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Mea Blauer – Mea is the Sr. Civil Engineer for SMC.  Her duties include performing site inspections for 
compliance with the Lake County Watershed Development Ordinance and organizing the DECI workshop. Mea 
has previously worked for Lake County Planning, Building and Development Department for 8 years and Lake 
County Soil and Water Conservation District for 8 years. She is a Certified Professional in Erosion and Sediment 
Control and a Certified Floodplain Manager. She received her B.S. in Geography from the University of Iowa and 
Master’s in Environmental Management from Northeastern Illinois University. 
  
Mea Blauer, CPESC, CFM 
Lake County Stormwater Management Commission 
500 W. Winchester Road 
Libertyville, IL 60048 
(847) 377-7701 
iblauer2@lakecountyil.gov 
www.lakecountyil.gov 
 
 
 
 
 
Paul Guardi – Paul is a resident construction engineer for the Lake County Division of Transportation.  LCDOT 

acts as DECIs on its own projects. Paul has a bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering from the University of Illinois 

at Chicago. His degree focus was in Hydrology, Hydraulic Design and Traffic Engineering. His goal is to one day 

become a CPESC. 

 
Paul Guardi, P.E., DECI 

Principal Resident Engineer 

Lake County Division of Transportation 

Cell:  (847) 878-9125 

Main Office: (847) 377-7400 

Email: pguardi@lakecountyil.gov 
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Nikki Pisula -- Nikki Pisula is a project manager for Weaver Consultants Group of Naperville where she is the 

stormwater lead for the Environmental Practice Group.   Nikki obtained her bachelors and masters degrees in 

biological science from Eastern Illinois University in 2008 and 2010 respectively.   Ms. Pisula has over 9 years of 

experience and she has worked with a variety of clients in the Chicagoland area, primarily in transportation and 

utility related work.  Ms. Pisula holds the following certifications: Designated Erosion Control Inspector, Certified 

Professional in Erosion and Sediment Control, Certified Wetland Specialist in Lake and McHenry Counties, and 

Professional Wetland Scientist.  Her sediment and erosion experience includes stormwater permits, SWPPP 

preparation, stormwater inspections, training, and assistance with the MS4 program for multiple 

communities.  Ms. Pisula also has a solid background in wetland delineations and local/state/federal permitting. 

 
Nikki Pisula, DECI, CPESC, CWS, PWS 
Project Manager 
Weaver Consultants Group 
1316 Bond Street | Suite 108  
Naperville, IL 60563 
O: 630-717-4848 | F: 630-717-4850 | M: 224-423-3487 
www.wcgrp.com | npisula@wcgrp.com 
 
 
 
 
Steve McChesney – For the last 17 years Mr. McChesney has focused on assisting public and private sector 

clients with National Pollution Discharge Elimination System compliance. He has extensive paperwork 

experience preparing hundreds of Notices of Intents, Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plans, and soil erosion 

and sediment control plans. In addition, he oversees ongoing construction-site compliance programs at dozens 

of active construction sites throughout northeastern Illinois and has submitted over 10,000 observation reports. 

Steve develops designs to apply custom BMPs where needed. He was one of the first consultants in 

northeastern Illinois to receive his CPESC certification and has been a Designated Erosion Control Inspector since 

the program’s inception in Lake Co. 

 

Steve McChesney, CPESC 

Hey and Associates, Inc. 

Engineering, Ecology, and Landscape Architecture 

847.404.3321 

smcchesney@heyassoc.com 
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mailto:smcchesney@heyassoc.com


 

 

 

Thomas Kaczmarski - Tom is an experienced Strategic Account Manager specializing in creating and growing 

profitable businesses for both Badger Daylighting (North America’s largest hydrovac excavation company) and 

Waste Management (North America’s largest environmental management company). Tom excels at bringing 

safe, reliable and cost-effective solutions to his company’s customers. Career highlights include helping Badger 

grow their Pacific Region from 5 trucks to over 100 trucks during the past few years and managing WM’s launch 

their Recycle America business unit and several other start-up ventures over a 26-year career. 

 

Thomas M. Kaczmarski 

Strategic Account Manager – Upper Midwest Region 

M 408-205-9011   

tkaczmarski@badgerinc.com 

www.badgerinc.com 

 

 

Paul Bollinger – Paul Bollinger is a DECI, Certified Wetland Specialist in Lake County, a Professional Wetland 

Scientist through the Society of Wetland Scientists and has a Master’s of Science Degree in Botany from 

Northern Michigan University.  Mr. Bollinger has over 20 years’ experience in the environmental field and 

started his own firm Bollinger Environmental, Inc. over 10 years ago. Work includes wetland delineations, 

section 404 authorizations, best management practices and stormwater detention design, vegetative monitoring 

and many more ecologically related projects in fourteen different states.  Paul is the Botany instructor for the 

Midwest Plant Identification Course, which includes students from government agencies as well as 

environmental consultants. 

 

Paul Bollinger, DECI, CWS, PWS 
Bollinger Environmental, Inc. 
4901 Forest Avenue, Suite C 
Downers Grove, Illinois 60515 
 
Office Phone:  630-968-1960 
Cell Phone:  630-487-0262 
Email:  pbollinger@bollingerenvironmental.com 
Website:  http://bollingerenvironmental.com/ 
 
 

mailto:tkaczmarski@badgerinc.com
http://www.badgerinc.com/
mailto:pbollinger@bollingerenvironmental.com
http://bollingerenvironmental.com/


 

 
 

Robert Livingston – Robert (Bob) Livingston is the owner of GreenLine Synergy and Creative Edge Landscapes, 

LLC, both in Twin Lakes, WI. Bob started in the industry when he was 12 where he worked alongside relatives 

and friends at a local nursery. He continued working in the industry while obtaining his fine arts degree from the 

Milwaukee Institute of Art and Design (MIAD). Bob remained in the industry working for a small landscaping firm 

and then ventured out on his own, starting Creative Edge Landscapes, LLC in 2006 and then GreenLine Synergy 

in 2009 only to expand Creative Edge Landscapes with a Millworks Division that celebrates urban forestry in 

2011. His love of nature and landscaping, along with his formal arts education, enhances his insight into the 

green industry providing him with unique skills that he applies in all areas of each business – whether it be 

project design or creative problem solving.  

GreenLine Synergy was established in 2009. Robert (Bob) Livingston, owner, had worked in the green industry 

for many years and on various conservation projects and was never truly satisfied with the amount of time it 

takes for traditional products and methods to become established. He was looking for something that would 

provide almost immediate stabilization to withstand the various conditions post construction and require 

minimal maintenance.  

While working in a greenhouse one day he noticed that there was grass germinating in gravel. It really didn’t 

seem like much at the time but inspired him to experiment with traditional materials with the idea of trying to 

limit the amount of time needed for traditional growing and installation methods. Bob started testing a variety 

of native seed mixes and mat types in order to create a new product that would be actively growing upon 

installation. After some trial and error, he developed a process that could minimize the time and effort and 

withstand the various elements that almost always cause uncertainty on projects.  

The patent process began before GreenLine Synergy was developed and over the years Bob used his pre-

vegetated blankets on some of his own Creative Edge Landscapes, LLC projects. It was through his “in the field” 

testing on his own projects that he was able to see how the pre-vegetated blanket responded and was able to 

develop a finalized process, which is what is patented and used today.  

GreenLine Synergy’s pre-vegetated blanket process was officially patented in April of 2015. Since then, our pre-

vegetated blankets have been used on numerous projects ranging from private homes to Department of 

Transportation (DOT) projects to municipality projects. 

 

 

GreenLine Synergy 

215 Burden Ave 

Twin Lakes, WI 53181 

262-877-3741 

grow@greenlinesynergy.net 

mailto:grow@greenlinesynergy.net


 

 

 

Mark Pranckus – Mark Pranckus is a senior consultant with over 20 years of experience in natural resource 

management, ecological and stream restoration. He leads stream assessment, design, construction, and 

construction oversight project teams throughout the upper Midwest including working on coldwater trout 

streams in northern Minnesota and addressing streams in urban and agricultural landscapes. He holds a BS in 

Biology from Indiana University and a MS in environmental biology from the University of Minnesota-Duluth. 

 

Mark Pranckus 
SENIOR CONSULTANT 
CARDNO 
Direct +1 715 533 4228   
Mobile +1 715 533 4228   
6130 Cottonwood Drive, Fitchburg, WI 53719 
Email mark.pranckus@cardno.com 
Web www.cardno.com 
 
 

 

Scott Griffith – Scott Griffith, PE is a Certified Professional in Soil Erosion and Sediment Control (CPESC) and Lake 

County Designated Erosion Control Inspector (DECI). He also spends time as a Enforcement Officer (EO) for 

several communities in Lake County.  He received his BS in Civil Engineering in 2005 for Purdue University. Over 

the last 15 years he has spent time with Christopher B. Burke Engineering and the Lake County Stormwater 

Management Commission. He is currently a Water Resources Project Manager with Christopher B. Burke 

Engineering.  In his free time in can be found on a golf course, watching his kids activities or checking the food 

on the grill.   

 

Scott Griffith 

Water Resources Project Manager 

Christopher B. Burke Engineering, Ltd. 

9575 W. Higgins Road, Suite 600  Rosemont, IL 60018 

Phone:  (847) 823-0500  Cell:  (847) 651-0909 

E-Mail:  sgriffith@cbbel.com 

www.cbbel.com 

 

mailto:mark.pranckus@cardno.com
http://www.cardno.com/
mailto:sgriffith@cbbel.com
http://www.cbbel.com/


 

 

Darren Olson --  Darren Olson, PE has been a Designated Erosion Control Inspector (DECI) since the inception of 

the program and is also an Enforcement Officer (EO) for a several communities in Lake County.  He earned his BS 

in Civil Engineering from the University of Illinois at Urbana in 1997 and earned a Master’s degree in Civil 

Engineering a year later from the same university.  In 2003, he earned his Master’s of Business Administration 

from the Kellogg School of Management at Northwestern University.  Currently, he is Vice President and 

Assistant Department Head in the Water Recourses Department at Christopher B. Burke Engineering, where he 

has worked since 1998.   Darren has held numerous volunteer leadership positions within the American Society 

of Civil Engineers (ASCE).  He currently sits on the ASCE National Committee on America’s Infrastructure, which 

produces the Report Card on America’s Infrastructure.  To add to his volunteerism, Olson also served on the 

Illinois Lieutenant Governor Science Advisory Committee from 2012-2014. 

 
 
Darren T. Olson, PE, CFM, D.WRE 
Senior Water Resources Project Manager 
Christopher B. Burke Engineering, Ltd. 
9575 W. Higgins Road, Suite 600  Rosemont, IL 60018 
Phone:  (847) 823-0500  Fax:  (847) 318-9793 
E-Mail:  dolson@cbbel.com 
www.cbbel.com 
 
 
 
Caitlin Burke – Caitlin Burke is an Environmental Consultant with Gewalt Hamilton Associates, with 7 years of 
experience in wetland delineations, permitting, and MS4 stormwater compliance for local municipalities. Caitlin 
received her BS in Environmental Science from the University of Notre Dame, and MS in Environmental 
Toxicology & Risk Assessment from Indiana University.  Caitlin lives in downtown Chicago where she keeps busy 
with indoor rock climbing, live music, and exploring the riverfront parks.   
 
 
 
Caitlin Burke, CWS 
Environmental Consultant 
Gewalt Hamilton Associates, Inc., An Employee Owned Company 
625 Forest Edge Drive, Vernon Hills, Illinois 60061 
Office: (847) 478-9700 | Fax: (847) 478-9701 
Direct: (847) 821-6256 | Email: cburke@gha-engineers.com 
www.gha-engineers.com 
 
 
 
 

mailto:dolson@cbbel.com
http://www.cbbel.com/
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http://www.gha-engineers.com/


 

 
 
 
Tom Rychlik -- Tom Rychlik is a Senior Civil Engineer at Gewalt Hamilton Associates, with licenses in Illinois, 
Wisconsin, Kentuky, Florida and Ohio.  Tom has 23 years of engineering experience, generally focused on 
municipal, park district, and commercial drainage projects.  He completed a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineer 
Degree from Iowa State University, and a Master’s in Business Administration from Lake Forest Graduate School 
of Management.Tom and his wife Amber live in Hawthorn Woods, Illinois with their two energetic children, ages 
fourteen and ten.  Beyond his family and career, Tom is an avid gamer, sailor, and hobbyist.   
 
 
Thomas A. Rychlik, P.E., LEED-AP, Senior Engineer 
Gewalt Hamilton Associates, Inc., An Employee Owned Company 
625 Forest Edge Drive, Vernon Hills, Illinois 60061 
Office: 847-478-9700 | Fax: 847-478-9701 
Direct: 847-821-6230 | email: trychlik@gha-engineers.com 
www.gha-engineers.com 
 
 
 
 
Chris Hanchett -- Chris is a Project Manager with V3 Companies in their Water Resources Group.  He is 
experienced in the performance of hydrologic and hydraulic analyses associated with floodplain and stormwater 
management, streambank and shoreline stabilization, wetland and ecological restoration and other water 
resources related projects. 
 
 
Chris Hanchett, P.E., CFM, CPESC  
Project Manager 
V3 Companies  
7325 Janes Avenue, Woodridge, IL 60517 
P 630.729.6326 
C 630.433.7834 
E chanchett@v3co.com 
 

mailto:trychlik@gha-engineers.com
http://www.gha-engineers.com/
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