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A Message from Councilman Andrew Owen

We are nearing the end of the 2024 calendar and are right in the thick of the Holiday Season.  With that in mind, I want to take this opportunity to give thanks for our 9th District neighbors and recognize what a wonderful community we live in.  It is easy to lament the state of the world, where wars are raging on multiple continents and too many global resources are concentrated in too few hands at the top of the social and economic pyramid.   It is entirely justifiable to complain about the destructive effects of social media and the vitriol and extremism that currently dominates our politics.  But when you focus your lens on our little slice of the world, the 9th District in Louisville, Kentucky, we certainly have a lot to be thankful for.  
Many of our neighbors in Clifton are still struggling mightily amidst the physical and emotional damage that was caused by the explosion at the Givaudan facility on November 12th.  Instead of focusing on the negative, I want to express gratitude for the many positives that emerged as a result of the tragedy and highlight how engaged and supportive our neighbors have been toward one another during this trying time.  The day of the explosion, the Clifton Community Council mobilized to help our office disseminate what little information was available and to try to provide answers to questions, when, frankly, there weren’t many.  The Council then organized an impromptu community meeting at United Crescent Hill Ministries that provided a platform for neighbors to interact with and ask questions of Givaudan leadership. With very little notice, about 250 people showed up at that meeting on a Monday night.  While that meeting was emotionally charged, I am proud of the fact that we were able to vent and express concerns, fears and anger, while maintaining decency and primarily showing mutual respect.  I believe, we were able to convince Givaudan to begin holding the one-on-one meetings between company representatives and neighbors, as a result of that meeting.  That shift in approach has been key to facilitating the cleanup and beginning the complex claims and healing process.    
The overall response of the company has been far from perfect, and there is significant work still to be done to accomplish Givaudan’s stated promise of “making their neighbors whole,” but we are on a path toward that goal because the community organized and respectfully demanded to be heard.  There are too many stories of neighbors helping neighbors to share, but there is one incident in particular that perfectly embodies the resilient spirit of the Clifton Community.  A week or so after the explosion, word went out that one of our displaced neighbors, a musician, was struggling, in part because he no longer had access to his keyboard; either destroyed by the falling debris or buried under drywall and inaccessible.  Within just a few hours, a nearby neighbor had invited the displaced musician to his home for an extended session on his piano.  At the end of that session, which was described to me as a high level performance, reminiscent of a concert pianist, the host offered the displaced musician a key to his home, so he could continue to play during the day, while the host was at work.  If that isn’t the definition of grace and community, I’m not sure what is.  Grateful for all of you.   Happy Holidays!
