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Alter your
wildfire risk

BY DUSTIN MILLER

DireCToR OF THE [DAHO DEPARTMENT OF LANDS

We know the Smokey Bear saying by heart:
“Onlyyoucan prevent forest fires.” Buteveryyear,
nationally, around 80% of wildfires are caused
by humans.

That jumps to more than 90% of fires whenyou
look at what the Idaho Department of Lands has
responded to this year. It could be a thrown ciga-
rette,adebrisburningpile not carefullywatched, a
campfireleftburning, dragging chains, or parking
on dry grass. The list goes on.

There is no room for mistakes when looking to
protectour communities and ournatural resourc-
es fromwildfire. Thesignificant precipitation that
we received thiswinter and spring hasresulted in
alot of fine fuel growth, and as temperatures rise
those fuelsdrywhich increasestherisk ofwildfire.

The reminders to prevent wildfires are hard
to miss, be it from IDL or our partner agencies.
Among them: Make sure your fire is dead out.
Don’t drag chains or drive vehicles on dry grass.
Be careful when target shooting. Don’t use ille-
gal fireworks. There are too many reminders to
include here.

However, despite the abundance of these
messages, and the ever-ready online resources,
brochures, news reports, social media posts, and
pleas to prevent wildfires, human-caused fires
still occur in alarming numbers. They outpace
lightning-caused fires nearly every year.

So, given all of this, who canreverse this trend?
Like Smokey wisely says...Only you can prevent
wildfire!

The Idaho Department of Lands is ready for
this wildfire season. We have increased our staff
and our wildfire resources.

We are stationed strategically to aggressively
fight fires when they are first reported. We are
beginning to use state of the art mountain-top
camera technology to help us detect fires even
more quickly so that we can decrease our re-
sponse time.

Controlling fires quickly, before they grow,
saves valuable natural resources and tax dollars.
Last fire season we stopped 92% of fires at 10
acres or less.

We are doing our part to protect Idaho from
wildfire. But we need your commitment to help
prevent accidental fires. Only you can do your
part to prevent wildfire.




