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PVA Extends Reassessment Appeal Time

The deadline for Louisville residents to appeal their new property valuations has been extended from May 18 to May 29 at 4:00 p.m. 

In the meantime, the office is continuing to assist residents at the Crescent Hill Library, 2762 Frankfort Avenue, during these hours:   

· Thursday, May 14 – 10 am-2 pm 

· Friday, May 15 – 10 am–2 pm and 3 pm–5 pm

· Monday, May 18 – 10 am–4 pm

· Tuesday, May 19 – 10 am–2 pm

· Wednesday, May 20 – 10 am–2 pm and 3 pm–5 pm

· Thursday, May 21 – 10 am-2 pm

· Friday, May 22 – 10 am–2 pm and 3 pm–5 pm

· Monday, May 25 – 10 am–4 pm
· Tuesday, May 26 – 10 am–2 pm

· Wednesday, May 27 – 10 am–2 pm and 3 pm–5 pm

· Thursday, May 28 – 10 am-2 pm

· Friday, May 29 – 10 am–2 pm 

An online conference appeal service can be accessed at the PVA website:  https://jeffersonpva.ky.gov.  Property owners may choose to complete their online conference appeal from any computer, downtown at the PVA office in the Fiscal Court Building, 531 Court Place, or at any branch of the Louisville Free Public Library. 

Documentation that supports an opinion of value must be submitted.  More information is available at the PVA’s website: https://jeffersonpva.ky.gov/faq-topics/appeals. 

As I work with my colleagues on the Metro Council to encourage the PVA to improve its operations, District 9 residents who believe their assessment is wrong should take steps now to appeal.

Tall Grass in the Islands

We have received several calls about responsibility for mowing grass in the islands of some District 9 streets – North Hite Avenue, Blackburn Avenue and others.  The responsibility lies with the property owners on either side of the street.  The ordinance provides that “[e]very occupant of a structure or part thereof shall keep that part of the structure or premises which that occupant occupies, controls, or uses in a clean, safe and sanitary condition, and in the case of a single-family structure, the owner shall keep the premises free of all weeds and prohibited plant growth, as defined in § 156.052(D), to the center line of such street, easement or alley as are adjacent to or abut the premises….Every owner of a dwelling containing two or more dwelling units shall maintain, in a clean, safe and sanitary condition, and free of all weeds and prohibited plant growth, as defined in § 156.052(D), the shared or public areas of the dwelling and premises thereof to the center line of such street, easement or alley as are adjacent to or abut the premises.”  

Residents in a number of areas band together to cut an island on their street, with each resident contributing to pay a mower or taking turns cutting the island throughout the year.  Others cut the area in front of their residence on their own.  Either method works.  Metro ordinances require that grass be maintained to a level of no more than 10 inches and fines can be issued for violating the ordinance.  

Register for Bike to Work Day TOMORROW
Louisville's Bike to Work Day Celebration is taking place tomorrow, Friday, May 15th. Join us to ride downtown from District 9. Cyclists will leave from the Seneca Park basketball court parking lot at 7:00 a.m. You can also join the D9 group at the parking lot at Lexington Road and Ledge Road at approximately 7:20 a.m. Helmets are required! 

The celebration continues at 4th Street Live! from 11:30 am until 1:00 pm.  If you're planning to participle please register online. Register now! 
St. Matthews Street Festival – Saturday May 16

Join the crowd at the St. Matthews Street Festival this Saturday, May 16, from 11:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. The event is in District 9 on Frankfort Avenue between Lexington Road and Bauer Avenue. Enjoy retail booths, live music, kidz zone, fun zone, local food, wellness fair and beer garden, and celebrate the community’s businesses, history, cuisine and style. More information is here: http://www.stmatthewschamber.com/st-matthews-street-festival-2/. 
Buy Local First Fair on Sunday – May 17

Louisville Independent Business Association (LIBA) will host the 7th annual Buy Local Fair this Sunday, May 17, from Noon – 6:00 p.m. at Louisville Water Tower Park, 3005 River Road.  The fair will host a variety of local businesses, musicians, artists and craftspeople, chefs, community organizers and farmers. All locally-owned independent businesses and individuals are encouraged to participate as vendors. Admission is free, $5 per car to park. 
Bicycles are free to park thanks to VO2 Multisport! Sorry, pets are not allowed on the Louisville Water Tower Park property. For more information visit http://www.keeplouisvilleweird.com/Buylocalfair. 

Schedule includes:

· Noon – 5:00 p.m. - The Louisville Water Company will have a H20 Kids Zone 

· 12:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. – Live Music

· 2:15 p.m. – Magnificent Mushroom “Iron Shroom”

· 4:00 p.m. – Fleur de Lis Food Fight

The Buy Local First Fair is funded in part by the Citizens of District 9 through a Neighborhood Development Fund appropriation. 

Sustainability Story: Mushrooms

A few weeks ago our featured Sustainability Story was about butterfly gardening at Billy Goat Hill Garden on Payne Street.  This week, the focus is on mushrooms.  

For the last few weeks, Eric Osborne of Magnificent Mushrooms (http://www.magnificentmushrooms.com/) has been teaching a class on mushroom growing at the Clifton Center.  During the last class the group applied mushroom spawn, the material used to propagate mushrooms, to a growing medium consisting of straw, cardboard, and wood chips at Billy Goat Hill Garden. The garden’s mushroom project also features logs being used to grow shitake mushrooms. 

You can read more about mushroom growing and Eric Osborne in this 2014 article by Sarah Fritschner in Edible Louisville. http://ediblecommunities.com/louisville/april-may-2014/business-is-mushrooming.htm
We’d like to feature your sustainability story - a resident or business doing good things for the environment.  Riding the bus, bicycling, walking, gardening and more - our eNews will feature practices which can benefit all of us.  Send your story to Bill Hollander or Kyle Ethridge. 
Responsible Recycling a Success!

Thanks to all participants in the Responsible Recycling event last Saturday.  Your contributions included two truckloads of household and building supplies for Habitat for Humanity’s ReStore, a van of medical supplies for Supplies Over Seas, more than 350 pounds of shoes for WaterStep, many batteries collected and reused or safely disposed of by Interstate Batteries, and carloads of documents safely shredded by Shred-It. Click here to view a video from the event.
Thank you to the volunteers from St. Xavier National Honor Society, Jan Weber and the Louisville Water Tower Park for hosting us.  
Franck Avenue Recycling Drop-off Relocation
The recycling drop-off location behind the Franck Avenue fire station has been relocated by Solid Waste Management Services (SWMS). The new location is in the back parking lot of the Mary T. Meagher Aquatic Center, 201 Reservoir Avenue. The hours of operation are: 7:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. Another drop-off location is in D9 at the Bowman Field License Branch, 3501 Roger E. Schupp Street.
Remember, residents and businesses in the Urban Services District may now purchase a larger recycling cart. For more information on the carts and how to order please click here.
Also, there are two locations to drop off batteries for safe disposal. The Metro Waste Reduction Center, 636 Meriwether Avenue – open Tuesday-Friday from 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. and Saturday from 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., and at Haz Bin, 7501 Grade Lane – open Wednesday & Saturdays only from 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Clifton Heights Storage Basin Public Meeting

MSD is hosting a public meeting regarding the Clifton Heights storage basin on Tuesday, May 19 at 6:00 p.m. at the American Printing House for the Blind, 1839 Frankfort Avenue. This is the second in a series of four public meetings. This meeting will provide information concerning the conceptual design of the basin and how it will benefit the community. You will have an opportunity to provide input and comments about the use and look of the area above this covered underground basin. Questions or comments may be submitted via email to commentsIOAP@msdlouky.org, or mailed to MSD IOAP Project Comments, Attn: Project WIN Program Manager, 700 W Liberty Street, 40203.
 
How to Navigate Through Neighborhood Traffic Circles 
Recently two neighborhood traffic circles were installed on Nanz Avenue at Iola Road and Macon Avenue. Metro Public Works (MPW) plans to install directional signage in the near future on how to navigate through the traffic circles, but in the meantime they have created a Neighborhood Traffic Operations FAQ we’d like to share with you. In short, slow down and proceed counter-clockwise around the circle. Please click here to view the FAQs.

D9 Community Conversation in May – Features Animal Services
The next D9 Community Conversation is scheduled for 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 26, at the Clifton Center, 2117 Payne Street. Jessica Montgomery, Director of Animal Services, will give an update on that department’s activities and be available to answer questions. We also want to hear from you on any topics, an unscripted, open conversation about your vision for D9 and the City. Please mark your calendar and join us – and bring along a friend or neighbor!

Crescent Hill Garden Tour – June 6
Plan to attend the Crescent Hill Garden tour on Saturday, June 6, from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Tour 10 private gardens in the historic Crescent Hill neighborhood. The tour will feature creative gardening in small spaces, from organic gardens to shade gardens, and give visitors innovative ideas to try in their own outdoor space. Tickets are $10 and available the day of the tour at the Peterson-Dumesnil House, 301 South Peterson Avenue, where the tour begins. You can also purchase tickets in advance at St. Matthews Feed & Seed, 225 Chenoweth Lane. For more information visit www.crescenthillgardentour.org.
Butchertown Art Fair - June 6th & 7th  

The 2015 Butchertown Art Fair will be held within the 800 and 900 blocks of East Washington Street in Louisville on Saturday, June 6 from 10:00am-7:00pm and Sunday, June 7 from 11:00am-5:00pm. Attendees are encouraged to bring pet supplies such as food, toys, and flea and tick medications to donate to the Saving Sunny Organization, which works to reduce the flow of pit bull terriers into shelters and assists dog owners in underserved areas. Visit http://butchertown.wix.com/artfair or email butchertownartfair@gmail.com for more information.

  

The event will include over 80 art and craft vendors, food trucks, beer, wine and cocktails, children's activities, street performers, live music and more. Participating food trucks include Little Jimmy's Italian Ice, Black Rock Grille, Sweet & Savory, Apex Catering, V-Grits, Longshot Lobsta, Dragon King's Daughter and Johnny's Diner Car.
 

The Art Fair is free and open to the public, and proceeds from booth fees will benefit the Butchertown Neighborhood Association Inc.
Summer Camps at the Clifton Center
This summer, the Clifton Center will host its first ever Global Dance Camp, offering a special opportunity for children and young adults to learn about the dance and music of five different cultures from around the world - from India, Cuba, Hawaii, Lebanon and Mali.

 

The camp will be led by experienced local dance and culture experts including Ruric Amari, Kacey Frazier, and Harlina Churn-Diallo. Absolutely NO dance or musical experience is necessary. Participants will learn about the culture of music and dance of a particular country by listening to music and to the instructors, and watching live dance and documentary film excerpts. Then they will learn how to perform the dance of that culture with hands-on, active instruction in the rhythms and dance moves of the culture being presented.
 

The schedule is June 8-13 for Ages 9-12, June 15-20 for Ages 13-18, and June 22-27 for Ages 4-8. The fee is $250 and includes use of instruments, materials, a CD with the songs used for the dances learned, and free student ticket for all of the Clifton Center's world music performances next season. Registration is available online at

www.cliftoncenter.org. For more information, contact Julie Purcell, Programming Coordinator at jpurcell@cliftoncenter.org  or 502-644-2784.

                                         

Ninth District Events!
Below are some Ninth District calendar events!  To view a full listing of events please visit the District 9 Blog at http://district9news.wordpress.com/.  If you would like to submit events to be considered for the blog calendar please email Kyle Ethridge or call 574-1109.
Thursday, May 14: St. Matthews Library, 3940 Grandview Avenue, to host scrabble club at 2:30 p.m. Questions please contact the library at 574-1771.
Friday, May 15: Bike to Work Day! Register online today, http://www.eventbrite.com/e/louisville-bike-to-work-day-friday-may-15-2015-tickets-16482822566.
Friday, May 15: The Clifton Center, 2117 Payne Street, will host a concert and album release party for Small Time Napoleon, with special guest Alex Wright at 8:00pm. Small Time Napoleon's thirteen track new LP "Cloud Machine" showcases the quartet's matured sound through a diverse collection of songs ranging from Sinatra-like swing to Waits-esque dissonance. Tickets are $10 and can be purchased online at www.cliftoncenter.org or at Carmichael's Bookstore, 2720 Frankfort Avenue.
Saturday, May 16: SeniorCare Experts, 145 Thierman Lane, to host a shred day from 9:00 a.m. - Noon. Destroy your confidential documents - they accept binders and staples. Shredding provided by The Paper Predator - donations will be accepted. There will also be an expired drug toss, Metro Louisville Police will be on site accepting expired drugs - no charge for this service. Questions please call 896-2316.
Saturday, May 16: Emmet Field Elementary Centennial Celebration from 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. at Field Elementary School, 120 Sacred Heart Lane.
Saturday, May 16: St. Matthews Street Festival at Frankfort and Lexington Road from 11:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m. Enjoy retail booths, live music, kidz zone, fun zone, local food, wellness fair and a beer garden.
Sunday, May 17: 7th Annual Buy Local First Fair at Louisville Water Tower Park, 3005 River Road, from Noon - 6:00 p.m. The fair will host a variety of local businesses, musicians, artists and craftspeople, chefs, community organizers and farmers. All locally-owned independent businesses and individuals are encouraged to participate as vendors. Admission is free, $5 per car to park. Bicycles are free to park thanks to VO2 Multisport! Sorry, pets are not allowed on the Louisville Water Tower Park property.
Sunday, May 17: Billy Goat Hill Community Garden and Magnificent Mushrooms presents The Benefits of Growing Mushrooms from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Each class will focus on a special aspect of growing your own mushrooms. Join them at the Clifton Center, 2117 Payne Street. Eric Osborne, instructor and owner of Magnificent Mushrooms, has a Masters in Education and is Indiana’s first state recognized wild mushroom expert. Classes are $10 each. To sign up please email nataliehharris@gmail.com.
Sunday, May 17: The Beargrass St. Matthews Historical Society and the Louisville Historical League will host Louisville author Michael E. Jones to discuss his recently published book, Louisville Jug Music: From Earl McDonald to the National Jubilee, at 2:00 p.m. at the St. Matthews City Hall Building, Room 215. This event is FREE to the public.
Tuesday, May 19: Diplomacy Begins Here Summit from 8:03 a.m. – 8:30 p.m. at Muhammad Ali Center, 144 N 6th Street, 40202. The Summit will bring together local, national, and international leaders from the business, government, and nonprofit world. Learn about the many ways that individuals can get involved with organizations that are making a difference in the world. All panels and talks are FREE and open to the public. For a detailed agenda, please click here. Full day registration is $70 and includes keynote luncheon and dinner. The cost for the keynote luncheon is $25. The celebration dinner and entertainment at Foxhollow is $55. For more information and to register please click here. 
Tuesday, May 19: St. Matthews Library, 3940 Grandview Avenue, to host movie discussion group at 2:30 p.m. Discussion of The Great Dictator. Questions please contact the library at 574-1771.
Tuesday, May 19: MSD to host a public meeting regarding the Clifton Heights storage basin at 6:00 p.m. at the American Printing House for the Blind, 1839 Frankfort Avenue. This is the second in a series of four public meetings. This meeting will provide information concerning the conceptual design of the basin and how it will benefit the area. You will have an opportunity to provide input and comments about the use and look of the area above this covered underground basin. Questions or comments may be submitted via email to commentsIOAP@msdlouky.org, or mailed to MSD IOAP Project Comments, Attn: Project WIN Program Manager, 700 W Liberty Street, 40203.
District 9 LINKS
· www.district9news.wordpress.com 
· http://www.louisvilleky.gov/government/metro-council-district
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