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D9 Spring Community Cleanup – April 17

Please plan to join me on Saturday, April 17, for the D9 Spring Community Cleanup. Volunteers should plan to meet for supplies at 9:00 a.m. at the corner of Brownsboro Road and Lindsay Avenue, to pick up bags, gloves and a limited number of trash grabbers. They are asked to follow social distance protocols and wear masks during the cleanup if not working with their immediate family members. For more information, please contact the D9 office at 574-1109 or email kyle.ethridge@louisvilleky.gov. 

If you are interested in organizing your own cleanup at any time, please fill out the online form to make arrangements with Brightside here.  Volunteers can also contact my office about borrowing City-owned supplies.  
Join Mayor’s Month of Service

I was happy to join Mayor Fischer earlier this month at D9 non-profit SOS to kick off the annual Mayor's Give A Day Month of Service.  (Learn more about SOS and its great work here.)

You read that right—the entire MONTH of April will be devoted to community service, and you’re invited you to participate!
Nonprofit agencies from across the region have posted volunteer projects, and they need YOU to get the job done! It is easy to get involved; simply follow these two steps:

1. Click "Select a Project" below or visit mygiveaday.com to find a project that fits your interests and availability. Community groups, families, and individuals are encouraged to participate!

2. Log your acts of compassion below or at mygiveaday.com. Whether you give an hour or a day, serve at an in-person or virtual project, or call and check on your neighbor, no act of service is too small to be counted!

Ready to sign up, click here.

Already volunteering, log hours here.

Questions, click here to learn more.
COVID-19 Vaccinations Open for 16 and Older
Here’s some great news!  Vaccine supply has caught up with demand in Louisville. Vaccinations are now available for all Kentuckians ages 16 and older and the waits are very short. 
As Louisville’s Chief Health Strategist, Dr. Sarah Moyer, wrote this week, “Getting vaccinated is one more tool each of us can use to protect ourselves and our loved ones. Once you’ve been vaccinated, you have the upper hand against the virus, because it means that even if you are exposed, you’ll be OK.  Getting most people in our community vaccinated will allow us to get back to travelling, attending birthday parties, baby showers, full attendance at sporting events, visiting and hugging grandparents…reclaiming all those moments we missed last year.” 
Below are links to websites for information and appointments. New this week is the Cardinal Stadium site, which has many open appointments. Click here to view a video on the new site and learn how to schedule a vaccination. 
Baptist Health
CVS Pharmacy 
Kroger
Meijer
Norton Healthcare (call 502-861-4499 for assistance)
U of L Health (includes Cardinal Stadium and Brook Street)
Walgreens
Walmart
For residents who don’t have access to technology or have difficulty using an online process, the staff at Louisville Metro’s COVID-19 Helpline, (502) 912-8598, can assist with scheduling an appointment. 

Need a ride to get a COVID-19 Vaccine? Please call (888) 848-0989 to schedule a free ride to your appointment.  Rides must be scheduled at least 72 hours in advance of your appointment. 
To stay informed on vaccine efforts in Louisville, please sign up now for weekly Covid-19 updates.

To see Louisville’s COVID-19 data dashboard, including total number of cases, deaths, testing locations and more, click here. 

The latest news about COVID-19 in Kentucky is here.
Thunder Over Louisville 

This Saturday is the traditional time for Thunder Over Louisville, the air show and fireworks display typically held at Waterfront Park.  Because it’s not safe to gather in large crowds during the pandemic, this year’s event is designed to be watched on television.  It will be carried on WHAS11.  

The original plan was for five fireworks locations to be “undisclosed.”  This week, the Courier Journal reported that the locations include Bowman Field in D9. The story is here.  

Kentucky Derby Festival responded with this statement: “Public health and safety remain our top priority and we want to emphasize that this year’s show is a made-for-tv event and not for spectators. Large crowds could put the show at risk. We strongly encourage fans not to make plans to gather to see the event.”  

Parking around Bowman Field, including on Pee Wee Reese Road, will be restricted beginning Friday night.  
LMPD COVID-19 Protocols 
The pandemic has affected everyone in Louisville, including first responders.  Just this week, the Department of Health and Wellness reported that eight members of LMPD, Louisville Fire, Metro EMS, Metro Corrections and the Sheriff’s Office are off-duty due to COVID-19.  Since the pandemic began, that group has received 559 positive test results. 
LMPD continues to limit in-person response to many non-critical calls for service in an attempt to reduce the number of situations which could increase the risk of exposure to COVID-19,  both for its personnel and the public. Persons involved in non-injury traffic collisions, including hit-and-run collisions, are now provided information from call takers on how to obtain and complete the Kentucky Civilian Traffic Accident Reporting form online. Additionally, since the pandemic began, LMPD has not responded to some low-level calls for service involving non-violent behavior, where no one is in imminent danger.  

Reported crimes continue to be investigated in the same manner as before. The changes are designed to provide the community with a high level of service while protecting the safety of LMPD officers and the public. As more and more people are vaccinated and the threat of infection is reduced, the limitations on in-person responses will be reevaluated.  
Here’s how to contact LMPD if you need assistance. In an emergency, always call 911. If you don't feel it is an emergency, but you would like to report it to the police, you can always call the non-emergency line, 574-7111. You will hear a recorded message, you can press 5 and it will go straight to a call taker. If it’s a non-emergency issue and you would like to speak with someone, please call the 5th Division at 574-7636.
LG&E Past Due Account Assistance 
The Association of Community Ministries (ACM) and its thirteen neighborhood based member organizations, in collaboration with Metro Government’s Office of Resilience and Community Services, is working to get millions of dollars in Metro COVID-19 Utility Relief Funds to our neighbors struggling with outstanding LG&E account balances. St. Matthews Area Ministries (https://stmam.com/) and United Crescent Hill Ministries (https://www.uchmlouky.org/), which serve D9, are part of that effort.   
ACM has streamlined the intake process with a new centralized portal that allows Jefferson County applicants to pre-screen and apply for assistance by answering a few questions on a mobile device, computer, or tablet. A Community Ministries' representative will contact the applicant within a week to complete the process.

Very importantly, ACM has worked with partners at Metro Government to 1) Extend the time period of applicable past due balances covered to March 16, 2020 - March 3, 2021, and 2) Increase the maximum benefit from $500 to $1,000. 

As a result, LG&E customers who have already received assistance through this program may be eligible to receive additional help up to the $1,000 threshold and are encouraged to reapply.

Access the LG&E assistance application online here: http://www.louisvilleministries.org/.
Speak Up On LG&E Rate Increases
The Kentucky Public Service Commission will conduct several public meetings to provide information on and receive public comments regarding the request for large (11.81% for electricity and 9.37% for gas) Louisville Gas & Electric rate increases. 
The meetings are being conducted virtually due to the continuing COVID-19 state of emergency. Each session will begin with a brief overview from PSC staff on the key elements in the case followed by public comments. 

· Thursday, April 15, 2021 - 5:00 p.m.

· Tuesday, April 20, 2021 - 5:00 p.m. 

Anyone wishing to speak, please email psc.meeting@ky.gov to be placed on the list of speakers. Include your name, address, phone and email address. Additional details on how to attend by either viewing or speaking during the virtual public meeting will be posted on the PSC web site. For more information, please visit: https://psc.ky.gov/home/pm.

Members of the public can also make comments to the PSC for inclusion into the official record and those should be sent as soon as possible.  Include the case number (2020-00350) within the subject line of your email to the Public Information Officer at psc.info@ky.gov, and provide your full name and place of residence in the body of the e-mail.  I am writing to say that rate increases of this size should not be granted, especially as we attempt to recover from a pandemic, and that the attempt to shift more payments to fixed charges harms lower income people and discourages energy conservation.

Multisensory Public Artwork for Clifton
A multisensory public art project is coming to the Clifton neighborhood. Local artist and D9 resident, Liz Richter, developed the idea. Richter is a former teacher at the Kentucky School for the Blind.
The project incorporates three energizing ideas: public art should welcome blind audiences, community-based public art means more, and collaboration can be a method and message. This project hopes to meet audiences that have been excluded for too long. Help re-imagine the way public art feels, sounds, smells and looks! 
To read more about this project and how to get involved, please visit www.multisensoryart.org.

Land Development Code Reform
The process of reforming Louisville’s Land Development Code, which was called for in a Metro Council resolution I co-sponsored, is continuing.  After many public sessions, a public hearing has been scheduled for April 20 on the first set of proposed reforms.  Access it through the notice below.
Items discussed as part of that first step include:
· Requiring notices be mailed to residents, as well as property owners, so residents are better informed about potential development that could impact them.

· Revising current zoning requirements to reduce obstacles to creating market gardens, community gardens and similar uses. 

· Allowing applications to build accessory dwelling units (ADUs), including an accessory apartment, to be reviewed by Planning and Design Services staff rather than requiring them to go through the lengthier conditional use permit process. (AARP is particularly supportive of this effort. More about ADUs is here). 
· Permitting duplexes outright on properties that are zoned multi-family to increase housing options and affordability; and

· Other measures that aim to reduce barriers to housing affordability and to increase housing choices.

You are invited to attend the public hearing concerning proposed AMENDMENTS TO THE LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE concerning LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE REFORM PHASE 1 AMENDMENTS. 
Case No. 21-LDC-0002-0006

Case Manager: Chris French (Christopher.French@louisvilleky.gov) 

Meeting Type: Planning Commission

Meeting Date: Tuesday, April 20, 2021

Time: Meeting will begin at 6:00 p.m. and continue until all cases are heard

Location: Online meeting - https://louisvilleky.gov/government/planning-design/upcoming-public-meetings.

If you wish to submit comments on this case, please submit (in writing) to the case manager by 5:00 p.m. on Monday, April 19, 2021.

PVA Property Assessments Mailed April 23

The Jefferson County PVA is responsible for applying a fair and equitable assessment to residential and commercial properties as of January 1 each year. The PVA has a statutory responsibility to assess your property and you, as the property owner, have a right to appeal. Reassessment notices will be mailed on April 23 and information about specific parcels will be posted at noon that day on the PVA website: www.JeffersonPVA.ky.gov. 
The PVA has hosted several online community meetings about the 2021 Jefferson County PVA Assessments, and will host one additional meeting via Zoom on Tuesday, April 20 at 6:30 p.m. More information on the virtual meeting and how to join is available on Facebook, click here.  At a meeting for residential property owners in Area 3, which includes most of D9, the PVA reported that the median home value has increased by 10.14% since 2015, indicating that assessments are likely to increase by a number in that range, although individual amounts will vary.  
If you need additional information, go to www.JeffersonPVA.ky.gov or call the office at 502-574-6380.
Louisville Grows Seeds and Starts Sale
Louisville Grows' annual Seeds & Starts Sale has begun! This is a chance to buy locally grown, low-cost plants. The community can feel good about shopping at this fundraiser, knowing that purchases will go to support a sustainable food system through the Louisville Grows Community Garden Grant program.
This year, the sale will function a little differently for the safety of patrons. Louisville Grows will offer one in-person sale day. All other purchases will be online with curbside pickup dates. See below for a schedule.

· April 17: In-person sale date at greenhouse. Must register for a time in advance, tinyurl.com/inperson2021.

· April 20: Online sales for all other plants, trees, bushes and materials begin.

· April 22: Curbside pickup for online orders begins.
To look through the plant list and place online orders, visit www.seedsandstarts.org. 

TreesLouisville Residential Tree Rebate Program
Thanks to a generous grant from the Louisville Metro Department of Parks & Recreation, TreesLouisville is excited to announce the opening of another round of its Residential Shade Tree Rebate Program!

Nearly 70% of available planting space in Jefferson County is privately owned. Planting a tree at home is one of the best and easiest ways you can help expand our community tree canopy and grow a greener, healthier neighborhood.


To participate, purchase and plant an eligible shade tree on your residential property and apply to receive $30 back on up to three trees. This program is open to residents of Jefferson County, KY on a first-come, first-serve basis until all funds have been claimed. For full eligibility requirements or to apply, visit treeslouisville.org/rebate or find a brochure at your local garden center.
Garden Project at Field Elementary School

April 22 is Earth Day, a time to consider how we can better protect and care for the planet that nurtures all life on it. 
Because that work needs to begin at a young age, I was happy to read that Field Elementary had received a “Do Something Green” microgrant from the Louisville Sustainability Council for a great new program at the school in Crescent Hill.
Field’s microgrant award was for $500 for its Garden Project. The Project includes the rehabilitation (or replacement) of raised beds, the purchase of rain barrel(s) and compost bin, soil, fertilizer, and seeds.   

Field plans to plant and harvest twice per year, with a "fall harvest" and a "spring harvest".  Grades K-5 will rotate responsibility for selecting what can grow, planting the seeds, caring for the beds by using recycled rainwater collected in the rain barrels and fertilizing the soil with compost from the kids’ apple cores, banana peels, and lunch scraps emptied into the compost bin. 
Meanwhile, conversations about how plants can absorb carbon dioxide and heat will be incorporated into the experiences, along with talking about how supporting local and locally grown foods is beneficial in a multitude of ways, such as reducing carbon emissions from trucks carrying lettuce from California to Kentucky. A final component will be to prepare a snack/dish with the harvest, incorporating healthy food choices into the mix.  
Congratulations to Field and thanks to the Louisville Sustainability Council.  You can read more about it here.

5 Things You Need to Know About Yard Waste

Regular yard waste collection resumed last week.  Here are a few things to know about yard waste in Louisville‘s Urban Services District. 

Yard waste is taken to a private industrial composting facility where it is processed, packaged, and sold back to our community. Watch this short video! 
1. Never use plastic bags for yard waste. Using plastic bags to collect your yard waste means contamination at the facility. And it is against local ordinance! Use reusable containers, paper bags, or compostable bags instead. 
 
2. Never mix trash items with your yard waste. Collected yard waste is used to make compost and mulch products. Some trash could damage the chippers and put equipment operators in harm’s way. Plastic trash items would be chipped along with the yard waste and end up in the product. If pieces of glass get mixed in with the product, it poses a danger to the person that purchased it.

 

3. “Compostable plastic” products may not actually be compostable. The length of time can vary greatly among those products and some of them don’t break down in the time it takes to make compost.

 

4. It can take 6 months to 1 year to make good compost from yard waste. Having the correct mixture of carbon, nitrogen, water, and oxygen are important.

 

5. Compost is very good for your soil! It helps absorb and retain moisture and nutrients.

 

Learn more about yard waste collection guidelines at Louisvilleky.gov/YardWaste.
Help Report Potholes

Please help us improve Louisville Metro streets and alleys by getting rid of the potholes formed this winter. Here's how you can report a pothole:

· On Twitter use the hashtag #502pothole. Just include the address or intersection where the pothole is located along with the hashtag in a tweet.

· Report a pothole online, click here, select “pothole” and continue with the required information
· Contact Metro311 in one of these ways:
· Call them at 311 or 574-5000

· Download the “Louisville Metro 311” app on your smartphone and use it to report a pothole.
· Email them at metro.311@louisvilleky.gov
UCHM Rummage Sale – April 24

United Crescent Hill Ministries (UCHM) will host a rummage sale on Saturday, April 24, from 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. at 150 S. State Street. 

Donations of gently used household items are now being accepted and can be dropped off at UCHM between 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. Please call UCHM at (502) 893-0346 or email Emily Purdy at epurdy@uchmlouky.org to set up a drop off time. No clothing donations, please. All proceeds will go to UCHM Senior Activities. 
Pop-Up Drop-Off Event – April 24

Pop-Up Drop-Offs are free recycling and large item disposal events for residents of Jefferson County. Through a partnership between the Department of Public Works, the Waste Management District, and Metro Council, these events are held monthly, March through November, at various locations. 

The April event is scheduled for Saturday, April 24, from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. at Metro Fleet Services, 3515 Newburg Road.
Residents can have documents shredded, recycle electronics, tires, and scrap metal, dispose of prescription medication and bulky items, and compost yard debris. Items must be separated into those various categories for easy off-loading at each area. Limitations and guidelines are found at Louisvilleky.gov/PopUps. 
The goal is to give all Jefferson County residents opportunities to dispose of unwanted items properly and to keep as much material out of the landfill as possible. 

Future events will be announced and are posted on the Recycle Coach app calendar.

You can also recycle up to three electronic devices, up to four tires, and dispose of up to three large household items for free year-round at the Waste Reduction Center at 636 Meriwether Avenue. 

Watch this video to learn more about the Pop-Up Drop-Off events! 
Junk Pick-up in District 9 – Week of June 14
We’ve been asked about the date for the next large item collection. If you live in the 9th District Louisville Metro Urban Services District (USD), you may begin setting out your junk on Friday, June 11, in the afternoon. All junk must be set out by Monday, June 14 at 6:00 a.m. Some items (hazardous materials, construction debris, etc.) are not collected and these guidelines are being strictly followed. For collection guidelines, please click here. 

To sign up for large item set out reminders by email and text, or to find out if you are in the collection area,  click here and enter your address. After selecting your address from the list of suggested addresses, you can view collection dates by month, or sign up for reminders.

Take the Metro Website Survey
In an effort to improve the Metro website (www.louisvilleky.gov), please take this short survey (https://louisvilleky.wufoo.com/forms/2021-louisvillekygov-user-survey/) to let Metro know your thoughts and how improvements can be made. The survey will be open until Friday, April 23.
ABC Notifications

Below, please find an Alcoholic Beverage License memo and Courier Journal Legal announcement for a Quota Retail Liquor by the Package, NQ Retail Malt Beverage by the Package, and Sampling license(s) being applied for, located at 2332 Brownsboro Road (Brownsboro Wine & Spirit).  The ad ran in The Courier Journal Friday, April 2, 2021.
· Courier Journal ABC Ad
· new location or ownership change
Any person, association, corporation, or body politic may protest the granting of the license by writing the Dept. of Alcoholic Beverage Control, 1003 Twilight Trail, Frankfort, KY 40601-8400, within 30 days of the date of this legal publication. 
Notice of Planning & Design Public Meetings

For basic details for all of below case/s, please visit https://aca-louisville.accela.com/LJCMG/Welcome.aspx?.  Click on the “Planning” tab.  Then enter either the case number in the “record number” box or the address.

You can also click on the notice below to go to the application page.

For specific case information, please call or email the listed case manager.  If you have any questions, please contact Planning & Design directly at 574-6230.  

Case No. 21-VARIANCE-0029

You are invited to attend a review of a variance to allow an accessory structure to encroach into the required side yard setback.

Subject Property: 4003 Leland Road

Case Manager: Rachel Mandell (Rachel.Mandell@louisvilleky.gov)

Meeting Type: Board of Zoning Adjustment

Meeting Date: Monday, April 19, 2021

Time: Meeting will begin at 1:00 p.m. and continue until all cases are heard

Location: Online meeting - https://louisvilleky.gov/government/planning-design/upcoming-public-meetings
If you wish to submit comments on this case, please submit (in writing) to the case manager by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, April 16, 2021.

Case No. 21-CUP-0024

You are invited to attend a review of a conditional use permit to allow an accessory apartment in an R-5 zoning district. 

Subject Property: 332 Bayly Avenue

Case Manager: Jon E. Crumbie (Jon.Crumbie@louisvilleky.gov)

Meeting Type: Board of Zoning Adjustment

Meeting Date: Monday, May 3, 2021

Time: Meeting will begin at 1:00 p.m. and continue until all cases are heard

Location: Online meeting - https://louisvilleky.gov/government/planning-design/upcoming-public-meetings
If you wish to submit comments on this case, please submit (in writing) to the case manager by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, April 30, 2021.
Ninth District Events!
Thursday, April 15: Just Creations will host a virtual event on "Who Made Your Clothes" at 6:30 p.m. Explore the impact of buying what you wear. Click here to register.
Thursday, April 15:  Louisville Free Public Library (LFPL) will host a virtual Silent Reading Hour from 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. Grab a book and get cozy, all from the comfort of your own home. Whether you’ve been struggling to find time to read or you’re a voracious reader, all are welcome to join LFPL to tune out the distractions of the world for an hour of uninterrupted reading. Participants are encouraged to use their webcam, but no talking allowed! Click here to register.

Saturday, April 17: District 9 Brightside Spring cleanup. Volunteers should meet at 9:00 a.m. at the corner of Brownsboro Road and Lindsay Avenue. Gloves, bags and tools will be available first-come, first served. Questions, please contact the office at 574-1109.

Saturday, April 17: Mellwood on Market 2021 from 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. at the Mellwood Antique Mall (outside). Rain date is April 24. Shop jewelry, arts, crafts and handmade items. Social distancing practices will be enforced. For more information click here.

Sunday, April 18: Whitehall House & Gardens will host the 26th Annual Spring Wedding Show from 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. inside the Historic Mansion at 3110 Lexington Road. One complimentary admission for the bride or the groom couple. Guest tickets are $10 at the door. Proceeds from the Wedding Show will benefit the preservation of Whitehall House & Gardens, owned and operated by the not-for-profit Historic Homes Foundation. All visitors will receive a complimentary voucher for a historical tour of the Mansion for a later date. Enjoy food samples, music, floral arrangements, music, door prizes and much more. Couples can pre-register at www.UltimateBridalServices.com. To see a list of participating vendors, go to www.historicwhitehall.org. 

Monday, April 19: St. Joseph Children's Home will host a Child Abuse Prevention drive-through event from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. at 2823 Frankfort Avenue. Drive through St. Joe's Campus and get resources on how you can prevent child abuse in the community. 

Tuesday, April 20: Louisville Free Public Library (LFPL) will host notable Kentucky architecture with Steve Wiser at 2:00 p.m. Registration is required through Erik.Ainsworth@lfpl.org.

Tuesday, April 20: Louisville Free Public Library (LFPL) will host a mystery book discussion at 3:00 p.m. Plan to discuss Girl Waits with Gun by Amy Stewart. Space is limited. Please email Carissa.Miller@lfpl.org to reserve your spot.

Tuesday, April 20: PVA Property Assessment Informational virtual meeting at 6:30 p.m. For more information and link to join the meeting, please click here. If you need additional information, please visit www.JeffersonPVA.ky.gov or call (502) 574-6380.

Tuesday, April 20: Wellspring will host a virtual Derby Preview event at 7:00 p.m. via Facebook. Join in for a fun evening with traditional Derby preview favorites including Bill Doolittle's favorite Derby runners and tips on making your own fascinator or hat. Facebook page @WellspringKY. Call (502) 753-1453 with questions. 

Tuesday, April 27: Louisville Free Public Library (LFPL) will host a virtual movie discussion on Memento at 2:00 p.m. via Zoom. Registration is required through Erik.Ainsworth@lfpl.org.

Tuesday, April 27: Carmichael's Bookstore will host a virtual community book club on No One Is Talking About This by Patricia Lockwood at 7:00 p.m. For more information, please click here.
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