STATE BOARD OF LAND COMMISSIONERS
August 20, 2024
Regular Agenda

Subject

Land Board approval of General Counsel

Question Presented

Shall the Land Board approve the Director's selection of general counsel for Idaho
Department of Lands?

Background

During the 2024 Idaho Legislative Session, the Idaho Legislature passed Senate Bill 1292
which amended Idaho Code § 58-120 to require the Director of the Idaho Department of
Lands (Department) to hire general counsel, subject to approval by the State Board of Land
Commissioners (Land Board). Under the amended statute, general counsel for the
Department is to be independent of the Office of the Attorney General, but may consult
with the Office of the Attorney General. The amended statute also allows for the hiring of
additional counsel for the Department, or the ability to contract with the Office of the
Attorney General for legal services.

Discussion

The Department advertised the general counsel position for a two-week period in May 2024.
Applications and resumes were reviewed by the Department's executive and human
resources staff. Director Dustin Miller and Deputy Director Bill Haagenson took the lead on
conducting interviews of several applicants in June. Land Board staff members representing
the Attorney General, State Controller, and Secretary of State served on the interview panel
as well. Following these interviews, a decision was made to readvertise for a longer period of
time and cast a broader net. In the interim, to ensure the Department was not without legal
representation at the start of the new fiscal year, consistent with the revised statute, the
Department hired two attorneys who will report to the general counsel. Both individuals
previously supported the Department while employed by the Office of the Attorney General.
In addition, the Department hired a legal assistant to support the legal team.

Following the second application period for general counsel, the panelists interviewed
several candidates and agreed on a candidate to recommend that the Department hire,
upon approval by the Land Board.

The Department appreciates the support of the Office of the Attorney General and the
assistance of Land Board staff throughout the legal representation transition process.
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Recommendation

Approve the Director's selection to serve as the Department's general counsel.

Board Action
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