
 

 

February 17, 2025 

 

Dear Members of the Oak Park Village Board, 

On behalf of the Hemingway Business District Board, we are writing in support of Village Engineer Bill 
McKenna's recommendation to move the Renew the Avenue Streetscape Project to 2026. We 
understand from his review, that the single bid received for the project, is not competitive and is 
significantly over the budgeted amount. Given these circumstances, we support the recommendation to 
reject the bid and delay construction until 2026 in order to refine the project design and encourage 
more competitive bidding. 

Additionally, we strongly support and thank the Village for its plan to imminently commence the 
expansion of three grant programs—the Commercial Interior Improvement Grant, the Commercial 
Façade Improvement Grant, and the Commercial Social Media Grant— and extend them until 
December 31, 2026. These programs will provide vital resources to businesses impacted by the project 
and ensure that they can take full advantage of them.  Additionally, we would like to thank Cameron 
Davis and Emily Egan in Business Services for their tireless efforts in securing these incentives for our 
Business District. 

Thank you for your leadership and for considering our support of this recommendation. We look forward 
to continuing our collaboration to enhance the Hemingway Business District and ensure the success of 
the Renew the Avenue Streetscape Project. 
 
Sincerely, 
​
The Hemingway District Board 
 
Moses Valdez, President 
Robin Titus Schwadron, Vice President 
Wendy Giardina, Secretary 
Chris Griffith 
Jill Jerome 
Patrick Mason, Treasurer 
Lourdes Nichols 
Allison Rosenwinkle 


