District 9 Green Triangle eNews
March 6, 2013
You are receiving this email because you have contacted the 9th District Office about green initiatives.  If you would like to be removed from this communication please email Katie Holmes  with “REMOVE” in the subject.  This is a bi-weekly eNews.  Please feel free to copy any of this information for use at your meetings or in your newsletters. 
Green Triangle Seeks Coordination Team Volunteers
The Green Triangle Coordination Team serves as the hub for community efforts to realize the Green Triangle Vision and is looking for new team members from the 9th District.  Are you passionate about green issues and want to make a difference in your community?  Do you have a penchant for planning, and are you interested in committing to being on this dynamic team for at least the next 6 months?  For its next cycle of work the team will focus on evaluating and expanding the Green Triangle Business Champion program, developing web content and social media to drive people to the Green Triangle website, and team education on green issues.  If you are interested in applying for the Coordination Team, download the application here or fill it in online and submit by March 31.  Currently the team meets on the first and third Mondays of each month from 6-7:30pm.  Please email Katie Holmes or call 574-1109 with any questions.
Volunteers Needed for Lexington Road Planting

Join 9th District Councilwoman Tina Ward-Pugh, her staff, and the Green Triangle in another phase of the Lexington Road improvements between Cross Hill and Top Hill Roads this Saturday, March 9th from 8:30 am to 11:00 am.  Volunteers will be planting a few new trees but mostly picking up dead plant debris, litter and weeding along the hillside along Lexington Road.  Please volunteer to be a part of this restoration effort. Plan to arrive at 8:30 a.m.  Gloves, tools and Louisville Water Company PureTap water will be provided to all volunteers.  Please bring your own reusable water bottle.  Call the 9th District office at 574-1109 for more information.
Calling All Composters

Do you compost at your home, restaurant, garden, or school?  The Green Triangle Goal Team is planning a neighborhood composting project, and we are looking for people in District 9 who would be willing to allow our team to visit their compost to learn about the process they are using.  Not sure if you are in the 9th District?  View a map here.  If you would like to participate in the informal Goal Team Compost Tour, please email Katie Holmes at katie.holmes@louisvilleky.gov or call 574-1109.
Beargrass Creek Alliance Events

The Beargrass Creek Alliance has organized the following events and is seeking volunteers.  Get involved in cleaning up the Beargrass!  Learn more at www.beargrasscreek.org.
· Saturday, March 9th, 9:00 am to 12:00 pm Spring Creek Cleanup: Big Rock, Cherokee Park. Family-friendly! 
· Thursday, March 14th 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm Trash Mob Happy Hour! Meet at corner of Spring and Locust Streets: post cleanup happy hour at Spring Street Grill. 
· March 18 at 7:00p.m. Monthly Meeting in the Crescent Hill Library Community Room. Everyone welcome! 
Bioneers Educational Events

The Bluegrass Bioneers group is holding two family-friendly educational events called “Climate Change and You” on March 14th and 28th at Indian Trail Elementary School, 3709 E. Indian Trail.  Both events will take place from 6-8pm with a free dinner provided by HP.  These events are free and open to the public. Please RSVP for Dinner at www.BluegrassBioneers.org or email Betsy Ruhe at bruhe@bellsouth.net.  View a brochure with more information.

Sustainability Committee Meeting 

On Thursday, March 14th at 3:00pm the Louisville Metro Sustainability Committee meeting will feature a presentation by Bobby Clark, Jason Delambre, George Parker and Maria Koetter, Director of Sustainability on the concept of establishing a "sustainability" or "eco" district(s) in Louisville. The meeting will take place at City Hall, 601 W. Jefferson Street, and is open to the public. The meeting will also be aired live on MetroTV, Insight Channel 25. Committee meetings are also aired in reruns on MetroTV, and the schedule can be found here. You can also watch the meeting online here.
Herman the Water Strider

Introducing Herman the Water Strider, a Water Catchment System.  Louisville artists Linda Erzinger and Tara Remington have been working since December 2012 on Herman’s creation, with a desire to see water conservation linked with art. The term that describes this connection best is called Solution Based Art, art that creates a solution for the environment.  It is hoped that Herman will start conversations about water conservation and how we can work together to clean-up our beautiful city of Louisville. 

Their fundraising and awareness campaign for this community based project is up and running at www.indiegogo.com/projects/herman-the-water-catchment.  So far, $250 in donations has been raised just from a few personal Facebook posts. The working group of friends is looking into possible sponsors/donors and grants with the Center for Neighborhoods as the fiscal partner of the project. Other partnering organizations, including Metro United Metro Way, Metro Parks, Brightside, Kentucky Waterways Alliance, Beargrass Creek Alliance and Olmsted Parks Conservancy, will help to collect materials which will be used to build Herman’s outer shell.  The citywide clean-up effort will begin in mid-March and will run through April 2013.  The project website is also active and will be updated periodically at www.ArtResourced.com. 
Sustainability Tip – Grow More Mow Less
The first day of spring is March 20.  The Air Pollution Control District’s Grow More Mow Less program can help you get your yard ready for spring by thinking about how to get rid of turf grass that you don’t need.  With less turf grass, you will be able to mow less, save time, money, and protect the air.  Find ideas here for low-mow plants, savings on low-mow plants, and steps to convert your yard from turf grass to low-mow.  

Did you know that one hour of mowing with a typical gas-powered lawnmower produces the same amount of smog-forming emissions as driving your car for 200 miles?  See the difference in pollution from gas-powered versus cleaner mowers.  Learn more from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District’s (APCD) Lawn Care for Cleaner Air program, which gives incentives for residents who purchase air-friendly lawn care equipment.  Residents receive larger incentives for trading in gas-powered equipment.  There is a new program for professional lawn care equipment incentives as well.  Landowners who are cleaning our air through less-polluting mowing techniques or through low maintenance landscaping can be nominated for an Environmental Stewardship Award from APCD.  Learn more, or nominate someone for an award. 

Don’t Forget to Make a Green Triangle Profile!
LINKS 

My Green Triangle 

Green Triangle Facebook 

Green Triangle Blog
9th District Blog 

9th District Website 

The Green Triangle is a community-led sustainability initiative in the 9th District, working to realize the following vision: Imagine Individuals, Businesses and Government working together to create a 9th District of:
· Green spaces for people to connect with nature and each other;
· Green options for transportation; and 
· Green thinking that promotes the conservation of resources and our small neighborhood feel. 
Contact the Green Triangle:
Katie Holmes, Special Projects Coordinator

Phone: 502.574-1109

http://www.louisvilleky.gov/MetroCouncil/Members/09/contact_kh.htm 
Tina Ward-Pugh

9th District Councilwoman

http://www.louisvilleky.gov/MetroCouncil/Members/09/default.htm  
The Green Triangle thanks the following sponsors:
· 9th District Councilwoman Tina Ward-Pugh
· DD Williamson
· MSD
· Mellwood Art Center
· River Metals Recycling
· eyedia
· First Capital Bank
· Heine Brothers' Coffee
· Louisville Biodiesel Cooperative
· Louisville Water Company
· LG&E
· McDonald's - Lower Brownsboro
Thanks as well to the Frankfort Avenue Business Association for serving as our fiscal agent.[image: image1]
