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-- MEDIA ADVISORY -- 
  

Jacksonville’s 125th Fighter Wing selected to receive F-35 jets 
 

The Florida National Guard is excited to announce that our 125th Fighter Wing, based in Jacksonville, has 
been selected as the next Air National Guard base to receive the F-35 Lightning II. 
 
The F-35 is the next generation strike fighter, and combines advanced stealth with fighter speed and agility, 
fully fused sensor information, network-enabled operations, advanced weapons, and world-class sustainment 
to ensure our ability to maintain air superiority and global precision attack against emerging air and ground 
threats.  
 
The new jets will replace the 125th FW’s current airframe, the F-15C Eagle, and are expected to arrive in 
Jacksonville in 2024.  
 
Col. Matthew French, 125th FW commander, said that he is honored that the Air Force recognized his unit as 
the next home of the F-35. 
 
“The unrivalled professionalism, dedication and innovative spirit of our Airmen is the reason now is the 
perfect time for our unit to take this leap into the future,” French said. “I could not be more excited for our unit, 
the great state of Florida, and our surrounding communities as we usher in this new era.” 
 
Maj. Gen. James Eifert, Adjutant General of Florida and former 125th FW commander, agreed. 
 
“We are a future-focused organization, and the F-35 represents the future of air superiority,” Eifert said. “We 
are so proud to have been selected to receive it, and can’t wait to operate the nation’s newest and most 
capable fighter aircraft.” 
 
The 125th FW has been a part of the Jacksonville community since 1947, proudly protecting the skies with 
strategic air defense over most of the southeastern United States. Today, the wing maintains and flies the F-
15C Eagle fighter jet while also performing a continuous 24-hour alert mission at Homestead Air Reserve 
Base near Miami. Comprised of 23 separate units operating in five geographic locations throughout the state, 
the wing also has missions ranging from communications to engineering to weather forecasting. 
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