
  
 

 

Kim Reynolds 
Adam Gregg 

 

Stephen Larson 

1918 SE Hulsizer Road, Ankeny, Iowa 50021-3941   PH 866.IowaABD or 515.281.7400   https://abd.iowa.gov 

Governor of Iowa 
Lieutenant Governor 
 

Administrator 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 
To:  Local Authorities 
 
From:  Stephanie Strauss, Government Relations Officer 
 
Date:  July 15, 2019 
 
Re:  2019 Alcohol Law Changes 
 

 
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide you with an overview of law changes effective July 1, 2019, 
that may impact your licensing and/or regulatory responsibilities related to alcoholic beverage control.   
These law changes are the result of the passage of Senate File 618, the Iowa Alcoholic Beverages Division’s 
(ABD) technical bill. 
 
If you have any questions regarding these law changes, please do not hesitate to contact me at 
strauss@iowaabd.com. 
 
 

Change to the definition of “licensed premises” 
Areas susceptible of precise description satisfactory to the ABD administrator are no longer able to 
constitute a single licensed premises.  This reverts a previous law change that allowed non-contiguous 
areas to be included as a single licensed premises.  Now, all areas to be licensed must be contiguous. 
 
Change to the definition of “private place” 
The definition of “private place” is found in ABD’s administrative rules.  In order to be considered a private 
place, six specific criteria have to be met: 

1. The general public cannot have access to the place at the time alcoholic liquor is consumed, 
and attendees must be limited to social hosts and invited guests. 

2. The place must not be of a commercial nature at the time alcoholic liquor is consumed or 
dispensed at the location. 

3. Goods or services are neither sold nor purchased at the time alcoholic liquor is consumed or 
dispensed at the location. 

4. Use of the place was obtained without charges, rent, or any other thing of value exchanged 
for its use. 

5. The place is not a licensed premises. 
6. No admission fees or other kinds of entrance fees, fares, tickets, donations, or charges are 

made or are required of the invited guests to enter the location. 
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This year, the definition of “private place” was codified in Iowa Code chapter 123 and requirement number 
4 was removed.  The other five required criteria remain and must be met in order for a location to be 
considered a “private place.” 
 
Carrying alcoholic beverages off of a licensed premises 
In 2018, a law became effective allowing open containers of beer, wine, and alcoholic liquor to be carried 
off of a licensed premises and onto three specific, immediately adjacents areas: another licensed 
premises, a temporarily closed public right-of-way, or private property. 
 
Law changes this year changed “private property” to “private place” and removed language allowing 
alcoholic liquor to be carried off of a licensed premises.  Open containers of beer and wine may still be 
carried off of a licensed premies provided they are carried to one of the three previously-described 
immediately adjacent areas. 
 
Local authority approval no longer required for the class “A” native distilled spirits license  
The class “A” native distilled spirits license (ND) allows a manufacturer of alcoholic liquor to operate as a 
native distillery.  Prior to this year’s law changes, this license required local authority approval, and was 
the only alcoholic beverages manufacturing license/permit that required such approval.  Local authority 
approval will continue to be required for the class “C” native distilled spirits liquor license (LCN), which 
allows a native distillery to sell native distilled spirits at retail for on-premises consumption. 


