson County.  Animals that are NOT a rabies risk in Kentucky: hamsters, guinea pigs, gerbils, rabbits, squirrels, chipmunks, rats, reptiles, and mice.
· 2019: 4 bats
· 2020: 2 bats, 1 dog
· 2021: 5 bats
· 2022: 3 bats
· 2023: 2 bats
· 2024: 3 bats
For information about rabies, please visit our webpage.

Brightside & WM Community-Wide Cleanup
Mark your calendars and take part in Brightside's Spring Community-Wide Cleanup on Saturday, April 19, 2025. This is a great service opportunity for scouts, sports teams, faith groups and community organizations. It could also be a corporate team bonding opportunity! 

Register your team or community group online here:  https://louisvilleky.gov/government/brightside/brightside-wm-community-wide-cleanup 

If April 19 doesn’t work for your group, you can organize a cleanup anytime throughout the year and Brightside will provide gloves and bags. Brightside will also work with Solid Waste Management to collect litter bags after the cleanup. Call Brightside at (502) 574-2613 or register online about two weeks prior to your event to schedule your cleanup. Once registered, please call (502)574-8455 to schedule a supply pickup time. 

TreeFest Returns on April 19!
Louisville Parks and Recreation and TreesLouisville are again partnering to host TreeFest! We are still seeking vendors and volunteers for the event. Learn more and find contact information at treeslouisville.org/treefest.

Beargrass Creek Clean Sweep 2025
Kentucky Waterways Alliance and our partners Louisville Metro Sewer District (MSD), Olmsted Parks Conservancy, Ohio River Valley Water Sanitation Commission, Louisville Metro District 9 Councilman Andrew Owen, Louisville Metro District 8 Councilman Ben-Reno Webber, and Brightside will host a cleanup to address litter in areas surrounding Beargrass Creek, specifically in Cherokee Park and the Beargrass Greenway. Located in the Salt River Basin, Beargrass Creek serves as a tributary to the Ohio River and spans across Jefferson County at Kentucky’s north central border. Beargrass Creek Watershed serves as the primary drainage basin for Louisville and Jefferson County, covering more than 60 square miles among its three forks: muddy fork, middle fork, and south fork. This primarily urban creek flows through neighborhoods and local parks such as Joe Creason Park and Cherokee Park, providing important opportunities for water-based recreation and environmental education. Beargrass Creek flows in primarily through Louisville, Kentucky, located within Jefferson County. Louisville is home to more than 622,000 people as well as fascinating outdoor-based tourism attractions such as the Louisville Mega Cavern, the Louisville Zoo, the Beargrass Creek Nature Preserve, and the Olmsted Parks system. The Kentucky Waterways Alliance is thrilled to partner with organizations and communities striving to protect their waterways while promoting community engagement. We hope to see you on April 19th, as we clean up Cherokee Park and the surrounding areas of Beargrass Creek.

Date: Saturday April 19th, 2025
Location: Beargrass Greenway & Cherokee Park. Parking lot at Lexington and Ledge Road.
Timeline Check-in: 8:30-9:00 am; Welcome and Safety Instructions: 9:15 am; Cleanup ends: 12:00 pm 
Registration: https://forms.gle/XDNH4LyAbrvuTKDu6 or kwalliance.org/events

District 9’s Brightside Cleanup!
Join District 9 as we come together to clean up our community! We’ll be meeting at Independence Bank, located in the heart of St. Matthews, as well as Keats & Frankfort Avenue. Let’s show our love for our community and keep it beautiful. Mark your calendars and be part of the action!

Charity Night at Le Moo
Join us for a special evening at Le Moo, where dining out means giving back! On Sunday, April 27, from 5 PM to 9 PM, Le Moo will generously donate up to 10% of the evening’s revenue to Safe Haven, helping families within foster care system receive services —at no extra cost to you. Simply enjoy a delicious meal, and Le Moo will contribute on your behalf!  Make your reservation today!

Important: When booking your reservation or speaking with your host/server, please mention Safe Haven to ensure your participation in this impactful cause. Thank you for supporting families in need—one meal at a time!

Stuck!
Now is a good time to review the proper procedure for when a train blocks access to the Reservoir Park neighborhood. 
	We are fortunate to have Darren Bush and Matt & Ellie Eldridge who cooperate with Metro Government to allow their driveways to be used as an emergency access for our neighborhood.
	So how can we help each other during the stress of a train blockage?
	The first thing is to call or text someone below who has access to the code that opens the gate. 
	Please remember though that Reservoir Park’s agreement with Metro Government and our gracious neighbors who allow us access is that, unless it is a medical emergency, we should wait 15 to 20 minutes before calling or texting people on the list.  
	Next, realize that the access road is a one lane driveway. 
	This means that getting in or getting out requires patience and cooperation with your fellow neighbors.
	Neighbors listed below know the code that opens the gate and volunteer their time to help when the tracks are blocked.  
	Because the road is a one lane, safe passage requires two people to direct traffic flow.  Otherwise, people get stuck and movement is much slower.  Please be respectful and listen to those directing traffic.
	Also, remember that as you would not want anyone to drive through your grass, please do not drive on your neighbor’s grass or the Louisville Water Company’s grass. 
	Please be respectful of others’ property. Let’s help each other when the tracks are blocked. 
		
Thanks,
		Steve Mershon

	When called or texted, the following neighbors will assist in opening the gate and arranging for traffic directors:

		Darren Bush			(502) 836-2165
		Connor Bush			(502) 554-1431
		Matt Eldridge			(502) 640-9278
		Ellie Lengyel-Eldridge	          (502) 744-2860
		Steve Mershon		(502) 523-9573
		Anna Lee Mershon		(502) 897-6724
		Linda Wilhelms		(502) 494-3128
		Paul Pfeiffer			(502) 773-1727
		Patti Hope			(502) 648-9575
		Mike Jarett			(502) 418-7879		
		Todd Abel			(502) 235-8006
		Mary T. Aquatic Center  	(502) 897-9949
		Cathy Lilly at Village Manor	(502) 899-3204

Upcoming St. Matthews Library Events 
St. Matthews Friends of the Library Book Sale: 
Friday, March 21, 2025 1:00 pm - 4:30 pm EDT
Saturday, March 22, 2025 10:00 am - 4:30 pm EDT
Sunday, March 23, 2025 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm EDT
Drop by to check out some fantastic bargains in our wide selection of gently used books. All proceeds benefit the St. Matthews Friends of the Library. Cash only. Exact change is appreciated.

Puzzle and Board Game Exchange: Saturday, March 29, 2025 10:00 am - 4:00 pm EDT
Bring gently used puzzles and board games to leave for others, and/or take some home.

Jigsaw Puzzle Race: Saturday, March 29, 2025 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm EDT
First team to complete their puzzle wins! Team captain must be an adult. Space is limited. Call 502-574-1771 to register your team of 2 to 4 puzzlers.

For Adults and Teens:
D&D at the Library: 
Thursdays, March 20, 2025 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm EST
New adventurers wanted! Learn the basics of Dungeons & Dragons and other tabletop role-playing games at the library. We've got the books, the group, the dice, and everything you need to explore a multiverse of adventure. Are you ready to roll?

For Kids:
Family Movie Night:
Brave - Thursday, March 27, 2025 6:15 pm - 8:30 pm EDT
Join us for Family Movie Night with a movie and a craft. This month, we’re going under the sea with Ariel and her friends in The Little Mermaid. Fuzzy blankets and pajamas are encouraged.

A Variety of Agencies Will Be Available at Louisville Metro Government's Job Fair
Louisville Metro Government is hosting a career fair from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Tuesday, March 18, at Louisville Slugger Field, 501 E. Main St.

Join us to discover a wide range of job opportunities, attractive benefits and a supportive atmosphere that promotes growth and innovation. This is your opportunity to learn how a career in public service can make a real difference in the community.

Zoning Matters 2025
The Office of Planning’s Library Hours (Zoning Matters: Conversations with a City Planner) return in 2025! City Planners from Louisville Metro’s Office of Planning will be available to answer questions about zoning (What is zoning? Why does it matter?) and discuss the ongoing LDC Reform project, including changes to increase housing opportunities throughout the city. We want to hear about your neighborhood and discuss what the reform means for you! Visit our website for more information at www.louisvilleky.gov/ldcreform.
	LIBRARY BRANCH
	DATE
	CONVERSATION TIME

	Parkland
	Tuesday, April 1
	3 – 7 PM

	Northeast Regional
	Tuesday, April 15
	3 – 7 PM

	Fairdale
	Tuesday, May 6
	3 – 7 PM

	Main Library
	Tuesday, May 20
	3 – 7 PM

	Shawnee
	Tuesday, June 3
	3 – 7 PM

	Iroquois
	Tuesday, August 5
	3 – 7 PM

	South Central Regional
	Tuesday, August 19
	3 – 7 PM

	Bon Air
	Tuesday, September 2
	3 – 7 PM

	Newburg
	Tuesday, September 16
	3 – 7 PM

	Southwest Regional
	Tuesday, September 30
	3 – 7 PM

	
	
	


These conversations are part of the ongoing Land Development Code (LDC) Reform. The LDC Reform is an equity focused approach to revise the LDC consistently with Plan 2040 to allow for increased housing choices and opportunities in new and existing neighborhoods, to create procedures and regulations that are easier to use and increase the quality of life by reducing the concentration of environmental hazards near housing.
 
If you have questions or want to learn more, contact ldcreform@louisvilleky.gov or (502) 574-8272

The Jefferson Memorial Forest Is Having Our Annual Forest Fest
Join us for our annual Forest Fest, sponsored by Metro Council. This will be a fun-filled day of Bluegrass and Americana music, arts & crafts, family activities, and local food. This year's lineup features the Tray Wellington Band, Tommy Prine, Kentucky Gentlemen, Relaay, and Miles Nielson & the Rusted Hearts. Follow the @ForestFest Facebook page for information leading up to the event! All Ages Welcome. Family Friendly. Open to the public. Parking fee: $15/vehicle. May 17th 12P-7P". If you need any extra info, please contact us at forest@louisvilleky.gov

Fan Fair Event
For the 10th year in a row, KIPDA Area Agency on Aging and Independent Living, and the Louisville Metro Office for Aging and Disabled Citizens are teaming up to provide fans for older adults and persons with disabilities to help offer relief from the sweltering summer heat.  Working with community organizations, churches, businesses, private citizens and the local media, we hope to generate monetary donations to purchase new fans.  Persons or businesses interested in sponsoring fans will be able to make tangible or monetary donations to this effort until May 24th, 2024. 
 
Fan Fair Event
June 7th, 2025
9:00am-11:00am
Edison Center
701 W. Ormsby Ave
Louisville KY 40203
 
If you or your organization are interested in sponsoring, please contact Alli at 502.574.5092 or allison.woosley@louisvilleky.gov 

Upcoming Adaptive and Inclusive Events at Berrytown Community Center
Check out the calendar of special events coming to Berrytown Community Center! These events are all free, but registration is required at bestparksever.com.

[bookmark: _Hlk173229548]APH & The Dot Experience Gallery Updates
While construction roars on for The Dot Experience, planning and designing for the exhibits are underway. One major exhibit The Dot Experience will prominently feature is the American Foundation for the Blind (AFB) Helen Keller Archive, which is now maintained by APH. The Helen Keller Archive is the world’s largest repository of materials about and by Helen Keller. Materials include correspondence, speeches, press clippings, scrapbooks, photographs, photograph albums, architectural drawings, audio recordings, audio-visual materials, and artifacts.

Recently, rare time capsule recordings featuring Helen Keller were shared with the world. The unearthed recordings were found on silver discs from the 1930’s and determined to have been placed in a time capsule at the former AFB headquarters in New York City. The moving speech that Keller gave was broadcast over the NBC Radio network, and allowed her lifelong teacher and friend, Anne Sullivan Macy, to hear the ceremony from her hospital bed.
Watch “Achieving A Dream: Helen Keller’s Legacy and The Dot Experience” on APH’s YouTube channel.

Pic 1: Global Ambassador
Alt-Text: Items from American Foundation for the Blind Helen Keller Archive are throughout the exhibit gallery. To the left, Helen Keller’s desk is on display and an opaque Helen Keller is sitting at the desk. From the center to right, there is a boomerang, and a large shield, and on the far right, there is a large portrait of Keller on the wall.

Pic 2: Champion & Warrior
Alt Text: Helen Keller’s desk is on display. There is an opaque Helen Keller sitting at the desk. The opaque Helen Keller has her arms outstretched, and there are multiple miniature busts, papers, and a braille writer on her desk.

District 9 Small Business Spotlight!
Calling All Small Businesses in District 9! 
Are you a proud small business owner in District 9? We want to feature YOU in our upcoming biweekly newsletter! Showcase your business to our engaged community at absolutely no cost.

To apply, simply send us:
- Your logo
- Business name
- Business email
- Business phone number
- Website URL
- A small blurb about your business, upcoming events, & discounts you may have for newsletter readers
- (Optional) 3-5 photos of your amazing space, products, or something related to your business

Don’t miss this opportunity to shine a spotlight on your business. Hurry, spots are limited! Send your details to and regina.garr@louisvilleky.gov and jasmine.presley@louisvilleky.gov today. Let’s celebrate and support our local businesses together!

Alcoholic Beverage LicenseAd Date: 02/19/2025 | 30-Day Date: 03/21/2025
Protest must be submitted by: CITY OF ST.MATTHEWS

PUBLIC NOTICE
Bone In BBQ LLC, 102 Bauer Ave. Ste. 2 Louisville Ky 40207, Hereby declares intention(s) to apply for a Quota retail package and NQ malt Beverage package license(s) no later than February 14, 2025. The business to be licensed will be located at 102 Bauer Ave. Ste. 2, Louisville, Kentucky 40207 doing business as Momma's Mustard, Pickles & BBQ. The owner(s) are as follows: Chad Cooley of 3500 Constantine Dr. Prospect, Ky. 40059. Any person, association, corporation, or body politic, may protest the granting of the license(s) by writing the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control, 500 Mero St 2NE33, Frankfort, Kentucky, 40601 , within thirty (30) days of the date of legal publication. February 19 2025 LSBN0242235
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Ad Date: 02/23/2025 | 30-Day Date: 03/25/2025
Protest must be submitted by: LMPD Division 5TH DIVISION

PUBLIC NOTICE
Apocalypse, LLP, 1612 Mellwood Ave., Hereby declares intention(s) to apply for a Microbrewery license; NQ Retail Beverage Package License; NQ4 Retail Malt Beverage Drink License license(s) no later than February 20, 2025. The business to be licensed will be located at 1612 Mellwood Ave. Louisville, KY, Kentucky 40206 doing business as Apocalypse Brew Works. The Limited Partners are as follows: Leah Dienes, Partner 1665 Story Ave. Louisville, KY 40206 Hiram Ledington, Partner 4304 Chenoweth Run Rd Louisville, KY 40299 . Any person, association, corporation, or body politic, may protest the granting of the license(s) by writing the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control, 500 Mero St 2NE33, Frankfort, Kentucky, 40601 , within thirty (30) days of the date of legal publication. February 23 2025 LSBN0245321
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Ad Date: 02/23/2025 | 30-Day Date: 03/25/2025
Protest must be submitted by: LMPD Division City of St. Matthews

PUBLIC NOTICE
Cedar Bluff Partners, LLC with a mailing address of 211 Clover Lane, Suite 200, Louisville, Kentucky, 40207, hereby declares its intention to apply for a Catering license on or before March 15, 2025. It will be doing business as 211 Clover Lane. The business to be licensed will be located at 211 Clover Lane, Suite C, Louisville, Kentucky, 40207. Cedar Bluff Partners, LLC is a Kentucky limited-liability company, the sole members and managers of which are Lee Radford Middendorf, 211 Clover Lane, Suite 200, Louisville, Kentucky, 40207 and Chadwick Garland Middendorf, 211 Clover Lane, Suite 200, Louisville, Kentucky, 40207. Any person, association, corporation, or body politic may protest the approval of the license by writing the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control, 500 Mero Street 2NE33, Frankfort, Kentucky, 40601, within (30) days of the date of legal publication.

Public Hearings, Meetings, & Applications
You are invited to attend a review for a CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT to allow a Non-Owner Occupied Short Term Rental in R5 Zoning. 
Subject Property: 505 CANNONS LN 
Case Number: 25-CUP-0045 
Case Manager: JUDE MATTINGLY (jude.mattingly@louisvilleky.gov) 
Meeting Type: BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
Meeting Date: MONDAY, APRIL 7, 2025 
Time: Meeting will begin at 1:00 PM and continue until all cases are heard Location: 514 W Liberty Street, 40202 (OLD JAIL BUILDING)

You may also participate online, and view case material by visiting: https://louisvilleky.gov/government/office-planning/upcoming-public-meetings 

District 9 Events
First Saturday of Every Month Computer Tune-up & Repair Group: A FREE computer tune-up and repair service is offered the first Saturday of each month from 1 - 4:30 PM. at the St. Matthews Library - small conference room.
We meet on the first Saturday of each month except Derby Day in May. Participants must bring any additional devices that that are needed such as a keyboard, monitor, and mouse for desktops. If participants are bringing a laptop, please bring your battery charger. If you would like to attend contact Rae Taylor at taylor_rae@hotmail.com. We will be limiting the attendance to 3 people.

Wednesday’s from 10:30 to 2:30 – AARP Tax Services
Free tax preparation services at St. Mark's Episcopal Church on Frankfort Avenue again through April 9th. We follow the Jefferson County School calendar - if schools are cancelled (for example, inclement weather), we do not have access to the building and we must cancel that day.

We strongly recommend that the taxpayers make an appointment. Contact 502.309.9617 for more information. 

Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Program (VITA) Tax Preparation 
· United Crescent Hill Ministries - 150 State Street Louisville, KY 40206
It’s best to schedule by appointment via this link - Online Appointment system
Please note that we do offer free tax preparation software on our website, labcservices.org. Please check our website and our Facebook pages for the most up to date information about the availability of our services. 
Households with incomes below $67,000 are eligible for participation in this program. We are required to see social security cards for everyone included on a tax return. Please note that the IRS does not allow our program to prepare returns that include farm income, income from rental properties or businesses or self-employment income that includes depreciation or that includes expenses for other employees of the business.

Crochet For a Cause - Join us on Wednesdays at 10 am at United Crescent Hill Ministries, we're kicking off a new, free weekly gathering, where we'll crochet baby blankets together! Whether you're hooked on crochet or just hanging by a thread, you're welcome to join anytime. We'll teach, help, and create together - one stitch at a time. Yarn is provided, just bring your hooks!

Come be part of something meaningful every Wednesday as we craft with love! Located at United Crescent Hill Ministries 150 State St. Louisville, KY 40206 and give us a call at 502-893-0346 to be added to the list! JOIN ANYTIME

March Contest – Calling all dog lovers (UCHM)!
We’re excited to introduce our first-ever March Mascot Contest! Want your pup to represent United Crescent Hill Ministries for the entire year 2025? It’s easy! Simply upload a photo of your dog along with a $10 donation when you click the link on our Facebook page to enter. Our contest begins February 14, 2025, the cutoff date is March 16, 2025, and the winner will be selected by the students in our youth program and announced on March 17, 2025. Show us your pup’s best pose, and let’s make them the face of our organization this year! Donations will go to our pantry for pet food.

April Campaign at UCHM – Raise a Glass, Raise Awareness! 🍷 We’re teaming up with local businesses for an exciting new fundraiser. On April 24, 2025, each participating business will feature a special item where part of the proceeds benefits United Crescent Hill Ministries. Plus, you can learn more about our work and make a direct donation to support our youth programs, senior services, summer camp for K-8 students, emergency assistance, and more. Your support makes a huge difference in our community, so join us and raise awareness for a great cause! Save the date and keep checking our Facebook page for more details!

60+ Program at UCHM: 
The 60+ program has room for you.  Please stop by Tuesdays, or Thursdays between 10am and 1pm to take part in a variety of activities and meet fun loving, interesting people, some you may already know from the neighborhood.  There is also a smaller group on Wednesdays that does strength and resistance training exercises or joins our baby blanket crochet group.  Both start at 10am every Wednesday.  To get a monthly calendar emailed to you please call Monique Shaughnessy and leave a message at 502-893-0346. Ext 103
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