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Dear D97 and D200 Families,

We are excited to introduce Handle With Care, a new partnership between the Oak Park Police
Department and local school districts designed to provide support for students who may be
experiencing trauma or difficult life circumstances. The goal of this program is to help create a
compassionate and understanding environment for students, ensuring that their emotional
well-being is prioritized alongside their academic growth.

What is the Handle With Care Program?

The Handle With Care Program is a proactive approach that encourages educators and law
enforcement to respond with extra care and support when students are dealing with challenging
situations at home or in their personal lives. The program aims to improve communication
between school staff and community partners, ensuring that students receive the resources and
attention they need.

How does it work?

e |[f a student is involved in a law enforcement situation that might affect their emotional or
mental well-being (such as a traumatic event at home), the police will email the
designated administrator, using the phrase “Handle With Care.”

e The designated administrator will confirm the student’s enroliment and then send an
email to the teacher(s) with the subject line "Handle With Care." The email will include
the student’s name, the Handle With Care Flow Chart D97 or D200 Handle With Care
Flyer, and teacher instructions.

e This allows teachers and school staff to be aware of the situation without revealing
personal details, and to approach the student with extra patience and support.

e Teachers can then provide additional understanding and accommodations in the
classroom to support the student’s needs.

Why is this important?

By participating in this program, we can ensure that every student feels safe, cared for, and
understood. When students experience trauma, it can affect their ability to focus, engage, and
succeed academically. The Handle With Care Program helps us meet these challenges
thoughtfully, respectfully, and effectively.

Thank you for your commitment to supporting our students' emotional well-being. We look
forward to working together to create a supportive and compassionate learning environment.

Sincerely,

Tri-Agency Safety Workgroup
(District 97, District 200, Oak Park Police Department)


https://www.safe2helpil.com/handle-with-care/#:~:text=The%20program%20is%20very%20simple,starts%20school%20the%20next%20day
https://campussuite-storage.s3.amazonaws.com/prod/735181/c9be791c-b8dc-11e6-bf0d-22000bd8490f/2942210/f4e1e5b8-1bc3-11f0-a9c0-0a58a9feac02/file/Handle%20WIth%20Care%20Flow%20Chart.pdf
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1B3xSq9F0rawt40gawerUHr-dwqh80G3L
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1B3xSq9F0rawt40gawerUHr-dwqh80G3L

Estimadas familias de Distritos 97 y 200,

Nos complace presentarles el programa "Handle With Care" (Tratar con Cuidado), una nueva
colaboracion entre el Departamento de Policia de Oak Park y los distritos escolares locales,
disenada para ofrecer apoyo a los estudiantes que puedan estar pasando situaciones
traumaticas o momento dificiles en su vida. El objetivo de este programa es ayudar a crear un
ambiente compasivo y comprensivo para los estudiantes, asegurando que su bienestar
emocional sea priorizado junto con su progreso académico.

¢ Qué es el programa Handle With Care?

El programa Handle With Care alienta a los educadores y a las autoridades policiales a
responder con mayor cuidado y apoyo adicional cuando los estudiantes enfrentan situaciones
dificiles en su hogar o en su vida personal. Este programa busca mejorar la comunicacién entre
el personal educativo y los miembros de la comunidad, asegurando que los estudiantes tengan
acceso a los recursos y la atencion necesaria.

¢ Como funciona?

e Siun estudiante esta involucrado en una situacion con las autoridades que pueda
afectar su bienestar emocional o mental (como un evento traumatico en casa), la policia
enviara un correo electrénico al administrador asignado, utilizando la frase "Handle
With Care" (Tratar con Cuidado)

e El administrador confirmara que el estudiante esta inscrito y enviara un correo
electrénico a los maestros bajo el titulo "Handle With Care". El mensaje incluira el
nombre del estudiante, el diagrama de flujo del programa Handle With Care D97, o el
volante de Handle With Care D200, y las instrucciones para los maestros.

e Esto permite que los maestros y el personal escolar estén al tanto de la situacion sin
revelar detalles personales y acercarse al estudiante con paciencia y apoyo adicionales.

e Los maestros podran ofrecer mas comprension y hacer ajustes en el salén de clases
para apoyar las necesidades del estudiante.

¢ Por qué es importante?

Este programa asegura que cada estudiante se sienta apoyado, protegido y comprendido.
Cuando los estudiantes enfrentan situaciones dificiles o traumaticas, esto puede afectar su
capacidad para concentrarse, participar y tener éxito académicamente. El programa Handle
With Care nos ayuda a manejar estos desafios de manera reflexiva, respetuosa y efectiva.

Gracias por su compromiso en apoyar el bienestar emocional de nuestros estudiantes.
Esperamos trabajar juntos para crear un ambiente de aprendizaje lleno de comprension y
compasion.

Atentamente,

Grupo de Trabajo de Seguridad de tres agencias
(Distrito 97, Distrito 200, Departamento de Policia de Oak Park)


https://www.safe2helpil.com/handle-with-care/#:~:text=The%20program%20is%20very%20simple,starts%20school%20the%20next%20day
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGfwYl3LU0/0gz0__0TXcxztJc8srpdgQ/edit
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1B3xSq9F0rawt40gawerUHr-dwqh80G3L

