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The Land Development 
Code is a set of rules that 

regulates development and 
what can be done with 

private property

WE WANT TO HEAR
FROM YOU

LOUISVILLE METRO 
LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE REFORM

Why Does it Need to be 
Changed?

The Land Development Code 
continues to incorporate 

discriminatory policies first 
introduced in 1931. These 

regulations need to be 
identified and corrected.

Follow us
@DevelopLouisville

@LouisvilleForward www.louisvilleky.gov/ldcreform 

What is the
Land Development Code?

UPCOMING LISTENING SESSIONS:

Saturday, October 24th @ 10:00am
Monday, October 26th @ 10:00am
Tuesday, October 27th @ 6:00pm

Phone: (502) 574-4PDS (8am to 5pm M-F)
E-mail: LDCreform@louisvilleky.gov

mailto:LDCreform@louisvilleky.gov


Louisville Metro's Land Development Code Reform 

With the support of Mayor Greg Fischer, Metro Council and the Planning Commission, the Office of 
Planning & Design Services is carrying out a complete review of the Land Development Code (LDC) to 
identify and address land use regulations and policies that have inequitable impacts on Louisville Metro 
residents. 

The groundwork for this review began with the adoption of our 20-year comprehensive plan, Plan 
2040, the release of the Housing Needs Assessment and the completion of the Advancing Equity 
Report. These three documents focus on ensuring equity in housing, removing barriers for 
affordable housing, and investing in communities impacted by redlining, a practice where minorities 
were denied loans and insurance. In addition, the effort is informed by a diagnostic report completed in 
July 2020 by Berkley-based architecture and urban design firm Opticos Design, which provides housing 
and related land use recommendations. 

The reform process will consist of four procedural phases: 
1. Identifying the issues and barriers that need to be 

addressed
2. Developing recommendations
3. Drafting recommendations
4. Adopting recommendations

Planning & Design Services will seek assistance from residents, neighborhood and community groups, 
nonprofit organizations, other Louisville Metro Government divisions, outside agencies and 
other stakeholders to draft any recommended policies and amendments to the Land Development 
Code. 

Staff has developed a public engagement plan and strategies to ensure that this effort includes the 
voices of the entire community, especially those community members who have been 
adversely impacted by development practices and land use policies. Staff is solicit ideas and 
participation by reaching out to interested groups and through social media, fliers and 
newsletters, webinars and videos, and a hotline. 

In addition, Planning & Design Services will host a seres of three community meetings in late 
October, and following the conclusion of the meetings, recommendations will be forwarded to 
the Planning Commission and Metro Council for review and consideration. Due to the complexity 
of some issues, recommended LDC amendments will be staggered, with some 
recommendations to be considered within a few months and others taking up to two years. 

The Planning Commission will serve as the oversight committee for the process. After staff has 
concluded the public engagement process and drafts the recommendations, the 
Commission will make formal recommendations to Metro Council and other legislative bodies 
that having zoning authority in Jefferson County. Members of the public can attend any Commission 
meeting and speak during the public hearing(s). 

More information is available at: www.louisvilleky.gov/ldcreform. 
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