
To: Superintendents, Principals, School Leaders

From: Dr. Charity Flores, Chief Academic Officer

Date: May 7, 2021

Subject: Graduation Requirements for 2020 - 2022 Cohorts

In collaboration with the Indiana General Assembly, the Indiana Department of
Education (IDOE) worked to secure a waiver for students who did not achieve a passing
score on the graduation examination and were unable to take the graduation
examination during the 2020-2021 school year due to COVID-19. The language in HEA
1549 ensures an opportunity for students negatively impacted by COVID-19 to
graduate.

Students in the 2020 - 2022 graduating cohorts may meet the Graduation Qualifying
Exam (GQE) requirement in one of three ways:

● Pass the GQE (ISTEP+ grade 10 in English/Language Arts and Math),
● Qualify for a GQE waiver if unable to pass the GQE by the senior year, or
● Successfully complete the graduation pathways, if offered by the school, or

receive a pathways waiver. Graduation pathways waiver information can be
found here.

Per IC 20-32-4-4, in order to receive a GQE waiver, students must meet the following
criteria for either an Evidence-Based waiver or a Work Readiness waiver.

Evidence-Based Waiver:

1. Take the graduation examination in each subject area in which the student did
not achieve a passing score at least one time each year after the school year in
which the student first took the examination. Per HEA 1549 (2021), a student
may still satisfy this requirement despite not taking the graduation
examination during the 2020-2021 school year if the student was unable to
take the graduation examination due to the coronavirus disease
(COVID-19).

2. Complete remediation opportunities provided to the student by the school.
3. Maintain a school attendance rate of 95% or better over the course of the high

school experience (excused absences are not counted against a student’s
attendance rate).

4. Maintain a grade point average of “C” or better in the courses required for
graduation.
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5. Satisfy local graduation requirements. Note that students with IEPs are not
required to meet requirements beyond state requirements (effective 2016).

6. Obtain a written recommendation from a teacher of the student in the subject
area(s) not passed. The recommendation must provide documentation that the
academic standards have been met, either through other tests or classroom
work, be aligned with the governing body's relevant policy, and must be agreed
upon by the principal.

Work Readiness Waiver:
1. Take the graduation examination in each subject area in which the student did

not achieve a passing score at least one time each year after the school year in
which the student first took the examination. Per HEA 1549 (2021), a student
may still satisfy this requirement despite not taking the graduation
examination during the 2020-2021 school year if the student was unable to
take the graduation examination due to the coronavirus disease
(COVID-19).

2. Complete remediation opportunities provided to the student by the school.
3. Maintain a school attendance rate of 95% or better over the course of the high

school experience (excused absences are not counted against a student’s
attendance rate).

4. Maintain a grade point average of “C” or better in the courses required for
graduation.

5. Satisfy local graduation requirements. Note that students with IEPs are not
required to meet requirements beyond state requirements (effective 2016).

6. Complete all of the following:
a. Meet the course and credit requirements for a General Diploma (including

the career academic sequence);
b. Complete a workforce readiness assessment; and
c. Complete at least one industry certification from the state board’s

approved industry certification list.

Schools should have documentation, retained locally, of reasons why any students did
not test this school year.

Please contact Michelle Clarke, MClarke@doe.in.gov, School Counseling Specialist,
with any questions.
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