This year Cork County Library and Arts Services has a range of creative activities to celebrate Bealtaine, the festival that celebrates creativity as we age. 
There are free writing classes in Dunmanway, Fermoy and Kinsale. The Men’s Storytelling Group returns to Dunmanway Library. Art and craft fans will have classes available in Millstreet, Kanturk and Mitchelstown. 
Bantry, Skibbereen, Mallow and Fermoy libraries will play host to the hugely successful Down Memory Lane Music café series. The event features the wonderful pairing of singer Linda Kenny and entertainer-extraordinaire Maurice Healy on vocals/piano, as they take us on a nostalgic trip through song, story and laughter. Special guest is the brilliant raconteur and singer Seán Ó Sé.
Historian Melissa Shiels will this year teach people how to dance in the Regency style – made popular with screen adaptations of Jane Austen’s work and also Bridgerton. Comfortable clothing rather than corsets and silk slippers are required. Join this once-off opportunity in Bandon or Cobh. 
Cork County Council’s recently appointed heritage specialist in residence, historian Shannon Forde, will lead an interactive workshop entitled Sustainable Heritage: Living in Harmony with the land in Passage West and Carrigaline libraries.  This is an opportunity to share your own memories, insights, and connections to the land. Participants are welcome to bring relevant items, such as old photographs or memorabilia, that resonate with the theme of living in harmony with the land. This might include items like old farming photographs, knitting patterns or railway memorabilia. 
On 10th May, photographer Anna Groniecka’s exhibition ‘The Road Less Travelled’ will open at 6pm in LHQ Gallery, Library Building, Cork County Hall. Over the last year the Clonakilty-based artist has photographed people across the County who contribute to culture and community development. The exhibition includes 21 portraits, including librarian Nora Levis, Chair of the Cork County Older Peoples Council Liz Downes and founder of the Mallow Arts Festival Tadhg Curtis and many more. The exhibition will run from 10th to 31st May.
The 2021 feature documentary The Art of Living, featuring people from across Cork, will be screened in the Mercer Institute for Successful Ageing, St. James’ Hospital, Dublin 8 on Friday 17th May at 1pm. This will be followed by a panel discussion with filmmaker Cormac O’Connor and some participants from the film. 
Please see below for the full schedule:
	Bealtaine Schedule
	Activity
	Time
	Venue

	Wednesdays 1st, 8th & 15th May
	Tina Pisco: Creative Writing 
	10am – 12pm
	Dunmanway Library


	Thursday 2nd May
	Marie O’Halloran: Creative Writing
	11am – 1pm
	Fermoy Library

	[bookmark: _Hlk165380491]Thursday 2nd May
	Down Memory Lane Concert
	11am- 12pm
	Bantry Library

	Thursday 2nd May
	Down Memory Lane Concert
	2.30 – 3.30pm
	Skibbereen Library

	Friday 10th – 31st May
	The Road Less Travelled: exhibition by Anna Groniecka
	Opening: 6pm 7pm then Mon – Fri 9am – 5.30pm
	LHQ, Cork County Hall.

	Saturday 11th May
	Eleanor O’Kelly-Lynch Creative Writing
	2.30pm – 4pm
	Fermoy Library

	Tuesday 14th May 
	Down Memory Lane Concert
	11am- 12pm
	Mallow Library

	Tuesday 14th May
	Down Memory Lane Concert
	2.30 – 3.30pm
	Fermoy Library

	Thursday 16th & 23rd May
	Paddy O’Brien: Men’s Storytelling Group-
	11am – 12pm
	Dunmanway Library

	Thursday 16th May
	Siobhán O’Connor: Art & collage workshop 
	11am – 1pm
	Kanturk Library

	Friday 17th May
	Shannon Forde 
	2pm – 3.30pm
	Carrigaline Library

	Friday 17th May
	Amanda Wright: Macramé Art
	11am – 12.30pm
	Millstreet Library

	Friday 17th May
	Cormac O’Connor: the Art of Living film screening
	1pm – 2.30pm
	MISA, St. James’ Hospital, Dublin 8.

	Wednesday 22nd May
	Ann Lambe: Paper Art
	4pm – 5.30pm
	Mitchelstown Library

	Thursday 23rd May
	Eleanor O’Kelly-Lynch: Creative Writing 
	11am – 12.30pm
	Kinsale Library
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	Melissa Shiels: Regency Dance class for beginners
	11am – 12pm
	Bandon Library

	Thursday 30th May
	Melissa Shiels: Regency Dance class for beginners
	12pm – 1pm
	Cobh Library

	Friday 31st May
	Shannon Forde
	11am – 1pm
	Passage West Library







