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Follow Along in Frankfort

Several bills being considered by the Kentucky General Assembly would affect the way Metro Government is operated. House Bill 202 has many provisions. Here are some: (Read the entire bill by clicking here.) 

· Governor will appoint individuals to fill vacancies of Council due to death, resignation or removal, currently Metro Council fills vacancies. 
· Governor will fill Mayoral vacancies, currently Metro Council appoints.
· Mayor is limited to two terms beginning January 1, 2019, may not serve more than two consecutive terms, and is prohibited from running for election or being appointed Mayor for at least four years, currently term limits are three terms.
· Each Caucus (Democratic and Republican) shall hire a minimum of two staff persons, currently Metro Council makes staffing decisions.

House Bill 246 (read the full bill here) would change the rules for solid waste in Louisville.  Currently, we make compost from yard waste, instead of sending it to the landfill.  The Frankfort legislation would reverse the ban on plastic bags for yard waste, even though yard waste in plastic bags cannot be composted.  House Bill 246 was on the agenda for a House Committee on Wednesday.  

I am very concerned about these bills - and any legislation that strikes at bedrock principles of local control.    

Here are ways to make your voice heard in Frankfort: 
· Call or write your legislators to let them know your views on important issues.  (The link lets your locate your representatives and gives you contact information.)
· Call the toll-free legislative message line (1-800-372-7181) to leave a message for any legislator or group of legislators.  Be ready to say you support or oppose a bill, by number, and ask that your message be conveyed to your representative and leadership in the House or Senate. 
Meet Your Legislators, Attend a Café LOUIE

Café LOUIE is back by popular demand! Plan to attend a meeting at one of the Louisville Free Public Libraries to meet your local legislators. These informal meetings take place on Saturday mornings from 9:00 – 10:00 a.m. at library locations throughout Jefferson County. Legislators include State Representatives and Senators along with Metro Council and suburban city elected officials. 

Café LOUIE is a partnership with the 2015 Bingham Fellows, the Leadership Louisville Center, and the Friends of the Louisville Free Public Library. Follow Cafe LOUIE for details.
League of Women Voters Meeting – February 20

Join the League of Women Voters (LWV) for a Dinner and Democracy Meeting with LWV of Kentucky Co-chairs Nita Smith and Terry Naydan and discuss new and proposed state legislation and LWV positions. The meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 20. Dinner is at 5:30 (cash donations accepted) and the program begins at 6:00 p.m. at the Lang House, 115 S. Ewing Street. No reservations are required. For more information call 895-5218 or email info@lwvlouisville.org. 

Sustainability Story: Greenway Cleanup – February 18

Sydney Blandford, a student at Holy Cross High School, chose to concentrate her senior project on pollution by creating an awareness initiative, organizing a clean-up project at the Beargrass Creek Greenway. The clean-up will concentrate on the area near Lexington and Grinstead on Saturday, February 18th from 9:00 a.m. to Noon. 

Volunteers should park at the old Jim Porters lot on Lexington Road, then walk to the entrance at Lexington and Grinstead for donated breakfast items from the Clifton McDonald's and Heine Brothers' Coffee.

Sydney has also collected donations from local businesses, including cash prizes, which will be given away to volunteers by random drawing at the event.  
We’d like to feature your sustainability story - a resident or business doing good things for the environment.  Riding the bus, bicycling, walking, gardening and more - our eNews will feature practices which can benefit all of us.  Send your story to Bill Hollander or Kyle Ethridge. 

Little City Beautiful on KET – February 19

Masonic Homes of Kentucky’s Louisville campus in D9 was designed in 1927. It originally served widows and orphans of Kentucky Masons, but now offers an array of health services to the community. The organization is celebrating its 150th anniversary.

You can learn more by tuning into KET on Sunday, February 19 at 8:00 p.m. for a viewing of “Little City Beautiful”, a documentary featuring interviews with pivotal Masonic Homes of Kentucky leaders, alumni and senior living industry experts highlighting Masonic Homes’ founding, its adaptation to current needs and how the 150-year-old organization is building for the future. You can also learn more at www.mhky150.com. 
Desserts First – February 22

Desserts First is celebrating Girl Scouts cookies by letting people enjoy the best desserts and specialty drinks made with the cookies as the key ingredient! Louisville’s finest chefs will compete for bragging rights during this down-right delicious event, which benefits Girl Scouts of Kentuckiana, headquartered in D9! Plan to attend Desserts First on Wednesday, February 22 from 6 – 8 PM at The Olmsted, 3701 Frankfort Avenue. Reserve your tickets today at $65 per person. Call 716-7233 or visit https://www.eventbrite.com/e/11th-annual-desserts-first-tickets-28701052621. 
Masonic Home Road Rerouting Extended for Another Week

Washington Square neighbors and traffic on Chenoweth Lane will be impacted for an additional week by Masonic Homes' use of the emergency gate while construction of new assisted living and independent living units at Masonic Home continues. Since February 6, campus traffic has been rerouted so that all vehicles may enter via Frankfort Avenue, but exiting traffic is using the emergency gate at Washington Square. The project was anticipated to take two weeks but has now been extended for an additional week, through February 24.  

Notice of Planning & Design Public Meetings

For basic details for below case/s please visit http://www.louisvilleky.gov/PlanningDesign/.  Click on “Search Case Information” link on the left navigation bar.  Then select the “home” tab and select the type of case and enter the above case number.  For specific case information please call or email the listed case manager.  If you have any questions please contact Planning & Design directly at 574-6230.

Case No. 17VARIANCE1003

You are invited to attend a review for variances from the Land Development Code to allow encroachment into the required side yard setback, and to allow a private yard to be reduced from the required 30% of the lot area.

Subject Property: 1942 Payne Street

Case Manager: Dante St. Germain (dante.st.germain@louisvilleky.gov)   

Meeting Type: Board of Zoning Adjustment 

Date: Monday, February 20, 2017

Time: Meeting will begin at 8:30 a.m. and continue until all cases are heard

Location: 514 W. Liberty Street, 40202
Don’t Wait Until April, Make Your Tax Appointment!
My office is partnering with the Louisville Asset Building Coalition (LABC) to provide FREE tax preparation services again in 2017. The service is FREE if you earned $55,000 Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) or less in 2016 or if you qualify for the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC). Call the office today to see if you qualify and make your appointment! Appointments are available on Fridays (February 17, March 10, 24, and April 7, 14) between 9:15 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Please call the office at 574-3908 to make an appointment.  

Do you instead file your own taxes? Through the LABC website there are two options to self-file online. The “Turbo Tax Freedom Edition” is available if you have $31,000 or less in income. The software has a well-designed interview process that guides you through the process of making decisions about your filing status, inputting your income and making decisions about deductions and tax credits for which you may qualify. The other option is “My Free Taxes”, which is available if you make $62,000 or less. This program is developed by H&R Block and uses an interview process. Please visit, http://labcservices.org/index.php/free-tax-filing-at-labc-services, for more information.

AARP also offers free tax services at Clifton Christian Church, 131 Vernon Avenue, in D9 on Wednesdays from 10:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. More information is available here or by calling 394-3433.

Don’t Forget to Register Your Rental Property
All property located in Louisville Metro and occupied or offered for occupancy in exchange for money or any other consideration must be registered with Louisville Metro Government by March 1, 2017. Failure to register is subject to a fine up to $100 per day per housing unit. Registration must include the rental unit street address along with current contact information of the owner and managing operator.
Registration requires an account with Develop Louisville. Visit, https://www.louisvilleky.gov/government/codes-regulations, to establish an account and access the registry, or to get detailed information and instructions on registry requirements.
Register by March for St. Matthews Baseball and Softball
St. Matthews Baseball and Softball is looking forward to starting the new 2017 season. Online registration will continue at www.stmatthewsbaseballandsoftball.com until the beginning of March. The season will begin March 20 for ages 10 to 12 and on April 10 for players 9 and under.
 
A longstanding tradition for St. Matthews Baseball and Softball is the opening parade. This year, the parade is scheduled for April 22, starting at 8:00 a.m. It will begin on Shelbyville Road at Willis Avenue and end at St. Matthews Community Center Park with a short ceremony.
 
If you like to enjoy a fun evening watching youth baseball, stop by Community Center Park and catch a game. Games begin on weekdays at 6:00 p.m. and on Saturdays generally at 10:00 a.m.

Ninth District Events!

Below are some Ninth District calendar events!  To view a full listing of events please visit the District 9 Blog at http://district9news.wordpress.com/.  If you would like to submit events to be considered for the blog calendar please email Kyle Ethridge or call 574-1109.
Thursday, February 16: Carmichael's Bookstore, 2720 Frankfort Avenue, to host J.D. Daniels at 7:00 p.m. for a reading and book signing of The Correspondence. Questions, please contact the store at 896-6950.
Friday, February 17: Did you earn $55,000 or less in Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) in 2016?  If the answer is yes, you might qualify for FREE tax preparation!  The 9th District has partnered again with the Louisville Asset Building Coalition to provide FREE VITA tax preparation to anyone making $55,000 or less.  To make an appointment or for more information, please call the 9th District office at 574-1109.  Appointments are available between 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. at United Crescent Hill Ministries, located at 150 S State Street.
Friday, February 17: Carmichael's Bookstore, 2720 Frankfort Avenue, to host Lara Elena Donnelly at 7:00 p.m. for a reading and book signing of debut novel Amberlough. Questions, please contact the store at 896-6950.
Saturday, February 18: Please join the Clifton Community Council as it starts 150 year tradition with the dedication of the Clifton Tree at 11:00 a.m. at 131 N. Vernon Avenue. A red oak tree has been planted in the front yard of the Clifton Campus of NE Christian Church. The oak tree is a metaphor of a strong neighborhood with its deep roots, stability, strength, patient growth and tree canopy providing cool shade and comfort.
Sunday, February 19: Masonic Homes of Kentucky featured in "Little City Beautiful" a documentary on KET at 8:00 p.m. featuring interviews with pivotal Masonic Homes leaders, alumni and senior living industry experts highlighting Masonic Homes' founding, its adaption to current needs and how the 150-year-old organization is building for the future. For more information, please visit: www.mhky150.com.
Monday, February 20: The League of Women Voters (LWV) invite you to join for a Dinner and Democracy meeting with LWV co-chairs Nita Smith and Terry Naydan to discuss new and proposed state legislation and LWC of KY positions. Dinner at 5:30 p.m., no reservation is required. Program will begin at 6:00 p.m. at the Lang House, 115 S. Ewing Avenue. For more information, please call 895-5218 or email info@lwvlouisville.org.
Tuesday, February 21: St. Matthews Library, 3940 Grandview Avenue, to host a movie discussion group on Wages of Fear at 2:30 p.m. Questions, please contact the branch at 574-1771.
Wednesday, February 22: Crescent Hill Library, 2762 Frankfort Avenue, to host booked for lunch at 1:00 p.m. Bring your sack lunch and sample "food for the mind" and discuss Song Yet Sung by James McBride. Questions, please call the branch at 574-1793.
Wednesday, February 22: Desserts First at The Olmsted, 3701 Frankfort Avenue, from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Join to celebrate Girl Scout cookies by enjoying the best desserts and specialty drinks made with the cookies as the key ingredient! Louisville's finest chefs will compete for bragging rights during this down-right delicious event! Tickets are $65 each. Reserve tickets by calling 716-7233 or visiting: dessertsfirst.eventbrite.com.
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