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STATE BOARD OF LAND COMMISSIONERS 
January 16, 2024 

Information Agenda 

Subject 
Forest Legacy Program Overview 

Background 
The Forest Legacy Program anticipates bringing several projects to the Land Board in 2024. 
This is an overview of the Forest Legacy Program for discussion and to address any questions 
from Land Board members.  

Discussion 
The Forest Legacy Program is a voluntary initiative Idaho has participated in for two decades. 
The program's intent is to keep working forests working. Forest Legacy empowers private 
landowners to safeguard their forestland for perpetual timber production. Under the 
program, landowners voluntarily sell their development rights at market value, but retain 
land ownership, management, and revenue from their land while continuing to pay property 
taxes. Idaho holds the development rights in trust. 

Land enrolled in the program provides a steady, reliable supply of sawlogs and fiber for 
industry and future mill infrastructure investments. Because the program reduces urban 
sprawl in the Wildland Urban Interface, wildfire risks are mitigated, leaving communities 
safer. The program bolsters local economies by safeguarding rural jobs and keeping property 
on county tax rolls. It expands recreational access because industrial landowners often open 
these private lands for public use for hunting, fishing, and non-motorized recreation. It also 
preserves wildlife habitat, water quality, and scenic landscapes. 

Idaho competes for grant money from the US Forest Service to fund Forest Legacy projects. 
Grant funding stems from congressional authorizations and offshore oil drilling royalties. 
Participating landowners contribute a 25% match, typically via tax-deductible donations. 

To date, there are 103,252 acres that are in the Forest Legacy Program. Idaho has grants in 
place to secure an additional 33,157 acres, and Idaho is currently competing for grants to 
enroll approximately 100,653 more acres in the Forest Legacy Program. 

Attachments  
1. Forest Legacy Program Fact Sheet 
2. Map 
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