
Indiana recognized for its outstanding GIS services 
 
INDIANA — The Indiana Geographic Information Office (GIO) along with state 
Geographic Information Officer, Megan R.L. Compton, and the Family and Social 
Services Administration (FSSA), were recently recognized for their achievement and 
leadership shown throughout the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
The Indiana GIO office and FSSA won the Special Achievement in GIS award for the 
implementation of the Indiana Food Assistance Map at the Indiana Geographic 
Information Council virtual conference last month.  
 

 
 
This award recognizes special geospatial projects developed through teamwork that 
demonstrate commitment to working with others in the Indiana GIS community toward a 
common goal, while performing important, often pioneering work, to create an 
outstanding information resource.  
 
The coronavirus has impacted families across the Unites States, and according to the 
US Bureau of Labor Statistics, Indiana’s unemployment rate for May climbed to 16.9 
percent - the highest recorded number in Indiana. Lost or reduced wages resulted in 
significant food insecurity, and several resources on which residents normally would 
depend became unavailable. Food banks were being stretched to their limit, and school 
closures changed the access to free and reduced-cost breakfasts and lunches for 
children. In response, Indiana needed to assemble a team of experts to create an online 
application that could connect residents to nearby food pantries, meal sites, and 
schools. 
 
A map-based app was built with geographic information system (GIS) technology and 
provided functionality to not only pinpoint the closest food sites, but also deliver critical 
information about each of them.  
 

https://www.in.gov/fssa/dfr/food-assistance-availability-map/
https://www.igic.org/2020-virtual-conference
https://www.igic.org/2020-virtual-conference
https://www.in.gov/fssa/dfr/food-assistance-availability-map/
https://www.in.gov/fssa/dfr/food-assistance-availability-map/


All the new variable datasets needed to be carefully considered and strategically 
factored into the configuration of the new interactive map that could be used with ease 
by parents as well as their high school–age children, if needed. 
 
Prior to the pandemic, no one had ever mapped these resources statewide. The 
process for a major project incorporating multiple state-level agencies such as this 
would normally require months, from conception to deployment. This was completed 
in less than a week.  
 
Participants in this project included: 
 

• Irvin Goldblatt – GIO  
• Megan Compton – GIO 
• Rachel Lane – FSSA  
• Megan Lisch – FSSA  

 


