
State Board of Land Commissioners
Chunker and Paddy Pond Timber Clearcuts

Regular Meeting – April 16, 2024 
Page 1 of 2 

STATE BOARD OF LAND COMMISSIONERS
April 16, 2024

Regular Agenda

Subject

Chunker and Paddy Pond Ton Timber Sales with clearcut harvest units exceeding 100 acres

Question Presented

Shall the Land Board approve the Chunker and Paddy Pond Ton Timber Sales with clearcut 
harvest units exceeding 100 acres?

Background

At its December 15, 2015 meeting, the State Board of Land Commissioners (Land Board) 
adopted a timber sale governance structure whereby the Idaho Department of Lands 
(Department) would only present individual proposed timber sales for Land Board approval 
that fall outside of established Land Board policies. Timber sales with clearcut harvest units 
exceeding 100 acres are one type of sale to be submitted for approval.

Discussion

The St. Joe Supervisory Area (Chunker) and the Payette Lakes Supervisory Area (Paddy Pond 
Ton) have each submitted a timber sale in the FY25 timber sales plan that have a clearcut 
harvest unit exceeding 100 acres in size.  

The Chunker timber sale area is within other Department and private ownership that has 
been previously managed (Attachments 1 and 2). The sale area is located 6 miles south of 
St. Maries, Idaho (Attachment 3). There are three units adjacent to each other totaling 
188 contiguous acres and described in detail in Attachment 4. Mortality continues to occur 
across the stand and needs immediate treatment to capture the highest value. Dense shrub 
and brush overstory will likely impede natural regeneration stocking resulting in 
underutilizing the site's potential. The site will be planted with a mix of seral species, which 
will be more resilient to the current insect and disease problems. Stands in the vicinity, 
managed by the Department, have been successfully planted to adequate stocking to 
maximize return to the beneficiaries. The sale has been prepared to meet the Forest 
Practices Act and the St. Joe Area Forest Asset Management Plan and was approved by the 
Timber Management Bureau (Attachment 5).

The Paddy Pond Ton timber sale area is within other Department and private ownership that 
has been previously managed (Attachments 6 and 7). The sale area is located 5 miles 
northeast of Donnelly, Idaho (Attachment 8). The sale area consists of two clearcuts with 
unit 2 being 115 acres in size and described in detail in Attachment 9. It is composed of 
overmature Engelmann spruce and grand fir that have had numerous spruce budworm 
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attacks. Clearcutting is needed to achieve higher stocking and reduce the timeframe for the 
next rotation. The sale area does not have permanent access. The lack of permanent access 
is a risk to schedule multiple entries of harvest needed for natural regeneration. The sale will 
be planted to maximize the site's economic potential. The sale has been prepared to meet 
the Forest Practices Act and the Payette Lakes Area Forest Asset Management Plan and was 
approved by the Timber Management Bureau (Attachment 10).

Both sales clearcut harvest units are silviculturally and economically justified. 

Recommendation 

Approve the Chunker and Paddy Pond Timber Sales. 

Board Action 

Attachments  

1. Chunker Ortho Map
2. Chunker Ownership Map
3. Chunker Vicinity Map
4. Chunker Clearcut Justification
5. Chunker Timber Bureau Approval
6. Paddy Pond Ton Ortho Map
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8. Paddy Pond Ton Vicinity Map
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10. Paddy Pond Ton Timber Bureau Approval
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Chunker Clearcut Justification

1. Treatment Description:

a) The stands are primarily composed of mature Grand fir with a minor component of Douglas-fir
and lodgepole pine. The stands will be clearcut and planted following harvest.

b) Clearcut Justification:

Clearcuts will help achieve Desired Future Conditions outlined in the St. Joe Supervisory Area’s
Forest Asset Management Plan. Clearcutting U1 (44 acres), U2 (89 acres) and U3 (55 acres) is
silviculturally and economically justified and complies with the Idaho Forest Practices Act.  The
three units are adjacent to each other and total 188 contiguous acres. A clearcut prescription will
be used to harvest existing stands and re-establish site specific species on the site. This
prescription will be used for the following reasons:

1) A dense shrub layer already exists in the understory and is likely impede the
establishment of natural regeneration. Following a natural pathway is likely to add 20 or
more years to the stands’ rotation and would result in underutilized sites with a low
relative stocking index and establishment of non desired species for the site.

2) The age of the dominant trees ranges from 70 to 180 years old, with an average age of
110 years old. Both stands exhibit high levels of defect. This site is located within our
identified fragipan soil zone, which is a high water table accompanied by poor drainage
and mainly dense clay soils.

3) Endemic levels of scolitis are present within the Grand fir.

4) Clearcutting will minimize the number of entries into the area, reduce disturbance and
erosion and expedite regeneration by planting site specific trees.

c) Forest Improvement Activity:

Both units will require a waving wand herbicide application prior to planting. Once sprayed, the
units will be planted with 400 trees per acre. The species mix will be Lodgepole pine,
Ponderosa pine, Western larch and Douglas fir.  The plantations adjacent to the proposed
clearcut units are currently successful and this regiment has been successful on the area many
times.
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Paddy Pond Ton Unit 2 Clearcut Justification

1. Treatment Description:

a) The sale area consists of two non-contiguous clearcut units. Unit 2 (115 acres) is primarily
composed of mature Engelmann spruce and grand fir with a moderate component of Douglas-
fir and a minor component of western larch and lodgepole pine. The unit will require an
herbicide treatment prior to being planted.

b) Clearcut Justification:

The proposed clearcut prescription will help achieve Desired Future Conditions outlined in the
Payette Lakes Supervisory Area’s Forest Asset Management Plan. Clearcutting Unit 2 is
silviculturally and economically justified and complies with the Idaho Forest Practices Act. A
clearcut prescription will be used to harvest the existing stand and re-establish seral species
on the site. This prescription will be used for the following reasons:

1) The stand is primarily composed of overmature Engelmann spruce and grand fir that have
been subject to numerous attacks from the spruce budworm. There is also a significant
amount of dwarf mistletoe in the Douglas-fir and western larch.

2) Following a natural pathway, such as a seed tree prescription, is likely to add 20 or more
years to the stand’s rotation and would result in an underutilized site with a low relative
stocking index.

3) The age of the dominant trees ranges from 80 to 130 years, with an average age of 110
years.

4) Clearcutting will minimize the number of entries into the area, reduce disturbance and
erosion, minimize the spread of disease, and expedite regeneration by planting larch and
Englemann spruce.

5) The clearcut unit is located on state ownership that does not possess permanent access.
The state was able to acquire temporary access for this sale. The lack of permanent access
makes multiple entry silvicultural prescriptions challenging. The uncertainty of future access
creates economic risk if harvest scheduling was to be conducted over multiple timber sales.

c) Forest Improvement Activity:

Unit 2 will require an herbicide application prior to planting. Once sprayed, the unit will be
planted with 303 trees per acre of western larch and Engelmann spruce.

ATTACHMENT 9

silviculturally and economically justified and complies with the Idaho Forest Practices Act.
clearcut prescription will be used to harvest the existing stand
on the site. This prescription will be used for the following reasons:

The stand is primarily composed of overmature Engelmann spruce and grand fir
been subject to numerous attacks from the spruce budworm. There 
amount of dwarf mistletoe in the Douglas fir and western larch

2) Following a natural pathway, such as a seed tree prescription, is likely to add 20 or more
years to the stand’s rotation and would result in an underutilized site with a low relative
stocking index.

he age of the dominant years, with an average age of 110

ing will minimize the number of entries into the area, reduce disturbance and
erosion, minimize the spread of disease, and expedite regeneration by planting larch and

 unit is located on state ownership that does not possess permanent access.

ing will minimize the number of entries into the area, reduce disturbance and

the stand’s rotation and would result in an underutilized site with a low relativethe stand’s rotation and would result in an underutilized site with a low relative
stocking index.

the stand’s rotation and would result in an underutilized site with a low relativethe stand’s rotation and would result in an underutilized site with a low relativethe stand’s rotation and would result in an underutilized site with a low relativeyears to the stand’s rotation and would result in an underutilized site with a low relativethe stand’s rotation and would result in an underutilized site with a low relativethe stand’s rotation and would result in an underutilized site with a low relative
stocking index.

ural pathway, such as a seed tree prescription, is likely to add 20 or more

fir and western larch.

rimarily composed of overmature Engelmann spruce and grand fir
from the spruce budworm

fir and western larch

rimarily composed of overmature Engelmann spruce and grand fir
been subject to numerous attacks

on the site. This prescription will be used for the following reasons:
clearcut prescription will be used to harvest the 
on the site. This prescription will be used for the following reasons:

ing will minimize the number of entries into the area, reduce disturbance and
erosion, minimize the spread of disease, and expedite regeneration by planting larch and

ing will minimize the number of entries into the area, reduce disturbance anding will minimize the number of entries into the area, reduce disturbance and

years, with an average age of 110, with an average age of 110minant trees ranges from 80 to 130 years, with an average age of 110

ing will minimize the number of entries into the area, reduce disturbance and

rimarily composed of overmature Engelmann spruce and grand fir
been subject to numerous attacks from the spruce budworm
amount of dwarf mistletoe in the Douglas-fir and western larch

ural pathway, such as a seed tree prescription, is likely to add 20 or more

amount of dwarf mistletoe in the Douglas

minant

ural pathway, such as a seed tree prescription, is likely to add 20 or more

he age of the dominanthe age of the do

Following a natFollowing a nat

amount of dwarf mistletoe in the Douglas

years to
stocking index.
years to
stocking index.
years to the stand’s rotation and would result in an underutilized site with a low relative
stocking index.

the stand’s rotation and would result in an underutilized site with a low relativethe stand’s rotation and would result in an underutilized site with a low relativethe stand’s rotation and would result in an underutilized site with a low relativethe stand’s rotation and would result in an underutilized site with a low relativethe stand’s rotation and would result in an underutilized site with a low relativethe stand’s rotation and would result in an underutilized site with a low relativethe stand’s rotation and would result in an underutilized site with a low relativethe stand’s rotation and would result in an underutilized site with a low relativethe stand’s rotation and would result in an underutilized site with a low relativethe stand’s rotation and would result in an underutilized site with a low relativethe stand’s rotation and would result in an underutilized site with a low relativethe stand’s rotation and would result in an underutilized site with a low relativethe stand’s rotation and would result in an underutilized site with a low relativethe stand’s rotation and would result in an underutilized site with a low relativethe stand’s rotation and would result in an underutilized site with a low relativethe stand’s rotation and would result in an underutilized site with a low relativethe stand’s rotation and would result in an underutilized site with a low relative
stocking index.

he age of the dominant

ing will minimize the number of entries into the area, reduce disturbance and
erosion, minimize the spread of disease, and expedite regeneration by planting larch and
Englemann spruce

 unit is located on state ownership that does not possess permanent access.

rimarily composed of overmature Engelmann spruce and grand fir
been subject to numerous attacks

on the site. This prescription will be used for the following reasons:on the site. This prescription will be used for the following reasons:on the site. This prescription will be used for the following reasons:

rimarily composed of overmature Engelmann spruce and grand firrimarily composed of overmature Engelmann spruce and grand firrimarily composed of overmature Engelmann spruce and grand firrimarily composed of overmature Engelmann spruce and grand fir
from the spruce budwormfrom the spruce budworm

fir and western larch

ural pathway, such as a seed tree prescription, is likely to add 20 or more

ing will minimize the number of entries into the area, reduce disturbance anding will minimize the number of entries into the area, reduce disturbance and
erosion, minimize the spread of disease, and expedite regeneration by planting larch anderosion, minimize the spread of disease, and expedite regeneration by planting larch and

ing will minimize the number of entries into the area, reduce disturbance and
erosion, minimize the spread of disease, and expedite regeneration by planting larch and

ing will minimize the number of entries into the area, reduce disturbance and

years, with an average age of 110

silviculturally and economically justified and complies with the Idaho Forest Practices Act.
clearcut prescription will be used to harvest
on the site. This prescription will be used for the following reasons:

The stand is primarily composed of overmature Engelmann spruce and grand fir
been subject to numerous attacks
amount of dwarf mistletoe in the Douglasamount of dwarf mistletoe in the Douglas



TIMBER MANAGEMENT BUREAU

MEMORANDUM

ATTACHMENT 10




