
Public Defense Model % of MI Counties
(83 total)

County-Based Public
Defender Offices 34%

Non-Profit Public
Defender Offices 14%

Managed Assigned
Counsel System 52%
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Public Defense Model
By Type

County-Based: The PD office is a part of county
government and attorneys are employed directly

by the county.

Non-Profit: The PD office is a 501c3 non-profit
corporation and must contract with a county or

funding unit to provide services.

Managed Assigned Counsel: These systems involve
contractual agreements with lists of private attorneys

who operate separately from the county.



Public Defense Model MI Residents Served

County-Based Public
Defender Offices

54.1%
5,438,001 residents

Non-Profit Public
Defender Offices

30.4%
3,060,915 residents

Managed Assigned
Counsel System

15.5%
1,559,005 residents

Public Defense Model By
Residents Served
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County-Based: The PD office is a part of county
government and attorneys are employed directly

by the county.

Non-Profit: The PD office is a 501c3 non-profit
corporation and must contract with a county or

funding unit to provide services.

Managed Assigned Counsel: These systems involve
contractual agreements with lists of private attorneys

who operate separately from the county.



Year % of Counties w/ Offices
(40 counties)

Pre-MIDC 20%
8 counties

Opened in 2019 52.5%
21 counties

Opened in 2020 10%
4 counties

Opened in 2021 12.5%
5 counties

Opened in 2023 2.5%
1 county

Opened in 2024 2.5%
1 county
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Public Defender Offices by Year of Opening

County-Based: The PD office is a part of county
government and attorneys are employed directly

by the county.

Non-Profit: The PD office is a 501c3 non-profit
corporation and must contract with a county or

funding unit to provide services.

Managed Assigned Counsel: These systems involve
contractual agreements with lists of private attorneys

who operate separately from the county.


