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Council Vote – What’s Next? 

Last week, Metro Council voted against a compromise proposal for an increase in the insurance premium tax AND reduced Metro services, to deal with the large and growing pension bill we receive from Frankfort.  The Council voted against any increase in taxes.  I was a sponsor of the original tax increase ordinance, and a sponsor of the compromise, and of course I voted for it.  Because that position did not prevail, we will be making $35 Million in cuts to Metro services in the budget starting July 1 and are on a path to make an additional $30 Million in cuts over the next four years. 
Mayor Fischer will present his proposed budget on April 25.  The Budget Committee, which I chair, will hold dozens of hearings on it before the Council votes on the budget on June 25.  My goal over the next few months will be to find as much consensus as possible, and to end up with a budget which most of the Council will support and Mayor Fischer will sign.  
The cuts to Metro services to our residents will be deep and difficult, and there can be no sacred cows that are not considered for reductions.  Many of you have already told me that some of the proposals are unacceptable for the community, but the reality is that painful cuts will be required.   
I cannot support continued funding of Metro Council at current levels while everything else in the budget is being cut.  Since taking office in January 2015, we have run a lean operation, returning almost $60,000 (49.6%) of the cost center funds appropriated for our office to the treasury.  The new reality will cause us to make more cuts, including funding for the Frankfort Avenue Trolley Hop starting in July.  We are also canceling the Back to School Swim Party we have always sponsored at the Mary T. Meagher Aquatic Center in September.  Our Responsible Recycling event will go on this May but, for the first time in four years, we won’t be collecting any hazardous waste materials, because of the cost involved in doing so.   All Neighborhood Development Fund applications not previously committed to are on hold by my office. 
Thank you to everyone who has contacted me and participated in this discussion.  I look forward to continuing those conversations over the next few months.  On May 21, we’ll have a D9 Community Conversation on the budget at the Girl Scouts of Kentuckiana, 2115 Lexington Road, in the Troop House.
District 9 eNews Switching to Biweekly Distribution

Thank you for reading the District 9 eNews every Thursday morning. We’ll be taking a break from the eNews next week (Spring Break) and will pick back up on Thursday, April 11. Then the eNews will be changing to every other week distribution, at least for most weeks. Any immediate notifications will be posted on our blog, https://district9news.wordpress.com/. You can sign up to be notified of new blog posts on the left side of that website.
Money for the Bunny Fundraiser – TONIGHT

Help raise funds for the 27th Annual Frankfort Avenue Easter Parade at the Fourth Annual Karaoke “Money for the Bunny” fundraiser tonight, Thursday, March 28 from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. at The Hub, 2235 Frankfort Avenue. The cost is $25 to sing or to nominate someone to sing. Entrance to The Hub is free. Vote for your favorites for $5.00 per vote.

Save the date for the 27th Annual Frankfort Avenue Easter Parade on Saturday, April 20. Enjoy the Shriners, antique cars, homemade family floats, Hwang’s Martial Arts, talking police car, mounted sheriff’s posse, candy and much more! 

Yard Waste Collection Resuming April 1

Yard waste collection season in the Urban Services District of Louisville has been suspended since mid-January. Regular yard waste collection, in the Urban Services District, will resume the week of April 1, 2019. 

The seasonal shutdown is possible because yard waste collection volumes are very low in the winter months. Thanks for your patience during this seasonal suspension. 

As yard waste collection resumes, below is a list of collection guidelines.
There is no limit on the number of bags or cans of yard waste that may be set out for collection. When a holiday occurs, yard waste collection is delayed, like garbage or recycling pickup. Guidelines for collection of yard waste:
 

· Yard waste may be set out in garbage cans, paper bags, or compostable bags as long as each can or bag weighs no more than 60 pounds and can be easily lifted by the average person.

· All yard waste must be set out by 6 AM on collection day - no earlier than 4 PM on the day before collection day.

· All containers must be removed from the street or alley no later than 4 PM the day after collection and stored on the property.

· Yard waste such as grass, leaves, or other yard waste must be free of other garbage or plastic flower pots, etc.
· Woody waste (such as tree limbs and shrub trimmings) should be less than 2 inches in diameter and should be cut into 4-foot lengths and securely tied into bundles light enough to be easily handled by one individual.

Sustainability Story: Volunteer to Plant Trees
Here’s another opportunity to plant trees in west Louisville.  Louisville Grows will be planting in the Chickasaw neighborhood on Saturday, April 6 from 8 am – 4 pm, gathering at the Trinity Family Life Center at 3811 Hale Avenue.  It’s part of the organization’s effort to plant 1,000 trees in 2019. 
No experience is necessary and a light breakfast and lunch will be provided to all volunteers. 

Register at https://tinyurl.com/April2019TP.

We’d like to feature your sustainability story - a resident or business doing good things for the environment.  Riding the bus, bicycling, walking, gardening and more - our eNews will feature practices which can benefit all of us.  Send your story to Bill Hollander or Kyle Ethridge. 
Have a Safe and Fun Spring Break - April 1-5
Jefferson County Public Schools and Catholic Schools will be on Spring Break next week, April 1-5. Metro Parks is offering a sports camp, art camp, community center camps and athletics camps next week. Visit their website for more information https://louisvilleky.gov/government/parks. Also, the Louisville Zoo and Science Center have family friendly activities and camp opportunities. 

No matter how you spend it, please be safe and have fun! 

Congratulations to the Clifton Heights Neighborhood Watch Program 
The Clifton Heights Community Council (C.H.C.C.) was awarded the 2018 Neighborhood Watch Outstanding Achievement Award at Metro Police’s annual event honoring its many Police Service Volunteers. Wilma Smith, C.H.C.C. Board member and Police Service Volunteer representative, accepted this Neighborhood Watch Award on behalf of Clifton Heights. 
Although Clifton Heights has no community-wide program, its many sub-communities have done much to create neighbors-helping-neighbors watches. A few examples: Indianola’s 50+ homes link via e-mail; Next Door.net, names/addresses roster, and neighbors meeting each other on porches, walks, dog-walking, etc. Heather Hills has monthly board and an annual meeting, parking and cleanliness policies, and “walk arounds” in mild weather, so neighbors know each other. These activities help police identify and target problems before they are out of control. Other folks attend “Coffee with a Cop” events, describing concerns in their neighborhoods. This communication helps police to solve these problems. 
Congratulations to Clifton Heights on this award!
Delivering Meals on Wheels

As part of the national “March for Meals” movement, I had the pleasure of delivering meals from United Crescent Hill Ministries (UCHM) last week. I traveled with Jane Arnold (directly to my right in the photo), who has been delivering meals since 1974.
Louisville Metro’s Senior Nutrition Program provides nutritional lunchtime meals to active senior citizens at Congregate Meal Sites and delivers to homebound seniors through the Meals on Wheels Program, throughout the Louisville Metro area. These programs help to improve the lives of older adults by supporting good nutritional health and promoting their independence and well-being.

Home delivered meals (Meals on Wheels) are delivered to the eligible homebound elderly from the various nutrition sites. A social worker from Louisville’s Department of Resiliency and Community Services conducts an in-home visit to make this assessment. A waiting list is maintained to accommodate the ever growing need in this community. Those in the greatest physical, social and economic need are given priority as a vacancy becomes available.  Click here to refer a senior.
The Senior Nutrition Program seeks volunteers all year long to help in a variety of capacities, including packaging and serving meals at one of the congregate sites, and delivering meals to homebound clients.  For more information about volunteering at UCHM, call Joy at (502) 893-0346. To make a financial donation to Meals on Wheels, click here for Louisville Metro’s secure on-line donation form.

Meals on Wheels is available to qualified seniors in Jefferson County, 60 years or older, who are homebound with no one available to help prepare meals.  Seniors who would like to receive Meals on Wheels can call (502) 574-6325 to begin the qualification process.  The senior congregate sites for more active seniors, 60 and older, can be found by calling the same number above or by clicking here. Sites require a one-day advanced reservation.

ABC Notification - Palatuccis

Below please find a Change in Ownership memo and Courier Journal Legal announcement for an NQ2 Restaurant Retail Drink and Sunday Liquor Drink license(s) being applied for, located at 204 South Spring Street (Palatuccis), Louisville, KY. 40206.  The ad ran in The Courier Journal Wednesday, March 20, 2019.

· GovDelivery Courier Journal Ad.pdf
· new location or ownership change.pdf
Notice of Planning & Design Public Meetings
For basic details for all of below case/s please visit http://www.louisvilleky.gov/PlanningDesign/.  Click on “Search Case Information” link on the left navigation bar.  Then select the “home” tab and select the type of case and enter the above case number.  

You can also click on the image below to go to the application page, although the page may be slow to load.

For specific case information please call or email the listed case manager.  If you have any questions please contact Planning & Design directly at 574-6230.  
Case No. 18CUP1168
You are invited to attend a review of a CUP request for a short-term rental.

Subject Property: 129 N. Charlton Street

Case Manager: Beth Jones (beth.jones@louisvilleky.gov) 

Meeting Type: Board of Zoning Adjustment

Date: Monday, April 1, 2019

Time: Hearing will begin at 1:00 p.m. and continue until all cases are heard

Location: Old Jail Auditorium, 514 W. Liberty Street

Case No. 18CUP1188
You are invited to attend a review of a Conditional Use Permit request to allow a short-term rental of a dwelling unit that is not the primary residence of the host.

Subject Property: 1700 Payne Street

Case Manager: Steve Hendrix (steve.hendrix@louisvilleky.gov)  

Meeting Type: Board of Zoning Adjustment

Date: Monday, April 1, 2019

Time: Hearing will begin at 1:00 p.m. and continue until all cases are heard

Location: Old Jail Auditorium, 514 W. Liberty Street
Case No. 19VARIANCE1015
You are invited to attend a review of a variance of a side yard setback for a first story addition to an existing residence. 

Subject Property: 216 Albany Avenue
Case Manager: Zach Schwager (Zachary.schwager@louisvilleky.gov)
Meeting Type: Board of Zoning Adjustment

Date: Monday, April 1, 2019

Time: Hearing will begin at 1:00 p.m. and continue until all cases are heard

Location: Old Jail Auditorium, 514 W. Liberty Street
Free Performance of Macbeth in Cox Park – April 6

Kentucky Shakespeare announces the 2019 Shakespeare in the Parks tour.  Their 6-actor, 90-minute production of Macbeth will make its debut performance on Saturday, April 6, 2019, at 6:30 p.m. in Carrie Gaulbert Cox Park, 3730 River Road. Rain Space is Saint Leonard Parish & School, 440 Zorn Avenue. I partnered with Councilwoman Paula McCraney some time ago to offer this free performance.  
Audience members are invited to bring their own chairs, blankets, and picnics for this free, family-friendly community event.
Here are some other dates and locations in or near D9:

· Saturday, May 11, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. at St. Matthews Community Park, Ten Pin Lane, 40207. Rain space St. Matthews Community Center, 310 Ten Pin Lane.

· Sunday, May 19, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. at Story Avenue Park, 1519 Story Avenue. Rain space TBD.

For more information and future dates, please visit kyshakespeare.com.
D9 Spring Community Cleanup – April 13

If you’ve been complaining about litter, here’s a chance to do something about it.

Please plan to join me on Saturday, April 13, for the D9 Spring Community Cleanup. In partnership with Brightside, we will be cleaning along Frankfort Avenue just one week before the Easter Parade. Volunteers should plan to meet at 8:30 a.m. at the Frankfort and Keats public parking lot for breakfast sandwiches, provided by the Clifton McDonald’s, and hot coffee, provided by Heine Brothers’ Coffee. The cleanup will officially start at 9:00 a.m. and fan out in the neighborhood. The District 9 office will provide bags, gloves, tools and t-shirts on a first-come, first-served basis. Questions, please contact the office at 574-1109.

Please save the date and join us!

Last Chance for Free Tax Appointments
My office is partnering with the Louisville Asset Building Coalition (LABC) to provide FREE tax preparation services again in 2019. The service is FREE if you earned $64,000 Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) or less in 2018 or if you qualify for the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC). Call the appointment line today to see if you qualify and make your appointment! Appointments are available every Friday through the end of tax season between 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. at United Crescent Hill Ministries, 150 S. State Street, in Clifton. Please call the appointment line at 502-305-0005 to make an appointment or visit https://louisvillekyvita.cascheduler.com and please share this with anyone you think may be eligible. You may also call the D9 office at 574-3908. Click here to view brochure. 

Tax assistance is also available through AARP at Clifton Christian Church, 131 Vernon Avenue, on Wednesdays from 10:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. This site will run through April 10. This location helps low and moderate income taxpayers with an Adjusted Gross Income of $60,000 or less, with special attention to those 60 years of age or older. Please note that sites will shut off their sign-in list when the expected maximum number of clients have been registered for that day. Early arrival is suggested. Also note that new returns cannot be started during the last hour scheduled for the site. Call 502-394-3443 to confirm site hours and find out if the registration list is filled for the day in question.
Do you instead file your own taxes? Through the LABC website there are two options to self-file online. The “Turbo Tax Freedom Edition” is available if you have $33,000 or less in income. The software has a well-designed interview process that guides you through the process of making decisions about your filing status, inputting your income and making decisions about deductions and tax credits for which you may qualify. The other option is “My Free Taxes”, which is available if you make $64,000 or less. This program is developed by H&R Block and uses an interview process. Please visit, https://labcservices.org/index.php/free-tax-help/free-online-tax-filing, for more information.
Ninth District Events!
Below are some Ninth District calendar events!  To view a full listing of events please visit the District 9 Blog at http://district9news.wordpress.com/.  If you would like to submit events to be considered for the blog calendar please email Kyle Ethridge or call 574-1109.
Thursday, March 28: Holy Trinity Clifton School, 2117 Payne Street, will host open house tours from 8:00 – 10:00 a.m. Light refreshments will be provided. Come see the renovations, renderings of the new school and classrooms, and ask questions. For more information contact Paula Watkins, Head of School at pwatkins@ht-school.org or call 502-896-8480.
Thursday, March 28: Holy Trinity Clifton School, 2117 Payne Street, will host open house tours from 8:00 - 10:00 a.m. Light refreshments will be provided. Come see the renovations, renderings of the new school and classrooms, and ask questions. For more information contact Paula Watkins, Head of School at pwatkins@ht-school.org or call 502-896-8480.
Thursday, March 28: Carmichael's Bookstore, 2720 Frankfort Avenue, will host Randal Maurice Jelks at 7:00 p.m. Questions, please contact the store at 896-6950.
Thursday, March 28: Frankfort Avenue Business Association (FABA) will host Money for the Bunny Karaoke Contest from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. at The Hub, 2235 Frankfort Avenue. Join in for a night of laughter and entertainment to raise money for the Frankfort Avenue Easter Parade. For more information call 419-6159.
Friday, March 29: Just Creations, 2722 Frankfort Avenue, to host a new artist showcase from 6:00 - 9:00 p.m. The artist showcase to feature John Nation during the F.A.T. Friday Trolley Hop. Questions, please contact the store at 897-7319.
Friday, March 29: St. Mark's Episcopal Church Lenten Fish Fry from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. at 2822 Frankfort Avenue. Enjoy fried fish, smoked salmon, rice pilaf, side dishes, homemade soup and desserts. Questions, please call 895-2429.
Friday, March 29: St. Leonard Church Fish Fry from 5:30 - 8:00 p.m. at 440 Zorn Avenue. Enjoy fried fish, baked fish, cheese pizza, fried oysters, cake wheel, pull tabs, door prizes and fellowship. Credit cards are accepted. Dine in or take out.
Friday, March 29: Historic Frankfort Avenue will host the F.A.T. Friday Trolley Hop from 6:00 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. The FAT Friday Trolley Hop, held year-round on the final Friday of every month, provides FREE parking and transportation to participating shops, restaurants and galleries. The free trolleys run along Frankfort Avenue from Cannons Lane to River Road and many businesses will host special sale, live music and refreshments. For more information, visit http://www.frankfortave.com/.
Friday, March 29 & Saturday, March 30: Brightside Premium Compost Sale at Joe Creason Park, 1297 Trevilian Way. Hours on Friday are Noon - 4:00 p.m. and Saturday 9:00 a.m. - Noon. $3.00 per bag or $43 per cubic meter scoop. Compost can help control weeds, keep the soil cool, top dressing for fertilizing lawns, provides an aesthetically pleasing landscape and improves soil texture and pH. Questions, please call Brightside at 574-2613.
Friday, March 29 - Sunday, March 31: Crescent Hill Baptist Church, 2800 Frankfort Avenue, will host the William M. Johnson Lecture Series. The topic for the March series is For the Love of God: Honoring the Life and Work of E. Glenn Hinson. General admission is $80 and includes the conference, three meals (dinner on Friday, lunch and dinner on Saturday). Childcare for your 5th grade and younger children is available. Registration online at https://hinson_lecture.eventbrite.com.
Wednesday, April 3: Hard Hat Tour of Waterfront Botanical Gardens site. Check out the construction progress on the Graeser Family Education Center and get a project update. Must register to attend, space is limited. Click here to register. Other dates available April 9 and 17.
Thursday, April 4: Just Creations, 2722 Frankfort Avenue, opening night Rug Rollout Bash from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. Enjoy food, fun, fair trade rugs, door prizes, rug trivia and coloring contest voting. For more information, please click here.
Thursday, April 4 - Saturday, April 13: Just Creations, 2722 Frankfort Avenue, will host 15th Annual Rug event featuring more than 300 hand-knotted rugs made in Pakistan. To learn more about the event, please visit http://justcreations.org/annual-rug-event/. Questions, please call the store at 897-7319.
Friday, April 5: Did you earn $64,000 or less in Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) in 2018?  If the answer is yes, you might qualify for FREE tax preparation!  The 9th District has partnered again with the Louisville Asset Building Coalition to provide FREE VITA tax preparation to anyone making $64,000 or less.  To make an appointment or for more information, please call 305-0005 or the D9 office at 574-3908.  Appointments are available between 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. at United Crescent Hill Ministries, located at 150 S State Street.
Friday, April 5: St. Mark's Episcopal Church Lenten Fish Fry from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. at 2822 Frankfort Avenue. Enjoy fried fish, smoked salmon, rice pilaf, side dishes, homemade soup and desserts. Questions, please call 895-2429.
Saturday, April 6: FREE Shakespeare in the Parks. Enjoy a performance in Cox's Park at 6:30 p.m. Bring your lawn chairs (and picnic foods, if you wish).
Tuesday, April 9: Clifton Community Council Board of Directors Meeting at 6:00 p.m. at 131 Vernon Avenue. This meeting is open to the public.
Tuesday, April 9: Crescent Hill Library, 2762 Frankfort Avenue, will host a Friends of the Crescent Hill Library Meeting at 7:00 p.m. Questions, please call the branch at 574-1793.
Tuesday, April 9: Clifton Heights Community Council quarterly meeting at 7:00 p.m. at the Mellwood Arts Center, 1860 Mellwood Avenue.
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