
Infrastructure and Streetscape 
Upgrades Moved to 2026

WHAT IS IT?
Renew the Avenue will replace 100+ year-old infrastructure with new water and 
sewer pipes to deliver water to both businesses and residents in and adjacent to 
Oak Park Avenue’s Hemingway District. Following these infrastructure repairs and 
upgrades, new streetscaping will bring renewed life and energy to the district. 

WHAT IS THE STATUS OF THE PROJECT?
The Renew the Avenue project has been delayed. Construction is intended to take 
place beginning in March 2026 and continue through November 2026.
 
WHY THE DELAY?
The project is being delayed because the Village received only one construction 
bid, which was significantly higher than the approved budget for the work and was 
not a competitive bid. The design team is going to revise the scope of the project to 
be in line with the budget.

HOW CAN BUSINESSES IN THE DISTRICT PREPARE 
AND BENEFIT?
Three business assistance grant programs–and the deadlines for applying to them– 
have been extended to December 31, 2026. The grants help Hemingway District 
businesses upgrade their exterior façades, interiors, and social media marketing. 
Businesses now have more time and flexibility to make improvements before or 
during construction. The Village will communicate more details about how to apply 
for the business assistance grants in the near future. 

WHAT’S NEXT?
The Village intends to issue the construction bid in late summer 2025 for a 
proposed 2026 construction schedule. The project would start in March 2026 and 
be completed in late November 2026. The project team will continue to coordinate 
the project with the Hemingway Business District throughout this process.
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