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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – OCT. 18, 2021  

  Contact: VHATAMPublicAffairs@va.gov 

 

VISN 8 Announces New Healthcare System Director 
Mr. David K. Dunning, Brings Leadership, Proven Experience to James A. Haley Veterans’ 

Hospital and Clinics, Tampa, FL 
 

 

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — The Department of Veterans Affairs is pleased to announce the appointment of Mr. David 
K. Dunning as the new director of the James A. Haley Veterans’ Hospital and Clinics, Tampa, FL.  In this role, Mr. 
Dunning will be responsible for overall operations and oversight for the healthcare system which serves 
approximately 110,000 Veterans an annual budget over $1.5 billion and more than 6,500 employees.  The system 
is comprised of the James A. Haley Veterans’ Hospital, a teaching hospital that provides a full range of patient care 
services, with state-of-the-art technology as well as education and research.  Outpatient clinic services are provided 
at a large multi-specialty clinic in South Hillsborough county, and community-based clinics located in New Port 
Richey, Brooksville, Lakeland, Lecanto, and Zephyrhills.   
 

“We are excited to bring Mr. Dunning on board as the new director of the James A. Haley Veterans’ Hospital and 
Clinics,” said Dr. Miguel LaPuz, Veterans Integrated Service Network (VISN) 8 Director.  “His sound leadership 
qualities and proven experience will be valuable assets for the facility, the employees and volunteers, and most 
importantly, for the Veterans we are honored to serve. He will arrive at the medical center November 8 to begin 
his appointment.” 
 

Dunning previously served as the Medical Center Director of the Memphis VA since 2017.  Prior to joining VA, he 
served as Commander- Chief Executive Officer of Tripler Army Medical Center, HI from 2014—16, Chief Financial 
Officer at the U.S. Army Medical Command & Office of the Surgeon General, Ft. Sam Houston, TX from 2013-2014, 
Commander-Chief Executive Officer at the Bayne-Jones Army Community Hospital, Fort Polk, LA, and Deputy Chief 
of Staff/Deputy Chief Operating Officer at the U.S. Army Medical Command & Office of the Surgeon General, Ft. 
Sam Houston, TX from 2010-2011. 
 
Dunning completed 30 years of military service in the Army and holds a Master of Science Strategic Studies, U.S. 
Army War College, a Master of Public Administration in Comptrollership from the University of Missouri-Kansas City 
and a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from Furman University, Greenville, SC.    
 

“With a strong sense of governance structure and ability to focus on customer experience, I am certain Mr. 

Dunning will be an asset to our VISN, our employees and volunteers, our health care partners, the community, 

and most importantly, to the Veterans we are honored to serve,” Lapuz said. 
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