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IDL leases

Payette Lakes

lands to
county

BY DREW DODSON

THE STAR-News

Publicaccesstoover 1,200 acres
of state endowment land fronting
Payette Lake could be preserved
until 2025 under a lease signed
last week by Valley Countyand the
Idaho Department of Lands.

Theleaseappliestoabout 1,037
acresalongthe southern portionof
Warren Wagon Road near McCall,
aswell as 165 acres along Eastside
Drive south of Lucks Point.

The purpose of the lease is to
protect water quality in Payette
Lake and maintain public access
to the lands for camping, hiking,
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foraging, snowmobilingand
otherrecreational activities.

However, itdoes not pre-
vent the lands department
from selling or exchanging
thelandssubjecttothelease,
leasing the land for other
useslike mining, orrevoking
the lease in favor of a more
profitablelease application.

“Currently, there is no
other plan for this leased
area,” said Sharla Arledge,
an IDL spokesperson.

The lease takes effect
today and expires Dec. 31,
2024. The state will earn
about$11,667 fromthelease
in2023 and $20,000 from the
lease in 2024.

The Eastside Drive parcel
is an access point to Payette
National Forest land and
the Crestline Trail through
mountains east of Payette
Lake.

The land along Warren
Wagon Road contains snow-

mobile trails and is the most
visible endowment land
from the shores of Payette
Lake, including Legacy Park
in McCall.

“Thisisawin-winforIDL,
Valley County and all who
enjoythesebeautifullands,”
said Jeff Mousseau of United
Payette, a local advocacy
group that funded the lease.

The short-term leases
are aimed at giving United
Payette time to raise money
for conservation easements
that would permanently
restrict future development
on the endowment lands.

So far, a permanent
conservation easement on
endowment land has never
been authorized by the State
Board of Land Commission-
ers, Arledge said.

In addition to preserv-
ing public access, the lease
allows the county to do
trail maintenance and im-
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provement projects with
permission from the lands
department.

The county may apply to
renew the lease next April,
but could be forced to com-
pete for the lease at auction
if the lands department
receives other applications
for use of the lands.

“This is such a positive
for our community,” Valley
County Commissioner Sher-
ryMaupin said. “We need to
just continue onward and
forward with this.”

Theleaseisheld by Valley
County, but was funded by
United Payette, which has
raised more than $100,000
to pay for short-term recre-
ation leases with the lands
department.

The lease covers about
20% ofthe 5,197 acres of Pay-
ette Lake endowment land
on which United Payette
hopes to secure short-term
leases under aplan adopted
last fall.

The next endowment
land parcels the coalition
and the county will target
for short-term recreation
leases have not yet been
determined.

Most of the endowment
land the coalition hopes to
conserve is contained in
nearly3,500acres surround-
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thestate’smanagementplan
forPayette Lake endowment
lands, which was adopted
in 2021.

However, the coalition’s
plan encourages selling
about 160 acres, or 58% less
thanthe377acresthatcould
be sold off within 20 years
under the state’s manage-
ment plan.

In September, the lands
departmentsold 2.5 acres of
endowmentland on Cougar
Island in Payette Lake.

The auction marked the
first recommended by the
managementplan, thoughit
was authorized by the State
Land Board years before the
2021 management plan was
drafted.

A 3.2-acre parcel on Pay-
ette Drive near Warren
Wagon Road and 20 acres
of commercial land along
Deinhard Lane near Spring
Mountain Boulevard could
bethenextstateland parcels
slated for auction under the

plan.

However, there is no cur-
rent timeline for any future
auctions, whichwillbe influ-
enced bymarketconditions,
Arledge said.

The lands department
operates under a mandate
in the Idaho constitution to
maximize long-term earn-
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