
  

RESOLUTION NO. 26-094R 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF OSCEOLA COUNTY, FLORIDA, 

PROVIDING FOR A REFERENDUM ELECTION TO BE 

HELD ON NOVEMBER 3, 2026, TO DETERMINE 

WHETHER THE ELECTORS OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT 

OF OSCEOLA COUNTY, FLORIDA WILL AUTHORIZE THE 

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF OSCEOLA COUNTY, FLORIDA, TO 

LEVY AN AD VALOREM TAX OF ONE (1) MILL FOR FOUR 

(4) YEARS TO FUND PUBLIC AND CHARTER SCHOOL 

OPERATING EXPENSES, TO RECRUIT AND RETAIN  

HIGH QUALITY TEACHERS AND STAFF, MAINTAIN 

SAFETY AND SECURITY, PRESERVE ACADEMIC, ARTS, 

MUSIC, ATHLETICS AND STUDENT ACTIVITIES; AND 

PROVIDING FOR NOTICE OF A REFERENDUM 

ELECTION; PROVIDING FOR THE DELIVERY OF A 

CERTIFIED COPY OF THIS RESOLUTION TO THE 

SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS; AND PROVIDING FOR 

SEVERABILITY AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

  

 

WHEREAS,  on June 23, 2026, The School Board of Osceola County, Florida (“School 

Board”), adopted Resolution 26-007 (“School Board Resolution”), directing the Osceola County 

Board of County Commissioners (“County Commission”), to call a referendum election pursuant 

to Sections 1011.71(9) and 1011.73, Florida Statues (2025), to determine if the electors of Osceola 

County will authorize the School Board to levy an additional ad valorem tax of one (1) mill for 

four (4) years for public and charter school operating purposes, including without limitation 

providing competitive compensation and benefits to recruit and retain high quality teachers and 

staff, maintaining school safety and security personnel, preserving academic programs, arts, music, 

athletics and student activities; and 

 WHEREAS, a copy of the School Board Resolution is attached hereto as EXHIBIT A; 

and 



2 

WHEREAS, the School Board Referendum Resolution directs the County Commission 

to place the referendum question stated therein on the general election ballot scheduled for 

November 3, 2026; and 

WHEREAS, the Second District Court of Appeal of Florida in the case of Hillsborough 

County v. School Board of Hillsborough, 395 So3d 1116 (Fla. 2d DCA 2024), held it is the duty of 

the board of county commissioners to set a referendum directed by a school board pursuant to the 

School Board Millage Statute and it is purely a ministerial task and the board of county 

commissioners must call for the referendum as directed by the school board; and  

WHEREAS, the County Commission is acting solely as directed by the School 

Board where such directive power is granted by the School Board Millage Statute and 

acknowledges that the School Board is authorized to levy ad valorem taxes by the Florida 

Constitution pursuant to Art., VII, section 9. Local taxes; and 

WHEREAS, the County Commission actions are ministerial pursuant to the School 

Board Millage Statute; and 

WHEREAS, the County Commission has no authority to alter, change the date of the 

referendum, oppose or approve the resolution of the School Board directing for such 

referendum to be on the November 3, 2026, general election ballot. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF OSCEOLA COUNTY, FLORIDA: 

 Section 1. The foregoing recitals are true and correct and are incorporated herein by 

reference. 

 Section 2. A referendum election is hereby called and ordered to be held during the 

November 3, 2026 general election, pursuant to Sections 1011.71(9) and 1011.73(2), Florida 
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Statutes, on the question set forth in Section 5 below, and the Osceola County Supervisor of 

Elections is hereby directed to place such question on the ballot.  The County Manager or his/her 

designee shall furnish a certified copy of this adopted Resolution to the Supervisor of Elections.  

The County Manager or his/her designee is authorized to perform all other tasks as may be 

necessary to comply with the requirements of laws relating to the referendum election. 

 Section 3. The referendum election is called and ordered to be held in conjunction with 

the general election on November 3, 2026, and at such other times as provided for early voting by 

Section 101.657, Florida Statutes, at the same polling places established in Osceola County for the 

general election.  Mail-in ballots for the referendum election shall be prepared and made available 

as provided by law.  All registered and qualified electors in Osceola County shall be eligible to 

vote in this referendum election. 

 Section 4. Pursuant to Section 100.342, Florida Statutes, notice of said election shall 

be given by publication in a newspaper of general circulation throughout Osceola County.  

Publication shall be made at least twice, once in the fifth week and once in the third week prior to 

the week of November 3, 2026.  The first publication shall not be less than thirty (30) days prior 

to the date of the referendum. 

 Section 5. The title and wording of the referendum question are as follows: 

FUNDING ESSENTIAL SCHOOL OPERATING EXPENSES 

THROUGH A ONE MILL AD VALOREM TAX LEVY 

 

To provide for essential operating expenses, including competitive compensation and benefits 

to recruit and retain high quality teachers and staff, maintain safety and security personnel, 

preserve academic programs, arts, music, athletics and student activities, shall the School 

District of Osceola County levy an ad valorem tax of one mill  for four years, to be shared 

proportionately between public and charter schools, with oversight by an independent citizen 

advisory committee? 
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_____ Yes 

 

_____ No 

  

 Section 6 SEVERABILITY 

 If any portion of this Resolution is determined by any court to be invalid, the invalid portion 

shall be stricken, and such striking shall not affect the validity of the remainder of this Resolution.  

If any court determines that this Resolution, or any portion hereof, cannot be legally applied to any 

individual(s), group(s), entity(ies), property(ies), or circumstance(s), such determination shall not 

affect the applicability hereof to any other individual, group, entity, property, or circumstance. 

 Section 7. EFFECTIVE DATE 

 This Resolution shall become effective immediately upon its adoption. 

 DULY ADOPTED this 3rd day of August, 2026. 

 BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF OSCEOLA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 

By:        

 Chairman 

 

ATTEST: 

OSCEOLA COUNTY CLERK OF THE BOARD 

 

As authorized for execution at the Board of 

County Commissioners meeting of: 

 

 

       



RESOLUTION NO.: 26-007 

A RESOLUTION OF THE SCHOOL BOARD OF OSCEOLA 
COUNTY, FLORIDA, CALLING FOR A REFERENDUM 
ELECTION TO BE HELD ON NOVEMBER 3, 2026 FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF SUBMITTING TO THE DULY QUALIFIED 
ELECTORS OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF OSCEOLA 
COUNTY, FLORIDA A QUESTION AUTHORIZING THE LEVY OF 
A ONE (1) MILL AD VALOREM PROPERTY TAX OVER FOUR(4) 
YEARS, FOR PUBLIC AND CHARTER SCHOOL OPERA TING 
PURPOSES, INCLUDING WITHOUT LIMITATION PROVIDING 
COMPETITIVE COMPENSATION AND BENEFITS TO RECRUIT 
AND RETAIN HIGH QUALITY TEACHERS AND STAFF, 
MAINTAINING SCHOOL SAFETY AND SECURITY PERSONNEL, 
PRESERVING ACADEMIC PROGRAMS, ARTS, MUSIC, 
ATHLETICS AND STUDENT ACTIVITIES; PROVIDING BALLOT 
LANGUAGE; AND PROVIDING FOR NOTICE TO THE 
SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS; AND PROVIDING AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, the Legislature is responsible for approving the state budget each year; and 

WHEREAS, under the Legislature's budget for the 2025-26 fiscal year, the Florida Education 
Finance Program (FEFP) received $29.5 billion; and 

WHEREAS, the Legislature's approved education budget for the 2025-26 fiscal year includes a 
1.59% increase in base per-student allocations; and 

WHEREAS, while the per-student funding rose from $8,987.67 (FY 2024-25) to $9,130.41 (FY 
2025-26), the per-student funding continues to lag when factoring inflationary costs which will 
result in funding reductions; and 

WHEREAS, these funding reductions will prevent The School Board of Osceola County, Florida 
(the "Board") from addressing fundamental education programs and inadequate compensation 
for its most critical employees who serve the needs of its children and schools; and 

WHEREAS, the Board has received limited funding from the Florida Legislature for increasing 
beginning teacher pay and to achieve the $15 per hour minimum wage requirement for its lowest 
paid staff, but has not received adequate funding to compensate experienced teachers and 
support staff; and 

WHEREAS, the Florida Legislature sets the maximum millage rates for school districts; and 

WHEREAS, the Florida Legislature consistently decreased Required Local Effort (RLE) millage 
year after year and only over the past few years has the Florida Legislature kept the millage rate 
level; and 

WHEREAS, the Boar
d 

relies on the total taxable property values to generate additional local funds 
for operating expenses; and 

WHEREAS, the School District of Osceola County, Florida (the "District") has experienced an 
increase of 14,826 students, or 21.4% over the past five (5) years, and is projected to grow by an 
additional 7,605 students, or 9.10% over the next five (5) years; and 
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EXHIBIT A
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